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in the darkness. In ignorance virtue withers. Righteousness needs
knowledge. Hence, first of all, missionary schools were established by
Northern Christian churches of different communions. TFrom these have
wone teachers into clementary schools, until now two and a quarter millions
of ignorant people have already learned to read and to write. Many thou-
sands have taken a generous education. A few have risen, and are leaders
to higher aund larger life. There are now one hundred and fifty schools
for the training of colored teachers.  Sixteen thousand negro teachers are
uplifting their people. Twenty-five thousand five hundred and thirty
schools are to-day teaching a milion and a quarter of pupils, and a large
proportion of these are Christian schools.  They are Christianizing agencies.

It has been missionary work from the beginning until now, and as
necessarily cducational in its forms as if it were in Africa.  One illustra-
tion may stand for many. A church was organized and a school by the
side of it in Georgia, in an isolated rural community composed almost
wholly of black people. The old-time negroes, untaught and untrained,
were ready to accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and in large numbers
were received into the church.  In the course of time the church was left
for some months pastorless.  During this period a wandering and crazed
man, who imagined himself to be the Messiah in His second coming, came
that way. Ready with the Scriptures and fluent in speech, his carnestness
and assertion soon won to himself great numbers of these professing Chris-
tians among the negroes, whose cmotions became inflamed and whose
imaginations ran away with what sense they had.  The most frantic per-
formances took the place of their former worship. They acknowledged
this crazy wanderer to be their Lord, and rendered him the most absolute
worship and servile obedience. Their fields went to weeds and they to
starcation uniii the county anthorities arrested this state of things by
arresting their supposed Messiah. None of those who had been in the
schools fell into this great folly. 1t was again an evidence that those who
will hear the Gaspel truly must be-able to think and understand.

Most of what has been accomplished has been chiefly organized and
sustained by the Christianity of the North. The black churches numher
at the present time not less than fifteen thousand. The DBaptist and
Methodist communicants together are two and a third millions. Perhaps
there arc a thousand ministers who by training and character may be fitted
for these fifteen thousand churches. What shall we say to the fourteen
thousand churches which remain? A friend testifies, ¢¢ 1 have witnessed
seenes in the black churches of Baltimore that ought to have been possible
only in the heart of Africa.” Those who are acquainted with the South
know that this experience is rather the rule than the exception.

At the same time the influence of these Christian schools upon the
religious condition of the negro people is immeasurable. The children are
being taught what Christianity is. Purer churches are organized. Old-
time churches are being leavened.  Intelligent preachers are displacing the



