Arrin 9, 1881.

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

227

MR. BLARE'S SPEECIL
(From an oecagional correspondent).

Tho new opposition leader has made a set,
elaborate and brillisnt speech in Montreal. Mr,
Blake evidently intended to strike the key note
of his programme and the commercial metropo-
lis was not an unfitting place for this. The
banquet at which this speech was made was
given to him by n club of young Reformers of
this city ; and it may be noticed, en passant,
that clebs of this kind, both Conservative and
Liberal appear to have become a feature of our
political parties.

Mr. Blake commenced by telling his hearers
that party organization was the one thing neces.
sary for the triumph of the principles of the
Libernl cause in Canada; and then referring to
the Pacific Syndicate . measure, on which he
dwelt at some length, he described it asa *‘great
public misfortune,” in fact ‘‘a great public
erime.”  This is, at the least, verv strong lan-
guage ; and at the best, a mere using of wild
wonls at random, which is not a sign of. good
omen from a8 man on whom rests the responsi-
bilities of leadership. But Mr. Blake went fur.
ther, and he said he did not speak without
having weighed his words when™ he stated that
his b«_-?ief was, that there was at one time *“not
merely otitside the House of Commonsg, but also
within its walls, a prc}nondernncc of opinion
adverse to the contract :” and he asked: ** By
what meanst Under what circumstances? By
what pressure ! I don’t accuse any ane of base-
ness ; 1 don’t accuse any ane of impropriety,
but there was a rallying to the support of the
Government which deliberately chose to pledge
itself to the carrying of that contract. What
that prepondernting influence may have baen, ir
is not for me to state; itis for the cou.try to
judge.” Now there can be no mistaking the mean
ing of this insinuation ; and we have to say first,
thit it would have been more manly and much
more respectable to have taken the responsibility
of saying outright that he believed the majority
of the House wascorrupt ; or that the very large
and unbroken majority which voted for the
Pacific Contrnct, changed their opiniens for cor-
rupt reasons. If this were true it wonld be very
shocking and demoralizing. But the insinuation
is not one which ought to have been lightly
made or without sutheient proof, for the reason
that it would be something as Jdemoralizing to
our political discussions as the alleged offence
itsell would be critninal.  We ourselves noticed
that there were many members whe were at
first staggered and taken aback by the bold con-
fident denunciation with which the measure was
asaailed ; but whose views in favor of it became
fixed ax the argument proceeded and the conntry
in various ways was heard from. It does not
seemed to have occurred to the glowing and
confident gentleman who held forth before the
audiener of young Beformers 2t the Windsor on
Taesday evening, that the arguments for the
measure were a great deal stronger and more con-
vincing than those against it, and that it would
require far differeat words than any of which
he appears to be the master, to make the people of
this country believe that it ix not an extremely
advantageous bargain for the Dominion to ob-
tain the building of the Through Pacific Railway
for twenty-five millions of acres of land and
thirty-two million dollars of money. 1t is cer-
tain that this measure has relieved the Govern.
ment of this country from the depressing effect
of possibly unknown burdens; while on the
other haud, the carrying out of the works pro-
Jected by the Syndicate will bring an undreamt
of prosperity, against which, Moutreal of all
other places, should not indulge in the folly of
declaiming.

Mr, Blake in the next place dwelt upon the

ublic debt of Canada, and the taritf of customs
guti(’s. Neither of these subjects is his forte,
and neither has fallen within the special line of
his studies. As respects the public debt, he
took a position whicax cant not b maintained.
It is very light wheu compared with that of the
United States; or those of the colonies’of the
FEmpire. And it is moreover, represented by

