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ÎJnity ini tvert!y, ând Diversliy in UXiltý.

Vnare about to contqmplate the diversities, or, Pz they bave been sincë
calle>d, variations of the Reformation. Tiese diversities are among uts
most essentiel characters.

Unlity in diversity. and1 diversity in unity-is a law of Natute, and alsa
of the Church.

Truth rnay be compared t0 the light of the Sun. The light cornes from,
heaven colour1ess, and ever the sanie ; and yet it takes différent hues on
earth. varying according te the objecis on which it fails. Thus different
formularies may sometimes express the same christian Trutb, viewed
under différent aspects.

How duli would be this visible creation, if ail ils boundiess vàriety of
shape and colour were te give place to an unliroken uniformity 1 And
may we nlot add how melancholy would lie ils aspect if ail created beings
did but compose a so]itary and vast Untity!

'1'hë unity wluich cornes from fleaven doubtless hus its plade,-but the
diversity of hurnan nature has ils proper place also. In religion we must
neither leave out liod nor man. Without unity yotir religion cannoe be
of Gad,-without diversity, it cannot be the religion of mmn. And it
ought to be of both. Would you banish frorn creation a Iaw that its Di-
vine Author bas imposed upon it, namaely.-that of boundless diversity i~

'Things withont life giving sound," said -Paul, ",whetheir pipe or harp,
except they give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it lie known what
is piped or harped?" 1 Cor.' xiv. 7. But~ if in religion there is a diver-.
sity, the result of distinction of individuality, anid which, by consequence.
miust subsist even la heaven,-there les adiversity which ie the fruit of
mnan's rebelion,-and this last is indeed a serious evil.

1Èhere are two opposite tendencies which may equally mislead us. The
une consiste in the exaggeration of diversity,--the other, in extending the
-unity. The great doctrines of mares salvation are as a line of demnarca-
lion bctween these twvo orrors. To require more than the reception -of
those doctrines, is tu disailow the diversity.4-to require any thing less, is
te infriuge thec unity.

This latter departure la that of rash and unruly rninds, looking beyond,
tŽr ont of Jesus Christ, in thec desire te sec op systems and doctrines of
raen.

-The former appears in various exclusive sects and ie more espeially
zeen in that of Rome.

It le the daty of the Churclh te rejeet Errer froni her bosont. If this be
neglected, Chrisianiy cannot lie uphcld; but, pushed te an extrea it
would follow- that the Chu ých should tafre proceedings .against the smalles*,
deviations, and intervene in mere disputes about words; Jaith wonld lie
ïilenced, and christian feeling reduced te slavery. Not such ivas th'i:
tondition of the Churcli in thoso limes or real Catholiùitv,-the first agea*z


