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Situdes and occurrences. Indeed,” she added,
In a Jow tone of voice, “between ourselves; I

have serious intentipns of writing a novel, of !

Which I shall be the heroine; and I intend
to introluce you und your beautiful daughter
in je, just as I have found you nosv. It will
Make an escellent scene—her employment so
appropriate, her style of beauty so spirituclle.”

Mrs. Douglas did not appear to appreciate this
Unexpected honor, however she made no remark,
While the lady continued:

“ Perhaps, Mrs. Douglas, you may ‘remember,
in your early days, of a cousin of your deceased,
lamented husband, who bore the name of Ara-
bella Carolina Sinelair?”

* And lere the recollection arose to Mrs. Doug-
las, of a very romantic, sentimental young lady,
With slender fizure and raven tresses, who con-

‘ t'i"ua.lly talked of poetry, moonlizht and Italian

skies, whom she with difficulty recognised i the
lad)' who was now seated before her, and whose
Passion for romance appeared to have survived
the days of her youth and the stern realities of
lie, L

“My dear madam,” she continued, “ you will

also recolleet, that the person of whora I speal,
‘Miss Arabella Carolina Sinclair, was universally
Temarked as being a young lady of peculiarly
®xalted ideas and refined intellect.”

Again Mrs. Douglas bowed assent, while the
ady continued, speaking no longer of herself as
& third person:

*Yes; I will own that I was a singular girl—so
URigue in my notions, so different from the world

" rounqd ipe, My spirit disdained to adopt the

ulgar opinions which ruled the common mind,
3ud with whose stupid realities I couldgind no
SYmpathy. Forinstance, whenmy acquiiitances
80t married, I felt the utmost contemps forthe:n,
%hen I saw the straight-forward, simple manncr

M which they conducted their arrangemenfs. No ",

ficulties in the way worth mentioning—ne un-

- %qual matches—no angry guardians or implaca-.

€ Parents—no stolen interviews or elopements:

Svéry thing went on smpothly and stupidly, asif |

i : .
Were ‘merely an every-day occurrence which

- ™88 aboyg to také place. I, however, with more

%Birit, was resolved that I should create a sensa-
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Mrs. Douglas replied, that she could not call | tionin the world, if ever I should meet a kindred
to mind ever having before had the pleasure of | spirit, whose exalted ideas should beat in unison
Seeing her., . with my own; fur, with the bard of Avon, I had
“Most surprising! how romantic!” ejaculated  ever thought, that ‘ T
] the Lu]y, while Mrs. Douglas was alittle at a loss ¢The course of true love nover yet ran smooth.’
o understand how such terms could be applied | T also determined, that no ordinary wortal should
t her deficiency of memory. * Then, my dear | win my hand.  1le'must be far above the com-
Madawm, 1 will briefly give you a history of my | mon herd. Such, my dear madam, were my
Past lite, which contains many singular vieis- ' jdeas at the age of seventeen years; such, young

lady, ave doubtless yours. About that time, my
father was summoned to London upon business,
and, greatly to my delight, I was permitted to
dccompany him. Shortly after my arrival there,
1 attended alarge assembly, the magnificence of
which astonished and delighted me. Several
times T beheld among the crowd a graceful
figure, whose distinzuished appearance and black
woustache, comylvtely enchanted me. He was
introduced to me ax Count Dela Rue, and during
the remainder of the evening I was his partner.,
Why neel I enlarge upon the subject? We met
by appointment. ‘L2 Count propesed to my

[3eL)

father for my hand, and on our bended knees

we Loth implored him to sanction the union.
With inexorable firmness, my father refused,
unless the count could furnish proof of his right
to the title, and could name the particular porgion
of Lorraine in which his estates were situated.
With the pride of a lofty mind, De la Rue
scorned to,prove that which my futher would not
believe upon his assertion, and he was refused
admittance nexi time he called. 1low delightful
was ail this to me! The realization of aff my
youthful dreams of romance, which only required
un appropriate finale. This, dfas! was soon ac-
complishied,

" “One night De la Rue appeared under my

window with a rope-ladder. My descent was
speadily effected. A carriage was in attendance;
and afier a hasty trip to Gretna-Green, I returned
to London Countess De la Rue.  Of course, we
imwediately hastened to ‘my father, quide con-
fident, according to the established termination
of novels, to whose rules we had all along ad-
hered, of a reconciliation. You may imagine,
my dear madam, how disconcerted the count and
T must bave Leen, when, after having congratu-
lated us wpon our union, my father very cor-
diadly wislicii us a pleasant lioncy-moon at our
eictean in Lorvaine, and cvolly bidding us good
morning, lefi the house. : '
“We were thunderstruck—speechless for a time,
At length De Ia Rue found words to express'his
indignation against the unjust treatment of my
father, and inquired whether I could obtain po¥-
session of the handsome fortune which had been
laid aside by my father as my marriage portion.
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