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QLAD TIDINGS.

ing off a right hand. But it turny out
thut there iy o seli-denial in it to a soul
fully imbued with the mind of God, To
such o soul, “IT 18 MORKE BLESRRD TO
otve Tan 10 wxckivk.”  Wo do no one
a favour by giving; we blesa owrselves,
that ir, we, in the sery act, break open the
alabiaster hox which pours bu us ita own
fragrance and refreshonye.

Tho grand dastration of this blessednese
is to be found m the Godhead,  Man likes
to agT, God lives to givi; and it is God
that is « blessed for ever.”  1n the plan of
Redemption, wo find Tire Fatuxr count-
ing it * moro blessed to give than to re-
ceive.” Ho duewelopes (so to speak) Ilis
own blisa by givieg that immwense, that
infinito mft, His own Son. This is the
rate at which He who is blessed in giving,
delights to grive.  Here is a gratitication of
bis giving heart; He bestows on mau the
unspeakablo ¢ift, the Beloved Son, and to
Him Ho grants the gift of a multitude
that no nmn enn number, a conntless flock
of ransomed souls for their Shepherd's
glory, whils to cach of tho flock He gives
not cnly tho Beloved Son, but also the
Holy Spirit with «l! His train of graces
and joyg.  Then, also wo find tho Sox's
mte of giving to b in no respect Joss
Jibersl.  Hegives Himself, « God manifest
in flesh” for ux, thmsolf with all His obe-
dience, all 1lis suflcring aud death, 2l Hia
merit, aud all that all these purchase and
mnke sure. Tho price of tho purchased
blessings must not be forgetten; for e
rave not only service, but anguish, woe,

aath, iu short whatever justice sought—
all in order to preseut us with grace and
glory, without monsy or price on our part,
O what giving is this! O wy soul what
giving is here!  And the Hotv Guosr
also {who in Pxa. li. 12, i3 called “7ur
¥Ree,” ic. the princely, or generous, or
liberat Spirit), 1fe comos in tho name of
Jesue, and mnkes a git of Hivsered and
thu® in ono sum wo are made to receive,
< Lovg, joy, peace, gooduess,” in short, alt
halineas, all excellency, and all that is con
tained,in Eternal Life.  What giving! we
amain eacliim,  The full sen of Godhead-
Dliss flowing in upon man! Aud this
aving is ong of the forms of Godhend
felicity,  * It 18 Mony Buessep to ave
THAN 10 RECRIVE”  Men and Brethren,
who would not taste something of this pe-
culiarjoy 1 luisnot your money 1 waunt”
{sayaa man of God), “but your lappi-
ness.” .

III. g sratev TR MEsASURE, AND
RULE.

« FRE®LY YE HAVE RECEIVED, FREBLY
owvey”  (Matdiew x. 8.) Ye have got
from your Mastor witbout His leohing for
requital i any shape; give ye to your fel-
low men without 1cgard to the probability
of requital from them.  This is so fur the
force of *Frrkry” but then wo must
also remember the amount of what we
recgived freely from Him.  Who can for
get bow full, how frank, how generous ke
wrs! The patiern of our giving as to
neasure is to be Tie Loku's owy measure;
and in regard to that we kuow that He
gives as prompted by His own loving,

kindly, generons  muture, not’ stinted by
vegard to the likelihood of getting thanks,
ot meeting with a return of benefit.  Let
none, thorefore, excuse in himself an un.
roadiness to give by raying, « Posaibly, it
may be turned 10 hittle advantage by the
parson who geta”—that word * Frerey,”
enjoins you to eopy the Saviour's sxample;
10 open wide yonr heart and hand even
thongh your kindness bo ill-requited, or
vever owned atall,  Neither say; ¢ 1 have
stopt giving in the meantime, beconse
otliers, equally able, are not giving up to
their measure”  What hast thou to do
with what ortnrr Mey aivr?  Wo ask
again, what hast thou to do with what
“other men give? Thy pmt is 1o re-
member and to look apon wuar TilOU
HAST RECRIVED; yes, what Tnou tnysrLy
(tenving others out of view) uasr Re-
CEIVED AT TUE WAND oF Gob. Look at
the largeness of that amount, and how it
was given unstinted and ungrudged, in
spite of Iis knowledge of sclfishness in
t}we, which (hke the sand drinking in the
rain) would so quickly approprinte all znd
axhle upward almostnought.  M:Cheyno
quotes the saying of an old Divine: « What
wonld have become of us if Christ had
Leen as saving of His bleod as some men
are of their monuy 1

And farther,  When Jerua aays, ¢ Asg
AXD IT SUALL BE GIveN You,” (Mult. vii.
7. Luke xi. 9,) does he not suggest much
asto the measure; especially when he adds;
“What man of you is there whom if his
son ask bread, will ho give him a stone?
or if he ask a fish, will he give him a ser-
pent?  The measure here is simply the
very TuiNe Requireo. Christ gives not
merely something hut up to the supplying
of the want; if wo copy Him here, then
as far as lies in our power wo shall ain at
aiving as much s will meot the exigency,
a3 much ag will come up to the demand.
You know we aro only sTewarps of all we
poseess; our noney i3 not our own.—
“ Oceupy till I como,” isthe superseription
on every coin, .