ublic works to which Canada owes its prosper-
1ty ; and not the waste of war. With respect to
the tariff, Mr. Blake avowed himself to be a free
trader, and he indulged the young gentleman of
the Liberal club with some very elementary
arguments in support of his pesition. Few
cducated men vretend te call in question the
positions which he stated. But there are spe-
cial and governing facts which affect the taritt
relations of nations ; and there is much reason
to doub. now whether the,one;sided arrange.
ment which has been made in England for the
last thirty years is favorable, or can be very
wuch longer maintained.  As respects the par.
ticular tariff of Cnanada, moreover, it must be
borne in mind, that while it is called a National
Policy Turiff, it is still n commercial one,  This
is praved by the increasing revenuo which Mr,
Blake's friends in Parliament ventured to pro-
phesy would not come. The Cunadian taritl,
moreover, is ouly about half as high, or in other
words, levies only about half the taxation of
that of the United States. Wedid not, however,
undorstand Mr. Biake's speech to mean, that he
is sot in fnvor of reversing Sir Leonard Tilley's
tariff policy ; on the contrary we gathered the
reverse, despite the elementary propusitions he
stated, and 1t is a well known fact that many of
tho Liberals of the Province of Quebec are not
willing to pin their faith to the rigid propound.
ing of tarilll doctrines which were made so iron
a rule under the Government of Mr, Mackenzie.
In truth this is the only substantial raisen d'elre
for the substitutiou of Mr. Blake as leader for

Mr. Mackenzie. The change does afford an
ayportumty to him which the retention of Mr,
Mackenzie would not have done.

Mr. Blake devoted another portion of his
speech to the discussion of the relations of Can-
ada with the Kmpire, and there is much that he
said on this point which may call for serious re-
flection. Heendeavored to lead the young men
of the Liberal Club to what he considered higher
aspirations than merely colonial life ; yet not to
auy state apart from connection with the Em.
pire. But the Dominion of Canada is not now
a merely colouial state. It is, on the contrary, a
self-governing dominion, to use the descriptive
term of the act. It acknowledges the sovern-
eignty of the Queen, but not by any tie which
carries with it regponsibility for the burdens of
the Fmpire. Mr. Blake, however, analysed, and
here the tone of bis legal mind led him into a
most unworthy quibble, He said, with refer.
¢nce to matters of our own foreign policy, that
wo are not merely subjects of the Queen, but
subjects of the Queen’s subjects, meaning and
saying that it was the Queen’s Ministers which
decided our common civil treaties for us. But
this is only to say that the Sovereign of the
Empire is a constitutional onc; and instead of
doing acts of her own free will, only does them
upon the advice of Ministers who are responsi.
ble to Parliament—a system which is our boast
and pride, as offering the best conditions for free-
dom and stability wﬁi«:h have ever yet been dis.
covered, We cannot agree with all the eriti-
cisms we have seen on Mr. Blake's specch on
this point. We donot think the last words have
vet been said with regard to the relations of the
outlying portions of the Empire with the United
Kingdom, and there is always something gained
by intelligent discussion, We doubt 1t any
change is possible which shall merely rest on a
cut and dried paper constitution ; at least inthe
immediate present: but we see events which
may arise in the near future which may bring
important constitutional changes with them.

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS. .

The cartoon upon our front page should by
right have appeared in last week's issue, from
which an accident alone excluded it. The
Breaking up of the Parliament School at Ottawa
will be easily understood and the faces of some
of the most successful members during the
recent session will  be recognized amongst
the prize winners, while the Opposition crowd
discontentedly  into the background empty
handed.

* The Joys and Miseries of the Liitle Birds”
isthe title of a serics of charmiug illustrations
by Giacomelli, others of which we expect from
time to time to reproduce. The story of it is
told by the verses underneath which are from
the French of M. Hervilly.

