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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

causcs a tenth part of those mclancholy cnses, in which a Coro.
ner's invesligatiun s requured ! We helhiove that every nquest
costs tho public £3, tf such  paltry considoratm may be men-
tioned, in connexion with the hfe ofa fellow.beng,  For the enke
of this £1675, wo subject ourselves to an expendiure of £13,917 5
knowing it at tho samo time to be morally certmm, that the sys-
tem wiich yields this odiwus tax will involve thuusands of cur
cilizens in crune, and bring many of them fo sn untunely end.
How long will it be ere men’s ayes be opened to sec thin fatal mis-
take, and pesmit tho application of an efiectual remedy ?

PETITIONS TO THE LEGISLATURE.

We understand that the Order of the Suna «f Temperance,
both in Upper and Lower Canada,and the Temperance public n
general, aro petitioning  Parliament to enact the Wisconsin Law
n this country.  ‘The practical working of that law has not yet
been fully tested, hut sve huve no doubt that wherever it is faith-
fully enforced, it will present an cffectual barnier to the spread of
intemperance.  Its chicl featuro consists in making the vender
hable for all the cunsequences, and 1o requnng him to givo
2 bond of 81000 with two surcties, before ho can obtam s
licenro, 80 a8 to secure a fund, out of which damnges may bo ob
tained. We repeat, thatf this law can bo enfurced, it will so-
cure tho object ; but thero seems to bo an unaccountable and
lamentable detenminauion, both among rulers and peaple, that no
penaltics shall bo exacted agamst the li lor tho
tavern keeper. But as unanimily is of the utimvst importanco,
we would exhort all to jou with the Sons in petitiwnmg fur tho
eame law : it 18 only by uaaniunty that our petiisans are ikely to
mnke any impression on Pathament.  Tho following is a copy of
the potition :—

To the Honourable the L gislative Counual of the Pro-
vince of Canada.
The petition of the Inhabutants of the —— —
Humbly Sheweth :

Thot the Laws of this Provice relaung ta the granung of
Licensea for the sale of Spintuous Liquoss, are injunious to the
general prosperity and well heing of Her Majesty'a subjects, and
require the cousideration of your honorable House, for the amend-
ment thereof.

It is not necessary that we expatiate before Your IHonorable
Houge, upon e pernicious properties of Spirus, the detestable
noture of drunkenuess, or the wickedness and niserics that are
produced by it.  Your Honorabie House must be fully convinced
by the records of death and critne, how much the use of #pirits 19
abused, and how muclh that abuge contnibutes to ihe disease, wick.

S

, ednese, and misery, which pervades certmn portions of our popu-

lation.

Neither is it necessary to remind you that tha preservation of
virtug and moralny, where they exist, and the recovery of them
where they arc lost, are the most valuable purposes of Govern-
ment ; that Laws which do not promote these ends are ustless, and
those that obvinte them njurious ; that the govermnent that docs
not lead the pcople back to virtue, but plunges them deeper into
vice, is no longer a sacred Institution, because it ia no longer a be-

- nefit to society.

Your Petitinners therefore pray, that, in consderation of the
prospenty and well-being of Her Majcsty's subjrets in this Pro-
vince, your Honorable House will bo pleased to cnact ihe follow-
ing :

LICENSE LAW.

No person ahall herealter be allowed to vand or retail Spirituous !

Lignors, antil he shall, i addition 1o any other requircments of
the Law, have exccuted to the Treasurer or otler proper Officer
of the County, City, Town or Village in which hc may reside or
carry on such buaness, a bund in the penatsum of T'wo Hundred
and -Fifty Pounds, with three or moro sufficient surctics, who
shall bo resdents of the placo whete such businces 18 carned on,

conditivned to pay all damages the community or individuals
may sustuin by roagon of such traflic ; to suppart all paupora
widows and orphans ; pay the eapenses of all civil and cruninal
progymuwns made, growing out of, or justly attnbutable to such
trafiic. .

