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GOSSIP OF THE WEEK.

Or vourse the salaries of thase county oflicers
in Philadelphia —lizcorder, Register, Clerk,
Districr Attorner, ete.,—~though they still seem
bigh when compared with thow padd to the
Judges, were Jowered very much from the sums
they received under the oid fee system, and the

zsuent maide was so grear that it is not strange
a stricter and more reasonable proporiion was
It was the old idea that
an incuniheney ¢f ove term in some of these

not at once vhiainsd.

places was a great financial prize, laving the
foundation of a fertune at the very least, and
when the salary em was established it at.
tacked thisusage with a heavy hand, if itdid wot

acinaliy cut it up by the roots. Butthe time bas
now cotne when there should be a general, syste-
matic and just reapportionment of salaries.
Thoze paid the judges are small | those paid some
s are tou high.

of the other o It 2 judge of
the tUrphans’ Court 15 to have but five thousand
dollars a year, it isabsurd and unfair to give the
Kegister of Wills ten thousand.  Prolably
seventy-five hundred doilars each would be
nearer the mark of justice.

.
L

Wi must all look forward with deep interest
to the new oeean wonder which is promis=d the
world in July next, namely, the fastestship that
has ever Leen afloat on the bosom of the seas.
The steamer is to he called the Giregan, so a look-
out may be kept fur her performancs number one.
She is intended for the Guion Line. She will
not be much larger than the Alesko, but her
engiues are to indicate no less than 13,000 horse
power. She will have but one serew, as we un-
derstand, about 24ft. in diameter, with a pitch
of nearly 40. ‘Steam will be supplied by twelve
boilers, each with six farnaces 3ft. 6in. diameter,
the grates being a little over 6ft. long. Wemay
compare her with the dlaska, which ship has
nine boilers with six furnaces in each, of about
the same size. Comparing great areas, we find
that the aggregate surface in the Oregon will be
1,512 feet, divided among 72 furnaces, while
that of the Aluskn is 1,134, divided among 54
furnaces. We shall not, we have reasan to be-

lieve, be far wrong if we assert that such vessely

as the Aleskua, Servin Qallio, &e., earn ench

voyage from £18,000 to £20,060, yearly one. )

half of which is profit.

.
LR

I1 seems highly probable that there will he ' ther care.

some inquiry into the subject of the duties and
compensations of public offivialy in the large

»
cities of the United States, Therelative amount
and character of the service performed, and the
amount of salury or fees received for it, attord a
very curious study. lu some cases the pay is
enormous, in others absurdly inadequate. Thus,
the ** Recorder " of Philadelphia, whe is really
an assessor and collector of mercantile license
taxes, receives a net compensation estimated at
from twenty-five to thirty-five thousand dollars,
while the Mavor of the city gets five thousand.
The City Treasurer is reported to have fnes
reaching tweunty thousand dollars, while the
Treasurer of the State is allowed five thousand
only, and cannot lawfully increase this suma
cent. In New York, it is asserted that the
County Clerk getsone hundreed thousand dollars
a year from his office, and the Hegistrar seventy-
five thousand. The tigures for these oftizes are
not vorrespondingly high in Philadelph’s, be.
cause nnder the new tounstitution salaries were
substituted for fees ; yet the Registrar here re.
ceives ten thousand - dollars w year, whi'e the
tirphans” Court judges, to whose court he is
clerk, receive tive thousand. The other judges
iin the Court of Common ['leas, atc.,) get seven
thousand dollars ; but, at the xam- time, the
Prothonotary gets ten thousand dollars and the
Clerk of the Court of Quarter Sessions ten
thousand, while the KReoecorder of Deeds has
twelve thousand doilars and the District Attor-
ney fifteen thousaud.