TuE La1e Cart. BRONSON AND His *“ARK.”
—-Ome of the wost eccentrie citizens New York
has had for many a day died en the 25th alt,,
and was quietly buried in Woodlawn Cemetery.
The obituary records of the day contained no
notice of his dwnise, and few of those whe were
familiar with his strange home wre even now
aware that the occupant hus been removed,  His
name was Lemuel H. Brouson. Born in Litch-
field, Conn., some seventy-five years ago, he
came to New York when twentyv-five vears old
to engaye in oyster-planting. e owned, and
his widow still owns, two houses and eight lots
in Fordbam. But the old eaptain by brevet said
he ¢ didn't want to be smothered in a house,”
with a contemptuous emphasis on house : so he
bought himself a canal-boat that had been in
the grain and feed transportation, and had it
towed into the Harlem River out of the reach
of breakers.  Anchor was dropyed aboui thirty
years ago into the mud near the mouth of Sher-
man's Creek, an inlet on the west shore, near
what would be West Two Huandred and Sixth
Street if that thoroughfare existed. This neigh-
bourhood is now included in Inwood. For
thirty years * Pop™ Bronson lived there in his
cozy bhoat, He ealled it **Noah's Ark,” and
then began to people it. He married three
times, and hig widow still elings to the ark with
her son and daughter. For a year the veteran
oysterman was unable to go on deck. Confined
to his cabin and his berth by sickness, his view
of the world was bounded on four sides by the
small window of his statercom, aud confined to
the Harlem River and the necighbourhood of
Fordham Landing, nearly opposite.

¢ Noah's Ark,” where this interesting old
man lived so long, is o most attractive hubita-
tion. Without, it looks like auy other canal
boat which might have drifted ashore there. It
has missed painting for a long time; but with.
in, it has advantages which the most elegaut or
the most commodions honse in Fifth Avenue
can never possess.  Inhabitants of flats will ap.
preciate what it is to have no **dark" rooms
aud no light shafts,  Dwellers anywhere would
enjoy the view which this halfitloating palace
commands. The scenery of the Harlem River
is quiet, but it is beautiful, and from the little
square  windows of his cozy cabin “ Pop”
Bronson loved to rest his eyes upon the natural
vista without and beyond. The interior, too,
was n revelation to a stranger entering., The
cabin is fitted up in the most comtlortable
fagshion. Daintings and prints are upon thie
standing walls, and knick-knacks here and
there fill in with artistic effect the spaces of
the parlour. The galley, or kitchen, where
Mrs, Bronsou presides, is small, but there are
no {lighta of tiresome stairs up which the coal
must be carried for the kitchen fire, which

glows in the tidily kept stove. This apartment
is in the stern of the boat. Amidships is the
grand saloon, or parlour, while forward are the
sleeping rooms, In summers past Mr. Brouson
used to take afew hoarders who agreed with him
in appreciating the beauties of his surroundings
and mode of life.

A Navar ENGAGEMENT 1N CHESTER RIvER,
—For several years the State authorities of
Maryland have had much trouble with oyster-
dredgers working cither out of season or within
prohibited limita, The swift-sailing schooners
generally succeeded in eluding the officials when
detected in unlawful dredging. At length the
gatience of the officers gave out, and a police

oat was built expressly to prevent the dredgers
from trespassing on grounds forbidden to them
under the law, one of the provisions of which is
that there shall be no dredging beyond the
headlands of the rivers and estuarics of the
bay ; and another provision of which is thatthe
dredgers must cull their oysters on the natural

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
Tar. surrender of Potchefstroor is confirmed.

Daxi1kL WaTeRrs, the President of Siberia, is
dead. .

SroTTED typhus has made its appearance in
New York.

A CaNpasar despatch says Ayoob Khan has
been taken prisoner.

A Loxpox cable announces the death of Ad-
miral C. G. Paley.

‘Tug situation of affairs in Tunis is assuming a
serious aspect.

Loup BEACONSFIELD's condition is very eri-
tical.

