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Mrs. Douglas replied, that she could not call tion in the world, if ever I should meet a kindred
to nind.ever having before had the pleasure of spirit, whose exalted ideas should beat in unison
seeing her. with nv own; for, with the bard of A-von, I had

"Most surn-ising! how romantie!" jaculated ever thought, thnt
the lady, while Mrs. Douglas was a littie at a loiss ' The course of true 1,ve no-r yet ran smooth.'
to understanl ho such ternis couid be applied I also dtermined, that ne ordinary mortal sbould

to ber dncieny cf mnenory. " Thein, my dear w in mv hand. Ie -mîust Le far above the con-

ada, will briefly give you a history Of my mon herd. Stch, my dvar madani, were my
past life, wh-ichl contains many sing,,uhtLr vicis- ideas at the age of seventeen years; such, younig
situdes and occurrences. Ihdeed," she added, lady, are doubtless yours. About that time, my
1 a low tone of voice, "between ourselves; I father was summoned te London upon business,

aeserious intentions of writing a nove], cf and, greatly to my delight, I was permitted to
WhielI shall be the heroine; and I intend itccompanv him. Shortly after my arrival there,
to introluce you and your beautifid daughter I attended a large assembiy, the magnificence cf

t it, just as I bave fouind you nov. It will which al
- w-icha5 tohhdand deligh ted me. Severai

tmake an excellent scene-ber enployment so times I beheld amtiong the crowd a graceful
aPpropriate, lier style of beauty so spirituelle." figure, who distinguishe appearance and black

Mrs. Douglas did not appear to appreciate this -oustache, completely enchanted me. He was
nlllexpected honor, however she made no remark, introleuel to me as Count )e la Rue, and during

while the lady continuel: the remainder of the evening I ivas his partner.
"lPerhaps, M-s. Douglas,.you may reinenber, bhy need I enlarge upon the subject? We met

111your early days, of a cousin of your deceased, My
byappointient. Thý'- (ounit 1 rc6posed te m

lanented husband, who bore the nane of Ara- father for my hand, and on or bended knees
hella Carolina Sinclair?" wo both int.plored ii to sanction the union.

And here the recollection arose to Mrs. Doug- With iniexorable firmness, my father refused,
las, of a very romantic, sentimental yog lady, unless the count could furnish proof of his right
With slender figure and raven tresses, who con- to the title, and could name the particular porgion
tinually talked cf poetry, moonlight and Italian of Lorraine in whici bis estates were situated.

skies, whom she with dificulty recognised !i the With the pride of a lofty mind, De la Rue
lady who was nov seated before lier, and whose scorned toprove that which my father would not
pasion fcr romance appeared to have surived believe upon his assertion, and he vas refused
the days of ber youth and the stern realities of admittance nex timne lie called. IIow delightful

fe. was ail this to tme! The realization of ali my
" My dlear madam," she continucd, " you will youtul dreais of romance, wlich only required

also recollect, that the person of whoi 1 speak:, tan appropriate finale. This, a'fas! was soon ac-
ss Arabella Carolina Sinclair, was universally

reimarked as being a youtg lady of peculiarly ' "One night De la Rue appeared under my

eaalted ideas and refined intellect." windov with a rope-ladder. My descent was
Again Mrs. Douglas bowed assent, while the speadiily effecd. A carriage was in attendance;

lady continued, speaking no longer of herself as and after a hasty trp to Gretna-Green, I returned

a third person: to London Coutiîess De la Rue. Of course, we
Yes; I will own that I was a singular girl-so immed-iately hastened to 'my father, quiàe con-

'4Oque in my notions, so different frot the world fident, according te the estabished termination
around me. My spirit disdained te adopt tho of novels, to whose rules we iad all along ad.
ý1llgar opinions vhich iled the common mind, hered, of a reconciliation. You may imagine,
4d with whose stupid realities I couil *id no my dear madam, how disconcerted the counrit and
sympathy. For instance, wlen ny acqtitaces I must have ln, when, after havitg congratu-
got married, I felt the utmost contelupt for-the:t, luted us upo our union, nv father very cor-

hen I saw the straiglt-forward, simple inanner dially u ished us a pleasatnt lionîev-sMoon at our
wlici they conducted their arrangemenis. No' c !eu iii Lorraine, and coolly bidding us good

thffculties in the way isorth mentioniug-nQ un- morning, left the bouse.
uqtal matches-no angry guardians or implaca- "We were thund erstruck-speechless for a time.

ble parents-no stolen interviews or elopements: At length De la Rue found words to express'his
êy thing went on sugothly and stupidly, as-if indignation against tle unjust treatment of my
Were merely an. every-day occurrence whioh father, and inquired whether I could obtain po%-

about to takè place. I, however, with more session of the handsome fortune which had been
Pi, was resolved that I should create a sensa- laid aside by My father as my marriage portion.