The bond, ubave required, shall be filed with the proper Officer,
and a copy of the same, properly authenticated, shall be received
i evidence in all Courts of Jushice in this Province.

It shall be the duty of the Ofticer with whom such bond may .
be filed, 1o deliser on demand, a copy of tho sumo loany pergon |
who may claim to be mjured by such teaflic. '

It shall be Luvfal tor any marnied woman to wstitulo and main. |
tain m her own name, 2 st on any such bond, for ull damages 1
sustained by herself or cluldren on acconnt of such traflio ; and ;
the money when colleeted, shall be handed over to her, for the |
use of heroclf and chuldren,

No st for [oquor Bills shall bo entertained by any of the
Courts of tins Province, and whencver it #hiall bo made to appear
to any Court before which a suit may be ponding on a Promiesory
Note, that such note was given i whols or in part for Liquor
Balls, such Court shall nnmediately dunuss such sut at the costs
of the Plaint:ff.

On the trinl of any st under the provisions of this  Act, tho
cause or foundation of which shall be the act of an individual |
under the mflaence of bquar, it shall only be necessary, i order |
to sustam the action, to prove that the Prinepal w the bund sald |
or gave hquor 1o the persan (=u intoaicated or n liquor) whuse |
acts are complamed of on that day previous to the conmissivn of
the offence. {

Whenever a persan shall becomo n County, Gity ur Village |
charge, by reasaon af ntemperance, a sut may be institated by ;i
the proper authoritics on the bond of any person who may have i
beena in tho habit of selling or giving J-quor to such person or ;
pauper so beconing a public charge. !

Any person apwnst whom 4 judgment may be obtained under
the provisions of this Act shall be entitled to compel a contnbution ,;
towntds paying the judgment aguinst iim against all persons en !
zaged in such traffic in such County, City, ‘T'own or Village, who
may have svld or given hquor to such pcrsons committing an .
offence or becoming a public charge. B

Any person who shall vend or setail, or for the purpose of gvoid
ing the provirions of this Act, give away Spirituods Liquors with-, ‘
out firsl giving a hond required by tho First Section of this Act, |
shall be deemed pudty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction !
thercaf, shall be fined in a sam not lers than £10, or nat more,
than £100, and be mpriconed in the County Jail, not less than
"T'en Days, nor mere than Six Months, and ehall bo Luble s all |
reapects, to the public and to indwviduale, the same as he would -
liave been had he given the bond riquired in tho First Section of,
this Act. ;

Al suts authonized by the provimons of this Act, may be com.
menced and proscented befare Judges of the Division Court, |
when the damages clasnied do nnt exeeed £10, ulthough the pe- |
nalty in the hond may cxcced that amount, and the judgment
shall be fur tho dumages proved. X

This Law, vour Petstioners are confident, will bo fiund at once
usefol to the Fimance and beneficial to the People, at once power -
ful in its effects and cusy in its caceution; a Law by whicha mic-
dlc way 18 proposed between Prolubition and License; by whieh?
refurmation may be produced by those gradatiens which have 2l |
ways heen found neceseary where inveterate vices are o bo o
cauntercd.  And your Petitiorera, us 1n duty bound, will cse’
pray, &c.

l

We rejoice lo find, from the following extreact which we take
from the Guclpk Heruld, that i that lucalty at least the Distnet
Cuuneit 18 composed of men, who not only kuow but are willsg
to perform therr duty. The scourge of mtcmperance would be
comparatively light, and would, no doubt, govn entirely diroppes:
if all the District Councila throughout Canada, and other ofiens
L apponted 1o admmisics the Jaws, were acting thesr part in accord
tance with their respective oaths :—

CONVICTION OF A MAGISTRATE FuR DFRAUDING THE REVENUE
AtaPctty Sessions of the Peace, held at Fergns on the 17

‘ull.—prc:cnl, Joim iIarland, Alexander Harvey, and John Wet




