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gecured evidence of his death having taken place
abroad. Nothing had been heard of his widow or
children. Lt was on the probability of the existence
of the latter, and in the interest of his laie client,
that my uncle had decided te opose administrition
of his assets. A strict search, hitherto, unavailing,
though some slight clues had been found, was being
made for representatives.  Such was the rough
sketeh sent me. .\ brief was (o follow.

Next for the completion of my plan. 1 sat
down and wrote a long and carnest letter to my
uncle, introducing to him the matter on which my
heart was set. 1 assured him that the counsel 1
naned would do consummate justice to his brief,
and, in explanation of my renunncition of it 4
alluded 1o the slenderness of my own acquaintinee
with Chancery practice By veturn of post he re.
plied, acceding to my proposition; and at the end
of the week L received an imtimation that such evi-
dence as wis fortheorinyg was prepared. and that
the brief would be forwarded on the following
morning.

It was not Gl 1 perused this last letter that i
realized to what an extent 1 had unconsciously
misled its writer. e appeared (o kave concluded
that his case was to be entrusted to o comparativeiy
emivent light of the Equity har; and the readiness
of his complinnce ciused me  certain misgivings.
Just then 1 heard Coke disconrsing in the room
above, and, as 1 hiad not yet absolutely committed
myself, 1 determined to go up, listen, and after
wards tinadly decide.

Ioth judge and counsel, being now accustomed
to my presence, merely nodded a welcome 10 e
when 1 entered ond crossed over to my siccustomedd
seat by the window. How supremely unconscious
they were of the debate in my mind ! 1 leant my
head back, and endeavored to divest myself of pre
judice. I would be rigidly impartial. I decided; and
then I turned an attentive ear. That svnorous voice
—{hose Attic periods ! My doubts vanished into
thin air.  Sarely, surely. 1 thonght, such cloguence
will have die effeer on the enlightened VieeChan-
cellor by whom the case is to be tried. The manner
left absolutely nothing to be desived; the watter dis-
cussed gve evidence of a thorough mastery of the
principles of eqnity.  Snddenly. i tie midst of an
tinpassioned  pevoration, the pliases became in-
volved, aud the eve began to wander nervouslys
then the speaker continued  colerently for a mo-
ment, again lost the thread of his argument. and
suddenly sat down, his face pallid, and his hand
pressed to his heavt. The watehful eyes of the child
fiad been quicker than mine: in @ moment she was
at his side. “Oh! Guardy.’ she whispered, “you
are il 1 By the time © had crossed to him he was
looing back with a gay smile into her anxious cyes.
“Just 2 passing tonch, Fairy; a playful reminder.
See, T am well again 17

Later. the child left us to go to bed. “My heaxt
is atfected. and 1 am subject to these atlacks” my
companion said quiedy. He did not wait for com-
ment on my part, but went on speaking. Some-
times I get a little anxious. for the child's sake. She
would be lonely without me "—the words came re-
flectively—*fearfully lonely. 1 did hope to clucidate
the mystery of her parventage. but the result of my
innquiries thus far is meagre. I have been able, how-
ever. ta make some slight monetary provision for
her. My papers are in that drawer.” he continued,
indicating a burean at which he was in the habit

-

ettt ere-mrteere et ey S el e S o e -

of silting; “and 1 trouble you with all these detuls
beeause L want you to act for me in what, 1 trust,
is the remote event of anything happening to me.
Would you object to undertake the commission I

1 wus moved by his contidence. *No,” 1 sug,
“1 would gladly undertake the commission.™  Ue
looked satistied, and thanked me. “The contingency
is o very remote ong, 1 believe,” he said cheerrully.
*You sce, there is the prophecy about the brief to
be fulfilled.”

‘Che next morning I paced my room in a fever
of expeotation, awaiting the advent of the post-
man, and listening to the strains of the  ciotin
wafted from above. Soon he arvived, delivered my
letters, and enabled me o cateh a glimpse of the
pachage whose contents I guessed; then he mounted
the  stairs. and 1 listened  eagerly.  The  music
ceased, and 1 could hear Coke stride across the
roott. Then the postman came down. 1 waited for
what appeaved to be an eteraity, but what really
must have been abont 10 minutes, in the expectation
of being summoned for purposes of congrattulation,
but no sunumons came.  Then my impatience got the
better of me. aml I sauntered up, as though by
aceident, whistling 2 bare of the music 1 had been
listening to. 1 tapped at the door, but received no
answer; louder, and stiil no auswer; then I turned
the handie. and entered.

At the further end of the room sat my friend,
robed and bewigged, his elbow resting on the table,
his fiace supported by his hand, and slightly turned.
The violin had been oprelessly put down on the
burean by his side. and spread out before him Ly
a nass of papers, together with the brief he had
jnst veceived. lie appeared to be intently perusing
thent and did not even loak up when 1 enfered.
\Witls the objeet of surprising him 1 crossed the room
with a soft tread, and brought my hand suddeniy
down npon his shoulder. As 1 did so a thril] of
horver was transmitted through my nervedibres, for
the fignre that T toncked was rigid and motionless
1 bent forwsird and pesred into the face. Tt bore
the most radiant smile of confentment 1 had ¢ver
Seen. but there was no mistaking its meaning; it
was Jife’s last indelible imprint.

Later. the papers which lay before the dead
man were exanined, and they proved to contain
the evidence he had named to me of the identity
of the child. Taken with the brief, the case was
clear hevond the shadow of o donbt. She was the
heivess my uncle was in scarch of; and so it was
subsequently established.

£ has always seemed to me {a be well in keep-
ing with the irony of fate that, at that very moment
when his brief avrived. after he had waited for it
through fwenty years. Demosthenes Coke should
Rave received a vetainer for a higher tribunal,
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