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Ir is one of the highest offices of poctry to give utieranco fo ‘the
dedp feehings'of the heart—-to # fold the mitror up” to man, us
well as to ndwre,  The power of seizing, as it ‘were, and laying
bare the workings of sorrow, affuction, compassion, pride and
anger in the human breast, is possessed only by the gﬁghticst
intetléets, such a~ Shakspeare, Dauge, and Mitton ; yet, it is also
found In an inférior digree, in o large class of female writers,
who have arisen duriag the last century, and whase intensity of
feeling and tenderaess of soul Rgye peculiarly !}lfc%thcm for
portraying the thoré amiable passions of the'heart. At the head
of these is Mrs. [(emauns. Born at Liyerpool, in 1794, she was
ever an imaginative, fanciful being, givng vent to her thoughts
in verae, from the time she was cight years of age. . Her cacly
marriage with Captain Hemans, first broke in, alas? tao rudely,
upon the pleasing revery of her Jife. | An cnthusiastic devotee of
literature, her ouly delight was to feast on the ‘works of genius,
or revel in the regions of imagination ; while her husbund, on
tho cantrary. was of a’ worldly “'u{ilita'riuu" disposition. 'There
was no sympathy of soul or congeniality of taste between them,
and at length a scparation took place.” She retired with her five

she devoted herself to study and the composition of her pocms,

The clegance and taste displayed in some of her first produc.
tions, gained'for her the acquiintance of, Bishop Heber; who,
doubtless, had a great influciiee in turing het attention to more
serious subjects.  Her varidus works were given in rapid suc-
cession to the public ; with whom, however, their depth of Teel.
ing and beauty of style, secured for them an enthasipstic recep-
tin. I 1829, she removed to the vicinity of Liverpool, in
order to cnjoy the greater literary fasilities which that place
affdrdedy” but, though now in the zenith of her fame, she spent
her tim:z as wuch as possible in rétirement.

About a year after her seltlernent here, she made a visit to
Scotland, which greatl§*extended the cirele of hey literary ac.
qndintance, © Her stay at Abbetsford; and impressions of Sir
Walter Scolt, are thus’ described by herself—¢ QVith him [ am
now ‘in coustant intercourse ; taking long walks over moor and
woodland, and listening'to song and legend of other times, till
my mind fodgets itself, and is carried wholly back to the days of
thie Slogan and the fiery“cross, and the wide gathering of Border
chivalry. T conuot say ¢énough of his cordial kindnuss to me:
it makes me féet, when at Abbotsford, asg if the statcly rooms of
that anccsxral-lo‘okin% placs were ‘old familiar scenes to me. We
killed inn dael! “Had it been‘a’century cdtlier,” he said, “a bloody
feid would have been transmitted, as Spaniards bequeath 4 game
of chieds to their chiidren.” The whole expsessian of bis beve-
volént countenance changes, if he has but to speak of the ditk or
the claymdre' s you sce the spirit that would say amidst the trum.

tiies, in rcpeating g verse of warlike minstrelsy, he will apring
up as if he caught the ¢ound of a distant gathering cry.”

She likewise spent a few weeks with Wordsworth, in the
north of England, in a manner équally pleasant.  «1 am charm.
ed with Mr. Wordsworih, whose kindness to me has quite a
soothing influence over my spirits. There is a daily beauty in
his tife; which is in such lovely harmony with his poetry, that I
am' thankful to have witnessed and fell it. e gives me a great
deal of his society ; reads to me, walks with 'me, leads my pony
when I ride, and [ begin to talk with him quite as with a sor{ of
pxdernal friend.” .