-
- -

A GENITLEMAN, who cails himselt ** A Vietim,?
writes to the Eaglish papers complaining of the
way people behave who come to huat meets, and
it is & matter that must have struck many an
observant person, ¢ Allis so different now,”
" **Inold days, thirty or
thirty-five years ago, even one’s own triends were
in the habit of writing and asking permission to
drive over to see the Meet. In these days the
general public come wolens volens, 1 don't know
il T altogether object to the liberty they take,

exclaims ** A Vietim,

but I certainly object to them turning the place
into a bear girden, by driving across the grass
and cutting the hedges of the roads, so that une
has to send a man for several davs to repair
damage. Bat itis rather too much of a good
th'ug when these attendants of the Meet nearly
drive over you, and give you their  hlessing
becanse you happen, on vour own bank, to be
standing in their route. The thing hias become
a positive nuisance, and | am determined not to
stand it.""  Thereis nothing like a strong deter.
mination to alter the whole tonue of society anmd
have things as they were in the grod old times,
but it is a little different to carry out the deter-
wination,

-
. -

Tue manufacture of the faniygri has been un-
usaally brisk this ysarat Marseilles.  These tan.
agva, for the fabrication of which, at Christmas
time, the blacksmith leaves hisanvil, the shep-
herd leaves his flock, and the weaver his loom,
are produced exclusively at Marseilles, and serve
to ornament the cradle of the infant Jexus in
every Uatholic clarch throughout the whale of
Europe. They are made from the models found
in the anrient Greek tombs, and many an anti-
quary has been deceived by the clos+ imitation
of the workmuanship of the figures to give »
fabulous sum for one of these tawswere, tn the
belief that it is the relic of the Pagan venera.
tion for the dead, found in the sepulchres of an-
cient Greece. Now, it appears from the report
of a vizitor to Marseilles last month, in quest of
the models thus employed, that many of them
have been in reality taken from the tomhs, and
have been trunsmitted from father to son
through many generatious, being preserved most
jealously in the same family until the present
day. What is most curious of all is the discovery
that none of these figures have ever been baked
in the oven, as is generally sapposed, and this

1

mistake hny often cansed the fraul to he discov-
; ered, as the peculiar softness to the tonch, pe-
culiar to the genuine fruuyro, is wauting in the
!imitation. It is supposed that the Marseilles
pottery mast be identically the same as that of
the ancient Greeks bronght by the Phiv-nicians,
‘The mould is divided tn half, exch half is tilled
. with wet clay, the mould is then closed, and held

“tightly together with Aarbofine. The figure

comes out perfect, and is left to dry without fur.
It is sometimes sold for a few pence,
to be sold again in Paris or Lomlon for fifty or a
hundred guineas, the whole beanty of the sta-

i oo A i

tuette consisting in the exquisite grace of the
ancient tireek model. Attention has been drawn
to this neglected branch of art by the publica-
tion of an exquisite poem by Godfried Kinkel,
entitled, Tunagra, a Greck Ilyll, which tells of
a young Athcainn modeller, who passes his
whole life in seeking to reproducoe in his
Tunagra the form aud features of the woan he
loves, and succeeds at last, but dies ; and the
Tanagra is placed in his own tomb,

AMERICAN CONSERVATISV.

Fdmund Burke ouce said ; ** He fecls no en-
nobling priuciple in his own heart who wishes to
level all the artificial iustitutions which have
been adopted for Fiving a body to opinion and
peruianence to fugitive esteem. {t is a sour,
malignant and euvions disposition, without taste
for the reaiity ot for any image or representation
of virtue, that s-es with joy the unmerited fall
of what has long tourished in splendor and
hounor.””  Demoeracies have been accused of en-
tertainiag this envious, sour disposition, an ac-
cusation seemingly justified by the iconoclasm
of the Freneh in their domestic revolutions, and
of the Paris Communists in the Franco-Prussian
War.  So, too, one way ask what “* artilicial iu-
stitutions for wiving a body to opinion aud per-
manence to fugitive esteem’ can exist in a coun-
try so new as the United States of America.
Nevertheless, it has been reserved for a land
thooretivaily the freest on the carth, and with »
nation Jd and with provincial institutions express.
ly framed to facilitate revolutions iu the State
correspondent with fluctuations in opinion, to
present an example of couservatism scarcely
mitched beyond the ancient empires of Asin, 1t
1s true that there is much flippant or wvoisy dis-
dain of old fogyism, aud wearisome chatter about
progress, in many American communities. These
are the fuvorite tupics of declamatory politicians,
who thus hope to pleas: their constitnents. But
these are a short-lived race of statesmen, and
the ualufluential ciut about progress is an evi-
dence of the conservatism which 1t denounces.