But reverting again to Mait. x. 8,
“I'RKELY YR HAVE RECEIVED. FREELY
utv,” let us notico that the first applica-
tion of that counsel was in reference to the
preaching of the Gospel, the imparting to
other men what they themselves had re-
ceived.  Go and tell your fellow-men these
wood news, however ungratefully the hear-
crs may act toward you; for you your-
selves were undeserving of such a blessing
when the Lord sent it Shew vour esti-
mata of what you have received by your
efforts to impart it to others far and wide.
Do this by personally telling it as oppor-
tuaity occurs, fuitbfully, frequently, pray er-
fully. .

But since you can do it very effectually,
and fur more extensively than your per-
sonal influence can reach, by ueLvive
oTHERS TO YRocLAt the tidings of great
joy, you must not, iou eaanot, fuil to
avail yourselves of this means of “rresLY
civina.” What, then, is the rato of your
giving for the support of the Gospel ordin-
ances at 1Jome?! I3it such that you can
say: “You may fairly estimato my sense

of the value of the Gospel by tho measute

of my giving*  We do not ask, Do you
give ten ehilliuﬁs anuually towards tho
support of the Ministry, or do yon give
ten pounds? but wo ask, Is your giving
such in its measure that Gl could point
to it and say, * See! here is ano who gives
freely, Leeauro hie feels that hehas received
freely.,” As to our spreading the Cospel
among the Juws and the heathen—what a
melancboly calenlation that s which was
recently made in regard to the Communi-
cants of two of the most numerous Pres-
byternan bodies in this lund, viz—that tho
yearly nverage fur every Communicant
amounted to somewhat like one sbilling
and no more! Asif each communicant
said, “Ivalue my share in the Gospel at
this rate. I givo at the rate at which X
received " Shall tho Lord judge any of
us by this measure? 1las Ho deserved no
more than this at onr hands?

1V. Hx STATED SBOME OF TiIR BEREFITS
RESULTINO,

These are Ilis words: ¢ Five and st
shall be given unto you, good measuye,
pressed down and shaken {(ogether and
running over, shall men. give into yousr
bosom. For with the same measure that
we mete, 1t shall bemeusured to you aguin.”
(Luke vi. 88.) 1lere is a promiso- of re-
compense, ay, of 1ecompense for doin
what is in itself most blessed?!  For such
i3 tho Lord’s wmanner. How like Him
who said : «* Whosoever ehail give'to drink
to one of these little ones a cup of cold
water only, in the nunoof a disciple, verily
I say unto you he shallin no wise ose
his reward.”  (Matt, x. 42,). Blessed is
he that considereth the poor, the Lord will
deliver him ia the time-of trouble” - (Psa.
xfi. 1) It was the same Lord who by
the mouth of David said; 1 have not
seon the righteous forssken nor his aced
begaing bread: heis over merciful and
lenedth, and his seed i3 blessed”—where
(you seq) the giving chavacteristic of:the
wman thus blessed is unmistakeably beld
up to view-—it is the gencrous, the “lend-
ing” righteous man.  Aund how truly in
keeping with Ilis own manner was that
saying of the Master to the Young Ruler,
« Seli v-hiatsoever thou hast and give tothe

oor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven.”  (Mark x. 21.)

In point of fact, men and brethren,

“oivine well” is as needful to our souls
prosperi; as “dving well;” and on the
othier hand, as surely as ¢ the doer of the
work is blessed iu his deed,” (Jas. i. 25,)
so surely is tho willing giver of his sub-
stance blessed in his giving. Hearkan,
heloved brethren!  ©Thy prayers and
thine alms are come p as a memorial be-
fore God.” (scts x. 4.), Hearken yet
again; “Not hat I desire agift, but I
desire fruit that may abound to your ac-
court,” (Philipp. iv. 17,) is the language
usad respecting the giving of tho jailor at
Philippi, the givings of Epaphroditus,
Lydia, Euodiaz, Syntyche, and the rest
i\;lxo!had ministered of their substance to
avi.

It was the oxperienco of a godly Glas.
gow merchant in other days, thal the
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