
GOODCHILD: MILK EPIDE.)IOS. 6

Dr. George M. Rober tabulates eighty-six cases of tuberculosis
showing the transmission of bovine tuberculosis to human beinIgs
throughi millk. Added tLo those specifie cases, it is Iîow a xvell-known
fact that the bovine tubercle bacîllus bias been found in an active stîMe
in the intestines of voung infants. So thiat Ilhe chain of evidence is
almost as nearly complete as anything in scientifie miedicine can be.

Even Koch now admnits the presence of bovine tubercie bacilli affect-
ink: esnei glands of children, and, 1 believe, the recent Inter-

national Congress on Tuberculosis at W-ashington sustains a 95 per
cent. testimiony and belief that the bovine tubercle not oniy attacks
intestinal glands, peritoneum, the meninges, and bone, but, ini addition,
this bovine bacillus finds its wvay to tic lungs to, produce plitlîisis pul-
rnonalis, ail of wviih infection nîay be definitcly traced to the ingestion
of nîiik bearing the germs of boviiie tubercle.

Dr. Johin Ferguson, of Toronito, lias recently quoted the report of?
iMartens, of Coiienhageni. Dr. 11lartens found sorte ir2- cases of tuber-
cular disease, among S11 eidren of an institution which received its
millz supply f ron a lierd of tubercular cows.

To returiî froxîî Uîis digression ]et me quotc Power of London wvho
suins up the points of note in mîilk epidemics, and shows the outbrcnkS
to, have the following characteristics.

(i) Outbreakz, sudden and cessation also abrupt, if ailowance is

made for tlie late cases xvliichlihave probably beconie infected froni the
cariier cases anîd not by the i-iilk.

(2) A large proportion of tic attacks arc simultaneous. The out-
break aiso, reaclies its inaxiniwîî too rapidly to admit the possibility of
infection froni a first case.

(3) Two or niore persons ii tlic samne house are taken iii at the saine
tinie. Thîis nîay occur apart froni milk infection, but it is very excep-
tionai as regyards the first invasion of the lîousehold.

(4) A very large proportion of the iîousehold attacked wvili be found
to have a comnion nîilk supply wvlich, liowever, niay flot le distributcd
by Uic sanie retailer.

(5) If the houselîolds are classified according to tic anîount of niiilkz
consumed daily, it xviii be found that, the attacks are more îurncrous
among those consumîing a larger supply. The wealthier consumiers -en-
eraiiy suifer more than the poorer.

(6) A1tacks are rare aniong persons wio, drink littie miilk or only
take it iii tea or coffee, or aiways have it boiled.

(7) In scarlet fever mnilk cpidernics tic type of disease is usually
nîiild and attcndcd îvith lowv mortqlity.

(8) Infccted crearn or milk krept over night lias bccn found to cause
more virulent cases of flic discase tlîan milkz consumned in thc frcshi
stnte
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