A WagHiNgTON despatch says there will be
no extra session of Congress.

or legal grounds wherenpon they were taken.
In the thick fog of Friday, March 18th, a
fleet of oyster-dredging schooners passed inside
of the headlands of Chester River, went up the
river and there commenced taking oysters on
the forbidden grounds. No trouble was exper-
ienced until late in the afternoon, when several
of the fleet ran down and capsized the tongers
who were at work along the stream. The
tongers, who are the irreconcilable enemies of
the dredgers, saw a chance for revenge, and so
sent a deﬁegalion of their men across Gray’s Inn
Neck to the captain of the police boat Nusunix
Merriman, who at once headed for the mouth
of the river to lie in wait for the dredgers. The
first vessel to arrive was the schooner Eugone,
Captain John Wilson, owned by Patrick Pen-
dergast, of Baltimore. The captain of the
Nanni: ordered the Eugeae to drop her jib and
liesto.  No answer was returned, and the
schooner kept on her course, when the sloop ran
up alongside of her and repeated the order.
Still it was not heeded, and then the fight
commenced. The Nunnic fired from a swivel-
gun, and the Eugeng replied from several large
shotguns in the hands of the captain and crew.
For a while the exchange of shots was lively.
Captain Wilson stood to his helnr until a tin
cup on the top of the binnacle was shot away,
and then he lashed his helm and dropped under
the sail for safety. His vessel was the faster
sailor in a light wind, and he soou got out of
thie way, suffering no greater loss than the cut-
ting away of hix sounding-pole by shot from the
sloop, and the riddling of his bulwarks. Atone
time he was so close to the Nunie thatin jib-
ing his mainsail his boom struck the shrouds of
the police sloop and knocked off the sturboard
light. The Naunic did not endeavour to pur-
sue the Engenc any further, but turned hack to

look after the vest of the flewt of illegal
dredgers.  Shots were exchanged with the

schooners Merrick, Cambridge, Rite and Prirel,
as they trivd to runthe gantlet, but all succced-
ed in escaping except the Ko and Meorrich,
which were captured, and, with their captair
and crews, were taken under the escort of the
sloop to Charlestown.
briskness of the firing, it is uot known thatany

body was hurt beyond « mwan in the Porrd, who |

was slightly wounded in the forearm. The
Fugens arrived in Baltimore and discharged he
cargo. The Merrick and the K¢ belonged to
J. Fred Bucheimer, who went to Charlestown
and paid the tine of $100 and costs for each of
his vessels.

Tue contrast between the streets
York and Paris is sufliciently striking. Some
little time since we published in the letter of
a Paris correspondent a description of the differ-

ent manner in which a2 Parisian and au Eoglish |

lady cross a muddy street, but we fear had his
ideal Parisicnune been condemned to make her
way across Broadway in these latter days she
would have made almost as bad a job of it as
her English rival.  In truth the accouuts of the
candition of the streets is really appalling, but
the illustrations we publish from Huper's
Weekly might serve as a hint for other places
beside our sister metropolis.

W give an illustration this week of the
grand ball at Potsdam on the evening of the
Berlin Marringe. The ball was opened by a de-
tachment of the Imperial Body Guard, the his-
toric *‘ Blue Boys'' of Frederick 1. of Prussia.
This monareh, albeit an insiguificant looking
fellow enough (in poiut of size) himself, or per-
haps for that very reason, insisted that every
member of his picked body guard should exeved
six feet in heighg, (German measure), or about
6ft. 2%in. of our own, They still show at Pots-
dam the measure under.which he used to make
them, measuring them with his own hands, anid
for fear of deception not ouly ““in their stock-
ings,” but in that condition which a lady of our
acquaintance was wont to eall au naturel. - The
heteht and costume of the Guard has been
aintained to this day, and & very tine appear-
auce they make in their blue cutaways, white
cross belts and leggines and mitre helmets,

The illustrations on our back page was by
ervor fully deseribed in our last week's issue in
which it had been designed to place it, aud to
which we refer our readers for explanation.

A NEW requiem, composed by Herr Bonawitz,
was to be pertormed for the tirst time in Foglaud on
March 11, at St. Matthiaz Chureh, West Br mpton. "Uhe
tenor solos were written for Mr. Faulkner Leigh, with &
violin obligato by Haorr Jonahim, acomnpanied by s full
orchestr nud oliorus, conducted by tho cumposer.

A xowsteEr Democratic meeting held in
Madrid last week condemned Cubau slavery.

