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JANE TAYLOR.

JANs rAYLoRt was bora in London, Sept. 23, 1783; but lier
father, whose occupattion ns an artist permitted him te reside at
a distance fromn the metropolis, remnoved te Lavenhtim, in Suf-
folk, about two ycars aftcr this event. Amid the rural pleasures
cf a country rcsidence. hier naturally weak constitution becamie
vigorous, and lier buoyant upirits secmed te run wild amid the
bcauty ani luxuriamîcu cf nature. Hand in hand with lier sister,
(who aiso bccarne a pool) she îvould wander up and dcwn the
long walks cf their gardcn, when net more than four years cf
tige, chanting 4ome ditty, wlîich they had jointly composed.
Sie tius formed, ainid these scencs, those sensibilities ef hicart,
acd that taste for the bcauties of nature, which fitted lier for tîte
deep feelings àtcd lufty conceptions of pectry. Indeed most of
our grec: peets have drawa their inspiration frein tlîe breathings
cf nature. Wordsworth, Scott, Byron, Burns, and Thomson,
were playmates cf nature firm their youth, and Ilheld myste-
rious converse with lier seul." 'rhough an active and playftil
chiid, 'she wouid sometimes stand for heurs, musing îvitl hc.r
own thoughts, and then retire te hier little room te arrange theni
in verse. Soiemres. meunted on tho kneading board, at tîxe
baker's, or seated be8ide the fireplace cf a neighboring fermer,
she would astonish a listening grcup b' lier chiidish effusions.
But this neyer fillcd lier mmnd with pride, (for she was ekceed-
icgly diffident) tbough it may have stimulated bier genmus. How
rnany young writcrs have buried their talents in oblivion for
want ci* early encouragement!

Her education wvas condued entirely at home. Her parents,
being weil educatcd themselves, instructed lier in the most use-
fuI branches cf kenowledge. Thus breught up, in the midst cf
intellectual conversation, and demnestic, duties, she neyer forgot,
ie the pursuits cf the literary lady, the occupations belunging te
hier sex. IL wvas titis combination cf the literary acd doniestie,
which p,.culiarly flîted lier for becoming the poet of thes nursery.

]ier father having become minuster of a dissenting cengrega-
tien in Colchester, she removed with him te that place, when she
was tîtirteen years cf age. Inelber nineteenth year she made
bier first vinit te London, where she formed those friendships
and connections, which ialroduced bier into the world of letters.
Her Girst contribution for the pressÇeontitled "Tlhe Beggar Boy,"
was inserted in the Miner's Peeket Bock for 1804. In cenec.
tien îvith lier sister, she nexî publis3hed a volume cf "lOriginal
Poems, for Infant Mtinds ;" and afterwards ariether, cf "Rlîhytes
for the Nursery," wbich seon attained an extensive circulation,
and estabiished lier literary reputation. ' he thus enterait ito a
field, which, thougli the humblest in the wholo province of litera-
turc, eventuelly proved te bie une cf incalculable importance.
Tho excellent Dr. Watts wvas the cnly one who hnd hitîmerto
written especially fur the young; and wlien lier poems appcared,
clxaracteriz-d by a plcasing versificatipn, a piouq spirit, and a
playful humer, almost every mother in Englaed hasteed te
place themn in the liands cf lier children. WVàuld tîtat evcry
chlîd in Canada was likewise pessessed cf thece, insteud cf tiiose
ailly and. frightful atonies, wlîicb tend te render it timid and su.
perstitieus tlirougbi life. Cruelty, quarrelling, cnd iMieness, are
placed in such a liglit, as te zreate an nlmost irresistible dislike
fur thein the mmnds cf the yeung. Clîildren have generally a
fondness for pleasing rbymne, and if sucli picces as those cf Jane
Taylor wcre alwaya placed in tlîeir licîde, a cortect and eleva-
ted taste miglît thus bie formed in their miuds, et a very carl>' age.

lmf7consequence of ill-healtb, she mnade a lengtlîy tour with ber
brother, aleng the ceast cf Semterset and Cornwall ; during
which she wrote a tale, called "1Display ;" whiclî, together with
maay other able writicgs, cf a raiscellaneous ebaracter, made
liher 1 voûte with the eider as well as the younger portion cf

cnnity> Thse shorUîes of lier life, ivhich termitated nt
SOugar,ûin.1824, in happinese cnd peace, prevented the world
frein recivin)g a more vo'ýumineou9 lcgacy firorr ber pen; but it

