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taked a trained eye to render visible the sadder-hued and moreslUggish forms of ail this multitudinous insect lite, but it wasflot long before I began to realize that the wilderness of my choice,so far from being a desert, was a thronging conventicle of fellowsun.worshippers. It was, 1 recall, whi le slowly poring over thesurface of a tal and stately teasle, trom the heart of a neighbouringberry patch, that 1 spied one of the first members of this congrega-tion. At first 1 took it fora large yellow-and-brown-banded hymen-opter, the velvety sheen of its elytra giving the effect of shimmeringWings, but under the lens of my unwavcring stare it soon steadiedinto the form of Bellamira scalaris, the first 1 had ever seen alive;unfortunately it had flot comc to stay through the service, forhardly had 1 shaken free front Fome clinging ropes of tbimbleberryvine, than 1 saw the coveted object hurry to the edge of bis perchand saar away into the air, translated from my gaze like somebeat4ific vision into the empyreal vast. Possession is fine pointsot the law, but of entomology it seemed just then to a beetle.fancier the one and only point worth naming in bis whole avocation.My disappointrnent was quite keen and lasted for a long time;even nuw d~ie recollection mouses a fresh pang, as an oId woundlwill throb anew in bad weather. But other sights and betterluck (both abundant that day) soon drove aIl this into the lack-grounil. Before 1 left the thicket 1 ha d captured one specimenof Oberea bim2iala (resting, for a wonder, on the apper skIe othis raspberry leat), one specimen of PIationoIus speciosius, and sevenspecinmens of Desmoceruç pilliatiis, always on the under side ofthe foliage of eIder, usually early cider, whose blassom, longover, had been repîaced by clusters of crirns'n berrnes. WVhat aînagn. 'cent insect the Knotty ('loak is! with his glcaming wing-covers of Prussian Nlue bas-d with bright yellow; unfortunatcîy,his colours fade; cabinet specimens become actually dingy in thecourse of years, the yellow in particular losin7 ail its v'îs'dness.At the edge ot the thickct, before~ enierging, I glanced tip into alarge basswood and noticecl a pale yellow object apparently ab)outthe size ot a cecropia moth dependin7~ fronti an upper leat; it liad futthe thin, shrivelled screness ot deal foIiage, but, whatcver it was,it hardly bcnt the leaf or its stalk where it hung Suddenly ru-menibering that I had an insect net svith a thre'u-jointcj handle