Alter living three years at Liverpool, she removed te Dublia
to' énable her elder sons to complete their education, but the de-
-licate state of her health; with which she had sufitred for some
-time, nt length brought her existence to a close about three years
uf¢r her removal, on the 16th of May, 1835. . Her death was
| .choered by that heavenly plety, which throws euch a distiny “sh.

children, to the residence of her mother, in South Wales, where

passed one meadow, o, which Sir Walter’s grandfuther had been '

pets, hal ha! suddcr'\ly. flashing from hi$ grey eyes; and some.

ing charm over her Avri(itlﬁq‘ ) & fewdays bofore her death, sho
tth, of which the following is o part :

()
wrote a sonuet 1 the Sab

“Ang tho hamiet fow,
With whose thick orchard.llyoms the soft winds play,
Send out their inmates in a happy flow,
Like = fread vornal stream. 1 miay not tread
With them those pathways—to the fevonish bod
Of sickvess bound :—yet, oh my Gud ! I bless
Thy mercy, that with Sabbath peace hath filled
My chestened heart, and all its throblungs salled
'I'o uno deop calm of lowlieat thankfutness,”

Her numerous picees are characterised by a loftiness of feel.
ing. a purity of sentiment, and an clegance of diction, which en.
title them to « high rank in Euglish literature.  Hor acquaint.
ance with ancient literature, gave her a classieal faste, while her
fondness for the great masters of Spain and Gurmang, couferred
depth and origlnality of thought, Eudlessly diversified as are
her subjicts, embiracing the whole compass of nature, there is
not o verse in which is not found some elevated scatiment—
somo truly womanly feollng, Witness the following :

MOTHRER'S LOVE.

—
.

Thero is none

In all this cold and hollow world, no fount

Of dedp, strong, doathloss love, save that within

A mother's hoart.—It is but pride, wherowith

To his fair son the fathcr’s eye doth turn,

Watclung his growth. Ay, on the boy ho looks,
The bright glad creatura springing in his path,

But as the heir of lng great name, the young

And stately trée, whose rising strengih ere ?ong
Shall bear his well.—And thr is love !

Tlus is man's love —W hnt marvel 2—you ne’er mado
Your breast the pillow of his jufancy,

While to the fulaess of your heart’s glad hoavings
His fair chooks rose and fell ; and his bright hair
Waved sofily to your breast !— You uc’er kept watch
Beside him, ull the tast puld star had set,

Aud morn, alt dazzebug, as 1 triumph, broke

On your dun weary eye; not yours the face

Which carly faded through fond caro for him,

Huny o'er his sleep, and duly as Heaven's ight,
Was thore to greot hts wakoumng! You no‘or smoothed
His couch, nc’er sung hun to bis rosy rest,  +
Caught his loast whispa,, when tus voice from youra
Had learned soft utteranco i presrud your lip to his
When fover parched it hushed his wayward cries,
With pauent, vigidan!, never.wearied love !

No ! these aro woman’s tasks '~In these hor youth,
Aad bloow of cheek, and Lusyaney of heart,

8:cal from her all unmarked !

A scraphic glow of devotion animates her poctry, and gives it
a pure and etherial spirit,  SBoverely tried in the furnace of af-
fyction, she learned to place tier dearest hopes, and utter her
lofttest $trains, on-the blesseduess of a brishter world.

Anocthor excellenco.of hor weitings is, that thhugh most of them
are short pieces, tncluding-an immense variety of subjects, she
never indulges in aisiokly sentimentutism.  Deprive the poems
of Thomas Moore of everythiug of this character, and what
would be left 7 Many of her occasional pieces are exceedingly
touching and beautiful.  Hoer «Casabianca,” ¢ Tyrolese Even.
ing Song,” and « Homes of Engiand,” vival evea the far-famed
yfics b?lhcr friend, Thoyoas Campbell. Juxia.
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- Bodily Bxrerciso in Barly Lifo.

To reTTER the active motions of childven, as soin as they have
acquired the use of their limbs, is barbarous oppusition of impro-
ving, their minds and manners, is s inswlt to comnmon sease. It
may, indeed, be the way to train up elevated puppets for short
lived prodigics of learning ; but never to form healthy. weli-in.
formed and accomplished men and wimen,  Every fechng indi-
vidual must behold, with much hoart-felt concern, pror little puny
creaturcs of cight, tea, or twelve yoars of uge cxlubited by theic
silly parents as proficiunts in lcarning, or as distinguished far
their early proficicney in Jinguage, clocation, masic, or oven
s me frivolous acquircment. sl‘nc strength of the mind, as well
as the body is exhausted, zad the nitural grawth of both is
checked by such untimely exertions. .o




