
PURTRER TESTIMONIES TO MISSIONS. ARL

If wo wishi Lo gauge the progrcss of Christ.ianity in India, what
stateinent can l>e more authioritative than that ichel cornes spontane-
ouisly»from thec lips of non-Christian Ilindus? More importanco
attaches to sticll an opinion than to any amount of figures compilcd by
any laborer eîîgaged in the wvork. In ite,1 SI)ectator of Bangalore, in
the Madras Presidency, we find a report of a monster mneeting of tho
iLindus residig in thie Cantonnment and the Pattai., held oit Saturday,
November 10, at 4 P. m., ini the new chuttram, near Annamma's
Tempn1 le, Bangalore. '1'he recent conversion of a indu girl, named
Muiliithul«tana-nah, to Chiristiauity, w'as the occasion of thxe assembly.
WC quote tbi- report, and comment is needless.

"1There wero over one thousand people pre 3ent, and thoe meeting was lie]d
in truc Oriental style. The spechles wvere delivered in Canarese, and tlie
audience -%astaccoimniodlatecl n *lî seats on cret;Mr'. C. Sooba Rao, retired
Deputy Collector, l3ellary, occupied the chair. The clhairman, in a lengtliy
speech, referred te thie con v et ii of Mutlîulutelhanamali. to, Christianity,
and submiitted that it wvas against the tcnets of the Shiastras and thie Vedas
for IIiidu vil'n.nts to send t1beir daughiters to imission-sciools, wvhere they
.î'un the risk ot being proselytized. Ife cited copiously from the Shiastras, in
Sanskrit, on the subject before the meeting, and explained Iiis citation in
Canarese. Thoe Hindus, lie observed, nover sent h leir girls to sehiool aftor
tliey hiad attained the geof niajority; and the Chiristian padres tookz ad-
Yantage of thoir youthi to infuse inito thieni new ideas wvhicli wvere iniaxical to
the Hindu religion. He appeaIod to bis hiearers to iniînediately start sub-
scriptiv.i lists for thie purpose of establishing sehools for thie education of
thoir girls, and to reitiovo thieni at once froin mission-sehools. Mission-
schools wcre niainly supported 1 y thne Hindu conimunity, and considering
thc incalculable injury thte mtssionaries wvere dueIij gio thte cause of t/te Hinidu
religion, lio (lid not see w'hy tliey sliould not La-ve tIn'lir evr1P ~.fieIs-tlxe
padres to ioolc after thienisolves. Thie conversion of the girl wvas not the
first of its kind, and iii ail suchi cases hoe invaria1hly. Loun-1 that the influence
of mission ladies wvas broughit into requisition to offeot tho vworlc of desti-uc-
tion. M'fr. Advocate Narrian Rao said thiat thie fathier of the girl Muthulute-
liaman-iah liad told liirn thaf, slie was 3n]y f1f teen yoars of age, and that it wvas
b3' his aIo %viii- mission ladies to freqinc;at bis bouse thiat fais daughter wvas
now lo-,t to inl. Mr. Advocatte Sooba Rao read the translation in Ua'natese
of a letter bearing on thiepjoint at issue, %Yritten by the IRev. Mr. Pickzen, iii
the last issute of T/te Hart'est, and proceeded te explain thie sane seriatim.
Mr. Ramkiilrislina Iyer, of the Dêwan's office, suggested thiat a large buildiiig
near flie Talukz Cutchierry sbould bc purchiased and uatilized for a scliool. Mr.
?attava 13'er remnarked that it w~as owving to thoeir lethargy thiat the mission-
aries liad so far' sucecded in tlieir work of conversion. It was eventually
1r(soivwd iliat aIl Hindu children shiould bu -eîtu-ed froili -iission-scliools,
and thiat subscriptions be collected for opening schools for Ilindu girls in
t:îe several localities of Bangalore. The proceedings lasted cxactly four
hiours."

A Bible reader in China lately overlicard a Buddhist, iwho wvas a
chie£ spokesman ini a, crowd of disputatious natives, say, "\Vell, if. is
pflain thiat our r-eligions are already declining; and this religion of the
foreign dcvils is bound t., conqner."'- The best and Mnost sagaPiour>
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