Possibly, \merican conservatism would sound
like a paradox to those foreign reviewers who
call this country *‘ the asylum of exploded Furo-
pean fanaticisms,” us was recently done in Eng-
land, and also to those who accept ** Martin
Chuzzlewit” as an  authentic description of
American mapners.  Dut these are 1hings which
lie below the_plane of intelligent and educated
thought.

Sinee the Civil War atteacted general atted-
tion to a country whose resources proved gigan.
tic, and whose invention, skill and organizition
were displayed in the creation of disciplived
armies, vast commissuriat, trausportation and
charitable bureaux out of the raw inaterial,
loreigu criticism has awakened « home ~ense of
national character. In nothing have our Irivnd.
ly crities been more surprised than in Awmerican
habits of conservatism, and, perhiats, vo national
ruality was less suspected by ourselves,

Conservatism has usually beeu considlered an
attribute of well-defined and intluential social
circles. The old country families of England
are almost wholly Tories, and conservatism is
with thers a household tradition. There was a
like feature at the South before the war. lu such
families there are heirlooms, quict ancestral cus.
toms, an unobstrasive cyerit, which the stranger
feels, thongh he cun scarcely say wherein they
lie, Members of the household pride themselves
upou the preservation of these domestic and
tocal ways. They are signs of self-respect, - -of
things which have flourished in honor.  There
is mueh of this element in America. 1t is (ound
amongst the descendants of the early Qaakers {n
Philadelphia, of the Duatch in New York and
Albany, of the Puritansin Boston and Hartford,
of the French in Nt. Louis. He who imagines
thiut the society of American towns is alike all
over the country, hag nat strayed far from home,
or is very unobserving, or has not seen their best
people.  The stranger will find everywhere quiet
cireles of unassuming gentlefolk, all in posses.
sion of like cultivation, of likeaccomplishments,
of the same topics'of interest. But he perceives,
as he goes from place to place, that the <ocial
atmosphere changes. " While culture makes such
a ¢common possession, it heightrns local and
family distinctions. O thige Meuerica is hull,
and those who go into new districts, which are
filling up by immigration from all yarts of the
world, find the new settlers carryiug with them
their ancestral sentiments and customs.

More marked than social peculiarities is the
specch of America.  Although dialects fade
away in remarkable contrast to any-hing Euaro-
pean, from the Straits of Gibraltar to the Baltie,
yvet the common tongue ol America is wore ar-
chaic amd idiomitic than that of Englaud, Oar
English is nearer that of the time of King
Jaues's version of the Bible thau that of the
elucated B itish.  The lunguage has been more
stationary here thau in its native place, A
Boston gentlemeu, once taken to task on board
a stesmer by an English fellow-traveler for ap-
vlying the word “*sick” to another widudy than
nausea, replied with a qnotation from the New
Testament : ¢ Peter's wife's mather lay sick of
a frver.” The conversation of edneated Enylish.
men exhibits a tendency to obliterate all second.
ary accents and to carry the primary as far back
as pussible,  But, when they come to recite the
older poets, they are obliged to replace their
secondary nccents.  The sperch of Nerica iy

that of the poets,

Receutli'. Dr. Bevan, o Welsh gentleman whe
was called from London to a church in New
York, gave, as o resson for relinquishing his
charge in our metrapolis, the prevalence of a
sentiment which restricted the nctivities of a
clergyman to pastoral duty and to the pulpit.
In England, ministers are often justices of the
peace ; they hold -seats in boards of education,
are prominent iv municipal affairs, appear on the
platform at reform political meetings, and tonch
soeial life on all its sides. In France the cur¢
is a kind of local magistrate,-~a counsellor in
all sorts of affairs. In Germuny, the pastor is
recoguized functionary of the State. With us,
a clergyman must be a man of unusual force who
can engage in what are regarded as secular mat-
ters without impairing his professional standiug.

