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The General Assembiy of the Churcu of Scotiand.
To our dcarly beloved people; grace, nicrcy, aîîd
peace, from God the Father, und Christ Jesus our
Lord.

On your belialf brethren, we tiiank God, wlîom 've
serve with our spirit in the Gospel of Hlis Son. duat
your faith and devotion have long been spoken of
thîroughout the world ; and we are botiad nlvays to
bave remembrance of you in ocîr prayers nilit tnd
day, greatly dcsiring tîxat, like your forefa thiers in
tintes of clearest lighît, you mnay contincue stetidfastly
in tîe fear of the Lord, anti in tue coinfort of tîxe
Holy Ghost, abounding in tic exercises of ti;ait un-
feigned godliness, wliich is profitable unto ail things,
having promise of thie life that aoiw is, and of tîtai
'which is co come.

In coniphiance with tc solicitations of aiany wlîo
wotch for your souls, aîxd are jealous over you witli
godiyjerlousy, wc have iesolvcd to issue tîxis brotIiýr-
ly exhortation on the sacrcd and iîîdispcnas<ble dujty of
Family Wuorslip-noc as if we lîad any recent,
ground for apprelîending tîxat it is likely to faîl io
more extensive aeglect, but because we knov cou
welI that it is by no mens universally practiscd, and
because even thie purest minds require to be stirred
up, by way of remembratice, chat, whiile they liold
fatit the profession of their owa faitx witlîout waver-
iag, tbey mny consider one anotîter to provoke and
encourage, by good counsel and good example, to tîxe
love of truth and holiness, and to the habituai and
seriaus observance of tîxose offices of piccy, wlîereby,
as surely as the body is nourislied and refreshied by
its daiîy bread and its ni-lhtly rest, the soul of man,
through the niurture and admonition of tue Lord, is
progressively maturcd in excellence and screng th, tilI
id is advanced to tîxe perfection and glory of its im-
mortel existence.

In calhing your attention do titis miomentous topie,
we tiîink it is sniperfluouts co enlarge on tîxe liigh obli-
gations by wlîich tue duty is enfuicd-obligations
which are involvcd ii te very constitution of our
frail and dependet bcing, and imprcssed on tue utidcr-
standing and the lîcart by cte persuasive voice of
Scriptural autlîority, opcning te cars of ina, and
sealing the instruction, by whlxi God spcalzeth, flot
once or twvice, but ni suadry dimes, and ia divers man-
ners, adding uine upon line, precept upon precept,
promise upon promise, and thrcaceningé upon tiîrcat-
ening, so as co brin- lpcrpetuaily to remnembrance hotu
the blcssings cvi;cli uare nititplicd co Uîemr that fcar
te Lord, and tîte fury whîicli is pourcd out on cte fa-

milies which eaul not on luis naine. The appointracat
of the reasonable service of bowing clown at the do-
inestie aitar before tue Lord our Maker, tiner, in
,waicing for the pronmise.d effusion of thte Spirit of
tgrace and supplicacionu, we ay be flUled withi tue

fruits of rigiitcousncss, lias ever been regarded by ail
nien of sound mmid and Christian cxperieuîce, flot as
the imposition of an irkisomne yoke, but as the convey.
aince of an inestimable privilege; for as oftcn as we
manrk the tokens of God's power and presence ini
mnaking the outgoings of tic mnrniing and evening to
rejoice, intist cvery eîiliglîtened and purified heart,
lifting upl its affections to the Fatîter of Spirits, ae-
kinowledgc, witl triumplîant satisfaction, that it is a
grood thing to show forth his ioving-kindness in the
nxorning, and lus fztitlifulness evcry niiglît.

To tose only who have tastcd and seen it, can w.
speak int(lligibly of the tranquil deliglit 'which is
avik,-ned anîd sustained by sucli periodlicai acta of
lîousclîold worship, ns are flot a mere formiai ceremo-
ny in whict the, members join with reluctance or cold
compliance, but the fervent utterance of lips, wlîicli,
out of te abuindance of the hecart, in whicu tie love
of God is shîed abroad, arc, by cthe influence of tîtat
unq'icnclîablc affection, mnost pleasingly constrained
co celcbrate tc mercies whliclî are new every morn-
ing, and to off.-r tip the spiritual itîcense of prayer
%vitc ns uinceasingY regularicy as fromi the sanccuary of
Isracl h Uic aokie of tlie evening sacrifice arose, or as
-lie early dew of 1lermon descended on the mounitains
of Sion, %vliecn thtere: cte Lord commanded the biess-
ing-even life for everniore.

Witlîout ail controversy, cte benefits produced by
titis liallowed exercise are ineffably precious. It is
itot enoughi to say tîtat tîtus are devout and grateful
emoxions awakened-thus is faith in the superintend-
in g providence and ltoly promiises of Gdd confirmed;
Uius are tîte -'races of liumi.ity, resignation, and pa-
tience, nourislicd and increased, wlîile, with the con-
temiplation of tîte inflhtite excellence, the unwearied
bcneficence, and the everlasting strength of the Lord
Jelîovali, we contrast tîte iustability, deceiU'ulness, and
desperate wickcdncss of Uic heart of man. By the
iruftllible testimiony of Fleaven, wve are authorised to
aflirm constaîîtly tîxat clîcre is an efflcacy in the pray-
er of falitil, which, though inexplicable by our feebie
undcrstandings, must, tliroughi ail ages, continue to
avail as rnuch as it did in the days of tîtose patriarclis,
,)roplicts, and riglîteous îacn, w5îo, as princes, lîad
power witli God , when, receivingr a kingdotn which,
cannot bc miovcd, they liad graice to serve llim accep-
tably wvitl rcverer.ce aiîd godly fear. The Lord is
ever nigît unto tliem that are of a broken heart, and
sazvetth such as be of a contrite spirit, when, taking
'vîch thcm tite wvoras which the inspired wisdom, ha-,
tauglit, tlîem to ucter, tlîey .lift up thîcir desires ait hii
footstool, not secking great tlîings for thiemselves, or
panting afier te dust of tlîe carth, or sighing for tlx.
vain dclighits of tic suas of mxen, bat thristin& and
longing for the blcssedness of the maxi wlîose crans-
:lression is forgivein, and whoingutfe yfih
tias pence wvich God, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
XVe have no encouragement to hope tîxat, by taking
îlîoughit for temporal satisfactions, we shahl find grace
àn cte si-lit of thc Lord;j but if wve aspire after the


