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The present number of the Journal closes
the sezend volume, and it is to be hoped that
the third will be commencel under better
anspices.  The aim of the Journal and of
all the other cfforts of the present superin-
tendent, hias heen to clevate und improve the
clementary education of the province as far
as possible under the present arrangements,
sud tu prepave the way for such a vevision
of the whole system as should place it upon
higher ground, and rewove the difficulties
that now oppose the improvement of the
schools and the extension of their benefits.

1n looking back upon the labors that have
now extended over ncarly three years, there
sppears nearly equal reason for thankful-
neas, hope, and regret—Thankfulness for
the removal of many threatening difficulties
and dangers, and for the cheering signs of
change for the better appearing everywhere
on the surfiuce of our provincial education,
—~Hope that the increasing agitation and in-
terest on the subject will bring forth happy

ofd of & better system.—gret thatsoaany

ficlds of usefulness have been of necessity
negleete 1, and that over large districts edu-
cativn still presents the same dead and un-
aitful aspect as in former years.

The earlicr cfforts of the Saperintendent
were much hampered by the inepessibility of
obtaining reliable information on the actual
stiate of the schools, and by the difticulty of
dealing in any general way with the variety
of methods that prevailed in all parts of
their mansgement.  These cvil? ars new
greatly mitigated, though the defective na-
ture of the present mode of supporting edu-
eation has prevented their entire removal 5
and a new officer, with an improved system
G ndinister, will enter on w very different
‘feld from that which presented itselt in
L8,

It is a remarkalle and siguificant fact that
s any, changes for the better are visible
within countics nhere Education was provi-
cusly inan advanced condition.  There every
sizzestion for fmprovement has been acied
upen with activity, aud energetieally pushed
wut to useful results. On the other hand in
many districts in which Fducation has all
along Yeen little better than a name, every
attempt to impreve and stinulate has Leen
xeccived with apathetic indifference.  Some
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of this untilled ground, however, has been
broken up, aud it is satisfactory to learn
that one step in advance is sure to be the
prefude to otherz,  Thore is not a Teacher
in the Provinee who b not since 1850 heen
again and again visited by items of informa-
tion respecting the impertance of his pesi-
tion and the means of making it move useful
and honorable.  Searcely any intelligent pa-
rent vemaing ignornt of the nature of those
systems which in sister Colonies and in the
New England States have raised up the
standavd of universal popular insteuction.
There is now abread a spivit of inquiry and
anxious longing in veference to a new Schaol
Law such as this Provinee hias not previously
witnessed in the case of any previous Eduea-
tional measure, and which cannot be giati-
fieed till we hinve in reality and wholly, what
we long had nominally or in part, good
&chools for the children of our whole popu-
lation.

For nearly three 3c'u-q the present Super-

Wu- © dpum by the weight
of & responsibility ‘w uch he fefound nut

be fully met by any cfforts he conld put
forth or any sucrifices that he could make.
Ifenceforth he throws this burden from him.
Ile will watch with interest the progress of
a School Law through the Legislatwre, and
will be ready to centribute anything that
may be useful from the steve of facts he has
wathered, but the respensibility must now
lic whally on the people themseR es and their
vepresentatives, who should in this ag in
other public_ matters, fidy body forth the
wishes and capacities of their constituents.
Even if all the general wmeasures he has
proposed should be rejectad, he will console
himself for the fruitless vesult of much
thonght and lubour, by the reflection thut he
has dene what he conld, and by that faith in
the progress and destinies of his country
which assurces him that present failure can
be but the postponement of results which
must uttimately be attained.

Nouw, however, is the time for exertion un
the part of the people.  The great questions
of Free Sehools, trainad Teachers and ‘T'ras-
tee-representatives for the districts, are bal-
anced on a point, and the weight of a straw
way incline them to either side.  Let then
every parent who values the aluecation of
his children, overy patrivt who desires to
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lm\e his country held up her head nmcn'f
her neighbows =, every one who has hamented
the short-comings of onr present Educationad
system, exert every diort by pereenal iutin-
ence and by petition to stivaulate and infore
the Legistature.  Let no time be lost; fir
though lasi year the subject lingered throug h
the session as if no ene eaved for it, it is e
unlikely that this yeav the battde ef tin
Scheals will be *“shart and shap.”

—— . “a

MISTARER RURPECTING TilE PROPON.
AL MADE BY THE 2UFERINTENDLNT O
ELUCATION FOR A NEW SLHOUL LAW

Sume yersans appear to suppese that th
Provincial Nevmal Scheol proposed in tle
new School Law, is to be supported by as-
sessment. This is entively an ervory the
supiport of that justitution i intended to be
derived entively from o Legislative gennee,
The county assessment is silely for Comnen
and Gramumar Scheols within the county.

An idex scems also to prevail in some
quarters that the choise of Teachiers is o
Be iwhen fivm the povpie, or tkr §uo Tea.l -
ers are to Le employed except.vse {raine!
at the Nornad Schoel. O the centeuy e
choive of the Teachers ranaius entively with
the Trustees elected by the people, subjeet o
cotise to the Teacher recdving a liceu-.
from the Colnmissioners; and the enly af'.
santage porsessed by pngd's of the Nerms
Seheol 13 that their certificate from that r -
stituticn will bie as gewd as a license,

Another unforndad i
there is to te semething cumpulsay in the
raising f that part of the Tewcher s salaa
which thedistrict or seetien has to contyiin.
we, The only thing compubary i this i
that if a district negleets to hive a Tawher
and establish 2 ¥ehicol it cannot diaw itss b
of puliic aid; and of catse av there will 1y
two funds,the Provincial did and Cennty tas
Loth will in that case Le laat to the distrl
But the Tuustees will Le perfeetly five in
Biving a Teacher, and can ¢ flev his pregise’s
the sum anthorised by @ mceting called tor
the purpese, which st will be less thzu
that at present necessany, in 2o much a< s
aid dvawn thoough the Commuissioneis wii
be double what it is at present, When th -
Trustees have hired a Veensed Teacher;n
matter for what salary, they will disw fivan
the Conmissicaiers in prroportivn o the 2 e
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