So restricting is this sentiment that but few
American ministers appear in the world of litera-
ture, aside from sermous, polemical essays and
commentaries.  We have ne Crabbe, nor Croly,
nor Syduney Smitl, nor Kingsley, nor Chalmers,

not, probably, because of inferior talint, but
beeause a strong, conservative environment re-
strains elerical ventures into the field of letters.
Nor do our denominations tolerate the free cri-
ticism found in foreiga churches.  They sre ton
conservative for that,

About the time that Goldwin Smith left Cor-
nell University, be drew an indictment in a
review article of American conservatism in the
matter of trusts and hequests, saying that so
sacred in our eyes were the rights of property
thit we would satler a dead man’s will to brew
almost any pestilent atmosphere, rather than
chanyge an item of the testament, and he thought
future generations would curse the conservatism
of this when time had alienated our testument-
ory and other endowments from living senti.
ments and customs,  The Constitation of the
United States forbids Congress to pass nny law
impsiting the obligution of contraets, and all
our States have adopted the sune restriction.
The courts have cocstrued this provision so
liberally that legislative grants nmmediately
turned to vested rights which the sovereign
authority cannot withdraw,  Pyrhapsthes prinei-
ple is wise, since it is so mu-h easier for Gavern.
ment to eucroirch on private rights than it is to
recover them when onee lost. Bat there is no
other conntry in all the earth which has w0
barred its Government from interference with
property or has so facilitated the turning of pub.
he functious into persoual cwoluments,

Thbe Amerivan respect for law is another evi-
dence of conservatism.  Often it has been no-
ticed that there is no twbulence in American
crowds, no vielent righting of wrongs, because
there i3 a geueral confidence in the eflicucy of
the law. Thkis in despite of Iynchings, which
are a feature of arganized commuaities in Amer-
ica, rather than of interference with the ordinary
course of law. The peculiarity of th 8 trait iy
its strong contrast with the Freuch, and, per-
haps, the German churacter. The Frenchman
of the present day hax an almost servile respect
for the oficial persannge.  This fellow iy about
the only aristocrat recognized on the dowlcvards
and in the concourses of the people.  His insig-
nia of otfice are upon him, and much is done to
affect the senses with the pomp of authority,
Bot respect for customs and sentiments is not
the corrective of French Radicalism. o Amer-
tea, the otficial is of ~mall account. Nowhers
else 15 he treated so familiarly, so slightingly,
Withanut avy pemp of place, he is made too
often the target ot eriticism. Dut the selemnity
of Llaw s seldom questinned,  Now, if law be, as
tuizat says, bt precedent hardened into castouws,
and custom worked into statute, then the Amerni-
can feeling in regard to law becomes respect for
vustom, and thisis the essence of couservitism.

Tu one of Lix ingenious essays, Arthur Helps
argaed that the stability of institutions reste
npon seutiment and prejudice, snd not on reason.
Were it otherwise, a svllogism wight overtura a
goverament ; hat feeling ix ust so smenable to
reason.  The truth of Mr, Helps's observation
might be exemplitierd by instances from every
department of life. 1t will be enough, however,
to notice two illustrations.  More fundamental
and organic changes Lave gone on in Eugland,
Germany aud France iu a single geusraticn thau
in America sinee the Revolution. Where the
government is in the hands of a privileged, a
wealthy and an edueated class, the moditication
of munners and of Jaws is most rapid.  Free
Trade, emane pation of the West Tndia slaves,
bousehobl sulfrage, Irish Church  disestablish-
went, in Kngl:m:ﬁ—«-impori:tlism, the gold stan-
dard, State railways and the school lawy of
Germany, —the not:-rious revolutions of Frunce,
~=are obvious proofs.

Moreover, it is among illiterate and savage
people that customs are inveterate, When Dr.
Robinsun travelled in Syris, he learned to iden-
tify historical sites chiefly by the natnes they
bore minong the fellalecn.  Thesn desecndants
of the ancient Canaanites, whom Joshua under-
toak to expel, notwithstanding Hebrew, Baliyl
onish, tir ek, Ruoan and Sirdeen subjugation,
still retained the primal nunes given by their
forefathers to the loialities of Palestine. And
Dr. Robinson theught this the surest clue to
id ‘ntification through the labyrinthine legends
ol Greek and Latin wonks.

Uadoubled y, under an nurestrained system,
demoeracies witl be fonnd the most conservative
of proply, The dread of them is fallacious. Not
the turbulence of the Greek paople, but the vest-
less ambition of their tyrants, kept Hellas in
agitation.  The pleles did {not pull down the
Roman  Republie, but senatora und patricisus,
who introdaced the foreign Goths into the servies
of the State,  In good sooth, the dauger of «
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