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ovidence must necessarily be, if comparod with theoexamination of
tho brain itsoif, noverthlcss the nuuiber of skulls of tho difforent
races gauged unquestionably furnishes somo highly valuablo data for
etirnical, comparison. Theoevidonco, moreover, is obtained frcxn a
source in some respects leu variable than the encephalon ; and wvill
alvays constituto a correctivo element in ostimating resuits basedl on
direct examinations of the brain. Dr. Davis, indeed, clahns Ilthat
tho examination of a large series of skuis in ascrtaining their
capacities and deducing, from thoso eapacities tho average volume of
the brain, affords in somo respects more availablo data for determining
this relative volume for any particular race than tho wvighing of the
brain itself." Tho defeet is, that its most important resuîts are
neccssarily based on tho assuinptien cf a uniform densitv of brain
wvhereas some notable ethnical differences, hereafter referred te, may.
prove te be duo te the fact that certain races derive their special
charaetoristics from a provallig diversity ini tlîis very respect.

But the extensive observations of Dr. Davis; as of Dr. Mtorton,
have a special value from the fact that cach furnishes resuits based on
a uniforma system cf observation; for the diverse niethods and mate-
riais employed by different observers in gagn th0 ua hi

have greatly detracted from their practical value. In a communi-
cation by the lato Professer Jeffreys Wyman te the Boston Natural
Hlistory Society,* lie presented the resuits cf a series cf measurr-
monts cf the internat capacity cf the same skull wvith pease, be--s,
rice, flax-seed, shot, and coarse and fine sand. Froni rcpeated ex fjâ-

ments ho arrived at the conclusion that the apparent capacity v. ried
accerding to the different substances used, se that the same skLull
mecasured respectively, with pense 1193 centimetres, w-ith shot 1201-8,
with nie 1220-2, and wvitli fine sand 1313 centiinetres. Professer
Wyman was led te the conclusion that, for exactncss, small shot, as
einployed latterly by Dr. Mc -ton, is preferable te sand, wvere it net
for its wvcight, Nvhich, in the case of old and fragile skulls, is apt te ho
destructive te them. With a view te avoid the latter cvii, Dr. J.
B. Davis lias used fine Caais sand cf 1-425 specifie gravity. The
diversity in apparent volume, consequent on the empîcyment cf differ-
ent substances ini gauging the internai capacity cf the skull, neces-
sarily detracts from the value cf cemparativu results cf Merton, Dlavis,
and others. But the elaborate measurements of their great, collections
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