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in tracing the reasons for the deliciency in quantity of success than in
glorifying the modicum which has been attained. The cause it advocates
has vanquished the obstructions interposed at home io the accomplishment
of its aims. It enjoys a sufliciencey, which according to ordinary estimates
might seem an abundance, of good will and funds. Still it marches at a
pace which, unless il be registered by the enthusiasmof Exeter Hall, appears
little more than funereal. If Carey could have foreseen the magnificence
of the means which his successovs were destined to command, and the re-
moval, as if by magic, of all the bavriers which hemmed him in, he would have
supposed that the foes were bealen, and the harvest was being reaped.
Exeter Hall says it is, and that the only thing now to be done is to hold the
conquered forts, and to push on to [resh conquests.’ Foreyes not endowed
with the second sight of the platform, the principal citadels of heathendom
contirue to flaunt their banners as before. If some peopleprofess to believe, -
as one spealser deplored the other day, thal they hear too much of foreign
missions, the explanation is that they see too little of their results.”

With this ¢“editorial *in his hands, the present writer from the plat-
form of the Conference made the bold challenge, which, from the more
commanding platform of this Review, with its many thousand readers,
he now repeats: he defied any man to show, in any other sphere, in
whatever age or by whatever means, results so magnificent, and so out
of proportion to the agencies and instrumentalities employed, as have
been wrounght in the last century by a few pioncers in the field of mis-
sions! With a conviction as profound, he is prepared to add, that, of
all the evidences of Clhiristianity, this is the perpetual and present proof,
that, in face of foes so giganticand of obstacles so insurmountable, such
progress has been made. To him who will sfudy it, the whole his-
tory of missions is the overwhelming demonstration of & supernatural
Gospel, environed by a supernatural Providence, and enforced by a
supernatural Spirit !

Of course rhetoric is not logic, and declaration and declamation are
not demonstration. We neithier ask nor wish such a statement to be
accepted without investigation. On the other hand, it is a searching
examination that missions court. The main difficulty is that, to most
disciples, and even to the more intelligent, the field of missions is a
terra incognite. When a leading philanthropist of Britain confesses
himself to have been ignorant of the great facts of missionary history,
we shall not wonder if the bulk of disciples have yet to make their first
voyage of discovery. DBut to thosc who, like the Genoese navigator,
will venture on the wnknown sea, & whole continent, a new world of
startling facts, waits to be unveiled and revealed.

The flippant fashion in which teo many dispose Loth of the con-
quests and claims of missions finds illustration in a conversation over-
heard by the writer on the Umbria. ‘I have been in a number of
countries,” suid one, ¢‘and never yet saw much good done by mission-
aries.” “Nor IL” said another ; ““and in fact I think the people
would have been as well off without them as with them.” Perhaps




