religious confreres, whose aim seems not to
~have been the welfare of the French pens.
- frits so'much as to render annoyance to the

"'British Rulevs.  Previously, in 1750, the
.JFrenéh agentshad enticed away about 7,000
Ac.ldl.tm from comfortable ]xomu, to Dbe-
como outeasts and wandevers in the wilder-
ness, expos.ed for years to all the hardships

"'of savage life.”  And yet this was double
‘the lmmbu' the English expelled from ’\Im‘w
and Amnpo]m :

n return for thiskindness and leniency on
“"the p*nt:of the Bnglish, the Acadiing, allowed
f.{o remaiv on their lands for forty years sith-
out t‘lkuw the oath, were embarrassing the
. English *md giving md to the French, to the

utmost extent of their ability. They aided
- the Tndinns in atfacks on the English forts

at'Annapolis and  elsewhere.  During the
. war they carried their produce to the B "rench
instead. qﬁthe Epglish, and conveyed to them
all the information they could obtain con-
* cerning the English forees, intended opera-
© tions aud garrisons.  With hostile French
in New Branswick, and equally hostile and
‘more treacherous Freoeh in their midst, the

Taiglish colonists were anything but secure.

As a necessary precaution they were ordered

to.give up their gnns.  This they did, but

sent deputies to IHalifax with a nemorial

N\m« the reét‘omtlon of their guns 'md ex-
' emptlon flom the oath of allemance. “The
_deputies were met with a acmand to take

the oath or siibnit to the alternative of being

removed from their homes, as a measure cs-
- seitial to-the safety of the English in Acadia,
. and given plenty of time for consideration.

take the oath, fully aware of the x,,o;psc

' quences .tha. must follow. The situation
thenseems to have heen simply thig:r2Phe
English were masters oft Ac'?difr.\ The
I‘lem‘h Acadians lexuse( to 'é\%tbh"' iv\'lt,) to
" their conquerors, Who “hha Tregted i(wm‘
kindly, and aljowed, them46,. iphye, Aheir
lands, veligion and rights. They als, md,ed

the enomxgc of, gl)e Engligh, thus ma]untra

themyselves anepigs.. . Theyshad either to be

THE ACADIA ATHFEN.EUM.

After a montl’s deliberation they refused to)).
5 thm«;

put to death or expatifiatédfand the latter al-.

°

3

—— e e - e m et e v s

ternative was chosen.  The punishment in.
volved their wiies and children which is the
most deplorable eircumstance in conneetion
with the whole affalr.  « The sad feature of
the expulsion of the Aeadians is that it
brought sorrow and misfortune upon their
wives and childven, who “certainly had not
been guilty of any political offence ; but that
is afeature not peculiar to their case. Almost
every man whose erimes bring him  within
the grasp of justice, has innocent ‘relations
who sufter for his faults.  Yet I have never
heard that urged as a reason why the guilty
should go unpunished.” The work of re-
moving and  distributing them among the
New England colonies, was exccuted with
as much gentleness as possible, where no op-
position was offered, as at Minas and Grand
Pre ; but considerable opposition was en.
countered pear the border and avound the
Petitcodiac River. Somewhat over three
thonsand were thus deiven feor iheir vative
laund to:

“ Wauder from city to city,
From: the eold lakes of the novth to sultry
ern Savaanabs,”

of whom, howcver a large number eventunal-
ly returned and settled again in the country
of their fathers.

South-

That so large a number of simple country
peasants should be thus torn from the scenes
to which they had been accustomed, from
the land which they and their forefathers
had, in their rade, homely fashim, caltivat-
ed, where in peace and content they mmht,
have tended their flocks, h: A they bt «hsr(.-

ganded tlw |lhumncut,\ of tlmsu wJp) ha((not
.Lliwn' o uv mu-w"ts 1t he u‘t h )._nu,hnc}wly
hut the h-mcl uf \V‘ll‘ is lm.\omble
.m'(i }mvlp« qhoxen thcnr lme of ‘lcblon‘ .ulyxs-
ﬁdly, but it seem to us lln(‘{e}“t str l,no'e nfat-
Rt mon, t]w) were, compclleﬂ to suffer the
Lqonsgquenees,, tomhle thou«rh thvy Were
And ygt we, s,muqt bub feel tlne dc,c,puxt, Jpity -
£0n, themp \\'lwu we thmk t,h'tt A

o j‘p iwum}m,. m;ﬁ@pantg maptp thg A '1dxans »

aneae
Scittbreddilte flnkes-ofshow, \vhenthe'\v:ndifrom :

3% T-ug!.lsﬂ%“tﬁxdﬁﬁh the’ foas tha{: d'uken tho
ey Banky of Nowfoundland 2 ireso i




