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2nd-That this virus may live and
mnultiply inthe blood and develop ery-
sipelas at remotesperiocis.

3rd-That the bichloride of mer-
cury, taken internally, is a certain
destroyer ot the virus in the bi ood, and

reliable cure in cases of erysipelas.of
a recurrent character.

EUMATOID) ARTHRITIS.

TPaper read at Annual Meeting, New Bruns-
wick Medical Society, Suly, 1893.

Bv A. C. Citocn:r, M...;Íredericton,KN B.

~The ob.ject of this paper is not to
throw any new light upon the patho- 1
ilogy, causation or treatment of this
interesting malady, but to take agen-
,eral survey of the disease, and to
impress upon us those proiinent fea-
tures of the affection whose want of
recognition lias led to sucli terrible
results. There are few symptoms we

.fail more often to recognize, notwith-
:standing that we observe them, than
those of rheumatoid artliritis, and fev
,affections whose want of early recog-
nition is attended in its later stages
wvith sucli helplessness and misery.
-ven in its advanced stages rheuna-
toid arthritis is often iot recognized,
-the unfortunate victim of the disease
being treated for gout, spinal curva-
ture, ricklets, or:for tuberculosis of the
joints. It is then- the importance of
the subject which lias suggested this
short paper upon the disease.

The affection is for the Ymost part
1brought on by' conditions -which pro-

luce lovering of the vital powers such
as ;overwork of b.ody ,and gnind, in

i ro'longed ,grief and anxiety,
circum rntances prov.cative of catarrh,
uh asr sidence in 1low ying dis-
uieti Îls d~rainee aud ill-venti-

lated bouses, and occupa tions involving
exposure to cold and dramp.. Exposure
to cold and dampness:following fatigue
s; a powerful factôr in producing the

disease. ln woman hyperlactation:and
nenorrhagia are potent causes. Trau-

matism is responsible for :some of the
cases, -more especially of the monoar-
thitie :form. is not unfrequently a
sequel -of ýacute articular rheuimatism,
and in -some of the cases under my
observation I was able to trace a strong
history of rheumatism in the family.
Persons of all ages may suffer, but
those between 20 and 40 years of age
are .most prone to the disease. It is
not, however, an uncommion affection
in children. sOne of the severest cases
J have met with occurred in a female
child 10 years of age, a relative of my
own, a case which presented every
feature of the disease in its most
typical form.

The pathology of the disease is, ob-
scure. There would appear to be a
condition of chronic inflammatory
changes affecting ail the structures of
the joints, boue, synovial
membrane and ligaments. The cartil-
ages are more or less completely ab-
sorbed, the denuced bones are -worn
away presenting a condition of ebur-
nation, bony growths form atthe free
margius of the cartilages anc may
extend to the capsules and tendons.
Wasting and:fatty degeneration of thé
muscles surrounding the .joint also
occur. Hydroartbrosis sometimes ap-
pears in the.early stages due to effusion
into tAie synovial sac. Small nodules
form at the edges of tbe cartilaginous
covering,., producing the well-known
nodosities.of I-aygarth an Bi 1-ieberden.

The exact nosological position of
rhcumatoid arthritis is (far from being
definitely settled. The opinions held

*vith respect to it are:
(1) That it is a form of true rheu-

matism.
) That many of its manifestations

appeat to be depéndent ipon eionf
the spihal cord.

It, is unfortunate that in a few cases
the early stages of rleumatoidarthritis
may be unattended withi any subjective'
symptoms. l the large .majority,, how-
ever, the disea sets in vith vell-
narked symptoms. The acute ,form
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