",0 woman, grentiy giflcd! why
Wert thou net gifted froam on high 1
What hsd tisat nuble genîus donc--
That knew ait lieart*-..alt thingsà but e,-
lied thait been known ? & 0 0 &

-Loea or Religion ;" yes, she knew,
Life has ne ctice but 'twixt the twc:
But whcn abc0 seught ai bilai tg ind,
She gttcssed and gnîîped ; but .1111 was bhnd.
Alet sho tlow, ycî failed te sc
Auglit bat an cartbly deity.
The humble clnistiaa'a holy love,
0 huwv it calm"y soars aboe
These sierms ef passion !-Yes, tee much
1'vc toit lier talent's magie touch.
Rcîurn, Miy seul, Co tbac retrat
Fronisin and wo-îly S&viout'sfeeti
Tliore lbora an art the nover kttew,
Thebeanî's own empire te subdue."1
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II Am reselved neyer te say anything inteatienally, which wilh
wound thc feelings cf anether, l'or kiad wvords and cheerful acte
eest me netbing." Upon reflection, wvhat a ivonid cf happineds
presents itself te our viewv, thrcugh the mediumi of kiadeess te.
wards cur parents, our brothters, our sistens, and ail otîxers, with
wlîom car differeet avocatiocîs may bring us in contact. We
are aIl more or less gratified with the :lîeught cf hnving done
right. Repentance does not disturb theu equanimit>' of a mmnd,
conscieus of hnving. performed a geod act. Happiaess vhiich
is t!ie object of evcry person, (for we are net willing te
helieve thxat an>' individual courts misery,) is mest effec.
tuaily îroinoted by cultivating and chenishing towards aIl, tbose
kind>' feelings, wbich are ùie springs cf kindly actions.

Ie speaking cf kindncss, I mean that which is net prompted
b>' base motives, but springs f.o.-n a heazt welh disposed towards
its object or aias!I tee often do wc ind under this garb cf
Paradise, the must ablîorred ingratitude, ambition, envy, pride,
an-d even lîatred To such a deptx of degradatien do the hu.
mon passions descend, tiat even love, chanit>, and mere>', ("lthat
droppeth as tîxe goule dciv frein heaven doive cne c earth be.
eatlt,") bave nlot been left free frorn the use cf fouI purposes.
But the truly good man, vhto mokes happicess the object of bis pur.
suit, cuver uses stich unholy perversions, but aiways acts froi
pure motives. Such is womnnz Iindeess, when old age requirea
the lielp cf gentle hands and soothing wcrds te make less bar.
densome the wvaning moments cf rnortality.

Thus, I have seen the dcugliter cf a bîind old man, wbcso palsied
limbs ivero fast sinking tu, the dust, cheerfully admninistering te
bis wants, tilt lii spirit fled frein is tenensent of woe. ''î
ivas kWndness. W. M.

Hamilton, January 18, 1848.,
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will, nct williagly eust into oblivion titat with which it ha, been
blesgcd.

A striking contrast te Madame De Stael, was Jane Taylor.
Rutiring and unobtrusivo i li er disposition, sho deligbted iiore
in tho aflbctionate intorcourse or tho family circlo and theo retire.
mient of the closet, than in the biglhest plaudits cf the world.
Her writings aiso, wore mostly confined ta an Itumblor spphere.
SIte wrote tor eliitdron in tho nursery; Madame De Staol for
the philosopher in bis atudy. Bach attained tho lîighest excel.
lence in hçgr dopartmnent, but the former undoubtudly did the
most good. The une was guided through lif0 by an enliglitened
picty, and spent ail hier cncrgics in inrusing the sanie spirit uCop the
pliant and vigoroui minds of the young. The other accom1 îlish.
cd a great deal in a literary point of viewv; but Mia moral one,
was time author of much cvil. Thoe co lived and wrote fur cter.
nity, the other for earth. The c.ic, descrves te bc rankcd among
the grcatest bunefautors of mankind, the other gmongz its groat.
est writers. No wondcr Jane Tuylor, aftcr readingtlie "Coriùno,
or Itaiy," cf Madame de Staci, slxould address hier with the fol.
lowing apostrophe-
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