
THE HI{P-JOINT.

quack-will indicate the difference between science and
chance-while it will certainly proclairm to the -world that
even in the study of surgery the old and long establisled
proverb above alluded to, is not without its application.

CONGENITAL DISLOCATION OF THl 1IP-JolNT.

That dislocation of hie hip-joint may occasionally hap-
peu prior to birth, is a fact clearly estabhshed; and that it
happens subsequently to that period, fron causes which
have previously happened to the fœtus wlhen within the
uterus, is no less certain. Congenital dislocation is always
dependent upon insufficient development of the coxo-femo-
ral articulation, or malformation of the bones of the pelvis;
it may proceed from an immense variety in the character
and grades of these congenital defets eaci of the compo-
lient structures of [he part being occasionally hie direct or
indirect cause of tie accident. Among the vast variety of
these conditions, wC find that the hcad of the femur may be
deficient, it may be snaller than naural, or it may be flat-
tened before or behind, according Io the direction ol ihe limb
-so, also, the neck of the feuiur may be diminished both
in length and in thickness, while but a rudiment of hliese
parts may sometimes be )resent, or even these may be en-
tirely absent, so that the upper end of the femur terminates
with the trochanter major. The cotyloid cavity may be in-
creased in depth, reduced to a sliglt depression, or com-
pletely defaced. Again, it may bu large in size, in propor-
lion, to the head of the femur-the Cartilage covering the
different surfaces of the articulation may be more or less
deficient. The round ligament may be morbidly short,
inordinately increased in length, or conpletely absent. The
capsular ligament may be extremely lax and greatly in-
creased in size in every direction-or it may be morbidly
contracted and greatly thickened. We nay also find that
the muscles around the joint undergo changes incompatible
weith their normal condition-they may be simply diseoloured
-be transformed into a yellow tissue of a fatty appearance,

or be entirely wvanting. WVhen congenital dislocation is con..
lieted with deformity of the pelvis, we find a lateral
compression of the sides, and a coresponding increase of
the anterio-posterior diameter, or these conditions may
bc completely reversed. The tuberosities of ile ischiuni
Mnay be defoimed, so as considerably Io change tie ouilet
of tie pelvis, while the boues nay sufier fron this disturb-
ig influence, so as greatly to derange ali the dimensions
of ils cavitv.