Tue Boers are suid to be dissatisfied with the
terms of peace, and farther autbreaks are appre-
hended.

Tur Farl of Caithness died at the Fifth
Avenue Hotel, New York, last week, from
paralysis of the heart.

Tue murderer of Captain Elliott, killed while
crossing the Vaal River in January last, now
lies in prison at Heidelberg.

A CONsTANTINOPLE despateh says the Euro-
pean Powers have accepted the frontier line
proposed by Turkey.

Tur editor of the Freihedt, the Socialist
organ in Londen, hax heeu arrested by the
Government,

Tue new American Protestant Episcopay
Church in Paris, the corner stone of which was
laid last week, is o cost half a mnillion of dollars.

VARIETIES.

IN 2 vase of assault and robbery at Sheflield
recently, one of the witnesses was usked how far
he steod from the spot where the deed was done.
He answered unhesitating ¢ Rixvty-three feet

Notwithstanding the :

of New !

seven inches ! ‘“How, sir,” cried the prosecut-
ting lawyer, ‘“how can yvou ypossibly pratend to
Csuch aceuraey ©7 ¢ Well)” repiled the man in
the box, ** von see, 1 thouzhit some d—il fool
would be sure 19 ask me, and so 1 measured.”

AN InnErpissisre Onoax.—In a o smal
church at w village wear Brizhton, where the
Seongregation eould not athrd to pay an organ-
sty they bought aseif-ieting organ, a compact
. instrament, well suited to the purpose and con-
Catrueted to play forty ditferent tanes, The sexton
! had fustructions how to set it going and how to
¢ stop it, but, nufortnuately, he forgot the latter
s part of his business, and, afier singing the first
four verses of 4 hyan previens to the sermon the

s - organ could not be stopued, and it coutinued

Cplaying two verses more ; them, just as the
nau completed the words, *° Let us pray,”
T icked and started afresh tane. The
nivister sat it ont patiently, and then renewed
1is introdtuctery words, *F Let us pray,”” when
ek went the organ again and started off an-
sther tune. The sexton and others continued
heir exertions to tind out the spring, but no
s one could puta stop to it; so they ot fourof
i the stoutest men in the churel to shoulder the
Pperverse instrument and they carried it down
the centre aisle of the Church playing away,
into the churchyard, where it continued clicking
and playing until the whole forty tunes were
finished.

A Puystear WRECR.—A hacking cough saps
the physical constitution, uet alone because it
destroys the tissue of the Jungs and developes
tubercles which correde aud destroy them, but
also because it ruins rest and fmpairs digestion.
How importaut, therefore, {s a resore to judi-
cious medicazion to stay its ravages. A total
physical wreek must inevitably eusue without
this. Inthe choice of a vemely, the pulmonary
invalid is sometimes wisleasd by specious repre-
sentations, to the serions prejudice of his
bodily well-being.  The only safe resort is a
tricd nud bhighly ~inetioned remedy.  The cre-
deutials of Nerthrop & Lyman’s Emulsion of
Cod Liver Oil and Hypophosphites of Lime and
Soda entitle it to the place it occuples, viz,
that of the furemost congh medicine and lung
invigorant sold ou this rontinent. The testi-
mony of veteran physicians, aud a popularity
Lased on merit, combine to give it the prestige
of a standard medicine. In cases of asthma,
weak chest aud luuys, bronchitis, laryugitis aud
other throat and lnug complaints, it may be im-
plicitly relied npon.

 PUBLISHERS' NOTICES.

tnr agent, Mr. O, Avmong, will visit Ottawa
aud alt places on the . M. 0. & @} R, to Hoche-
Laga during the next rortnight, tor the purpose
of collecting snbseriptious due to this paper, and
obtaining new sabseribers,  Woe trust that those
who ave tn arrears will make a speeial etfort to
settle with him. :

Mr.J. L Gonld is ut present on atour through
Ontario in the interests of the NKws, and is
uow in Toranto, where we trust that he will
meot with a goosd reception {row our friends that
are and thoss that are to be.




