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FAMILY WORSIUP,

SHE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S PASTORAL LETTER TO THE
PEOPLE OF SCOTLAND, ON FAMILY WORSHIP,

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.
To our dearly beloved people; grace, mercy, and
peace, from God the Father, und Christ Jesus our
Lord.

On your behalf brethren, we thank God, whom we
serve with our spirit in the Gospel of His Son. that
your faith and devotion have long been spoken of
throughout the world; and we are bound always to
have remembrance of you in our prayers night end
day, greatly desiring that, like your forefathers in
times of clearest light, you may continue steadfastly
in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the
Holy Ghost, abounding in the cxercises of that un-
feigned godliness, which is profitable unto all things,
having promise of the life that now is, and of tha
which is to come,

In compliance with the solicitations of many who
watch for your souls, and are jealous over you with
godly jealousy, we have resolved to issue this brothir-
ly exhortation on the sacred and indispensable duty of

Family Worship—not as if we had any rccent

ground for apprehending that it is likely to fall into
more extensive neglect, but because we know too
well that it is by no means universally practised, and
because even the purest minds require to be stirred
up, by way of remembrance, that while they hold
fast the profession of their own faith without waver-
ing, they may consider one another to provoke and
encourage, by good counsel and good example, to the
love of truth and holiness, and to the habitual and
serious observance of those offices of piety, whercby,
as surely as the body is nourished and refreshed by
its daily bread and its nightly rest, the soul of man,
through the nurture and admonition of the Lord, is
progressively maturcd in excellence and strength, till
it is advanced to the perfection and glory of its im-
mortal existence,

In calling your attention to this momentous topic,
we think it is superfluous to enlarge on the high obli-
gations by which the duty is enforced—obligations
which are involved in the very constitation of our
frail and dependent being, and impressed on the under-
standing and the heart by the persuasive voice of
Seriptural authority, opening the cars of men, and
sealing the instruction, by which God speaketh, not
once or twice, but at sundry times, and in divers man-
ners, adding linc upon line, precept upon precept,
promisc upon promise, and threatening upon threat-
ening, 5o asto bring perpetually to remembrance both
the blessings which are multiplied to them that fear
the Lord, and the fury which is pourcd out on the fa-
milies which call not on his name. The appointment
of the reasonable scrvice of bowing down at the do-
mestic altar before the Lord our Maker, that, in
waiting for the promised effusion of the Spirit of
grace and supplication, we may be filled with the
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fruits of righteousncss, has cver been regarded by all
men of sound mind and Christian experience, not as
the imposition of an irksome yoke, but as the convey-
unce of an inestimable privilege; for as ofien as we
mark the tokens of God’s power and presence in
making the outgoings of the morning and evening to
rejoice, must every enfightencd and purified heart,
lifting up its affections to the Father of Spirits, ac-
knowledge, with triumphant satisfaction, that itis a
good thing to show forth his loving-kindness in the
morning, and his faithfulness every night.

To those only who have tasted and seen it, can we
speak intclligibly of the tranquil delight which is
awekened and sustained by such periodical acts of
houschold worship, as are not a mere formal ceremo-
ny in which the members join with reluctance or cold
compliance, but the fervent utterance of lips, which,
out of the abundance of the heart, in which the love
of God is shed abroad, are, by the influence of that
ungnenchable affection, most pleasingly constrained
to celebrate the mercies which are new every morn-
ing, and to offer up the spiritual incense of prayer
with as unceasing regularity as from the sanctuary of
Isracl the smolie of the evening sacrifice arose, or as
:he early dew of Hermon descended on the mountains
of Sion, when there the Lord commanded the bless-
ing—even life for evermore.

Without all controversy, the benefits produced by
this hallowed excrcise are ineflably precious. It is
not enough to say that thus are devout and grateful
emotions awakened—thus is fuith in the superintend-
ing providence and holy promises of God confirmed;
thus are the graces of humility, resignation, and pa-
tience, nourished and increased, while, with the con-
templation of the infinite excellence, the unwearied
beneficence, and the everlasting strength of the Lord
Jehovah, we contrast the instability, deceitfulness, and
desperate wickedness of the heart of man, By the
infallible testimony of Heaven, we are authorised to
afiirm constantly that there is an efficacy in the pray-
erof faith, which, though inexplicable by our feeble
understandings, must, through all ages, continue to
avail as much as it did in the days of those patriarchs,
vrophets, and righteous men, who, as princes, had
power with God, when, receiving a kingdom which
cannot be moved, they had grace to serve him accep-
tably with reverence and godly fear. The Lord is
ever nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, and
saveth such as be of a contrite spirit, when, taking
with them the words which the inspired wisdom has
taught them to utter, they lift up their desires at hiz
footstool, not secking great things for themselves, or
panting afier the dust of the earth, or sighing for the
vain delights ot the sons of men, bat thristing and
longing for the blessedness of the man whose trans-
gression is forgiven, and who, being justified by faith,
nas peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
We have no encouragement to hope that, by taking
thought for temporal satisfactions, we shall find grace
in the sight of the Lord; butif we aspire afier the



