‘:'55says
;j".,‘was found. that it was unneces:.m) to attempt tln, continual destruction’
"";of germs if there were no germs to destloy Hence arose the present
2 aseptlc system.” : ‘
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,——-“Antlseptlc suraery was' the foxeumncr of aseptic surgery. It

Ano'{her writer in Great Brltam (511- ]Iectm Cameron), says :—

._‘.":Dvex y treatment which is dlrectccl against sepsxs ‘no matter what the
‘means, be which are emplog,ed, 1s surely’ antlseptlc treatment.” Te

-also. tells us that the word asepsis was_devised by Lister to denote the
¥ condltlon of a wound from “]uch scpms is absent. In the carly days
cwof . Llstcr’s ‘{reatment; soine sur acons spoke of a wound as being “in an

: qntlseptlc “condition>—and of an operation .as being followed by a

thorourrh]y antlsephc result.” Tt was to avoid such awkward phrase-
:,."Iio]om, that: Lister suggested the adoption of 'the word aseptic, a word
".which he afterwards found had been used by Hippocrates. - Sir Hector

adds: % To speak of ‘the aseptie treatment of wounds is c]e‘n], as .con-
{using and inclegant . as to speak of the anfheptlc com'htlon of Wounds 2,
(Brilish Med. J1.. April 6th, 1907.), Co

Many (T hope most) of us concur in Sir Heetor’s opnnon that the
word aseptic has bcen sadly misapplied, “but we must, recognize the fact

‘that the terms antlsoptlc and aseptic are now applied to surgical methods’

oin a somcwhat definite way. . The antiseptic trcqtment of wounds in-
E cludcs _preliminary, disinfection of skin, hands, mstnunents etc., the use
g of antiseptic solutions during the operation, and subaequent antlseptlc‘
. dressmgs " The ascptic treatment of . wounds mcludcs also preliminary
I";dlsmfectxon of. ':km, hands, instruments, etc but not the use of ant1—
e septlc ‘sitbstances dunnrr the operation, nor in the subsequent dressings.

l’rofessor 1\ochcr, of Berne, may be cited as.one who has been much’

] mlsunderstood e himself is partly responalblc for such misunder-
'standmv because he uses the terms aseptic and antiseptic, according to

 his trans]ator in a vague and perplexing way. - For ‘instance, lic speflks

of '1scpt1c wounds aseptic methods of operation, and aseptlc cases. He'

does not, however, as T understand him, disassociate aseptic flom anti-

seplic. methods.  For instance, he always uses antiseplic hrratures 8.,
ligatures carcfully prepared first in cther, second in aleohol, and thlrd ‘
in a 1-1000 solution of corrosive subhmate He also uses “thin silk
becmse it is more casily nnpleﬂnatcd *; and he states definitely that
“it is only antiseptically prepared silk which safeguards us against both

primary and secondary infection.” Professor Kocher has been chosen.
for special mention because of his deservedly distinguished position in
the surgical world, and because we have been so frequently told that his



