has oot secn the world, o1 at least, o very large

THE COMMERCLAX. 1083
Over the C. P. B. and through the = et L
HMountaing to the Pacific, .
Tho traseller who bas not made a trip through 1 ) -
Canada, over the Canadian Pacific Kailway, , -
' ¥ -

and intoresting portion of it. e may have
made many visits to the great art, educativaal
aud social centres of Earupe, end have spent
months and cven years in secing the wonders
which have there been worked out by geniuo
and labor during the centucies of the past, he
may have peuotrated the jupgles of India, i
soarch of tho royal Bengal tiger, ur Jhased the
bounding keogarvo on the plains of Australia;
he may have bathed in the Jordan, gzezed un

the rulns of Thetes, braved the daogers of o 4

voyage arcund the Cape, tviled over the steppes
of central Asia, and viewed the spleundurs of the
ancieot orient , in fact he may have visited all
continents and cvuutries of the glube, but uaui
he has roundel off his tiavels L.) the tnp
reforred to abave, he can, Ly no mears, lay
clalm to haring ‘“Jone” the world.

It is not the purpose in thir brivf artivle to
say anything about Easteru Canada, with is
thriving centres of ladustry and irade, uts
magnificent lakes and noble rivers, its remark
able progress in commerze and lvilization, ita
peaceful scenes of uiet ru ol Life, aur tv dwell
apon the transformativn f the wuntry froma

dense primesal forest to a beautiful wwunury, |

jnhabited with millions of educated and cun-
tented people. The struggles and tribulations
endured by the pioneers of this greatland we will
not atop to consider, and the reminiscences of
the past we will not dwell npon. We will nut
even stop to take a glance cver the woandesful
-ty of the New West, tho growth of a decade,
which stands as the gateway to the great praiue
region the land of “illimitable possibilities
and magoificent distances.” Oser the vast os
panse of fertile prairie, like a new burn land
fresh from the hands of the Creatur, Jlothed in
a robe of verdancy and decorated to profusion
w'th the 1elicate rose and other wild Buwers an
great variety, we wi.' ! ._ry asfast as the puwer
of gteam will carry us. Thriving villages, some
of them to become cities, have grown up within
tho few years whirh have passed since the land
in all its great loneliness was first distarbed by
the advent of the railway Fie'ls of waving
graio and herds of cattle further attest the fact
that the country is being ar msed from its
long dream, and that a new and more
active life is before it, while Iong stretches
of uninhabited country, with here and there
a wolf or fox or an antelope obsérved
scampering away as the train rushes by,
indicate that the influences of civilization are
just beginuning to take root in this great land.
On we go past clumps of poplar trees and the
scattered dwellings of western pioneers; past
strips of land whero the plow has lately done
its work in removing the variegated robe which
clothed the virgin soil, expaoing to view a rich
black mould, in preparation for a crop next
year ; past lakes and prairie ponds, with water-
f owl of varicuskinds floating upon their bosoms,
and ather varieties of the feathered tribe known
us waders, paddling along tho banks and in the
shailows. We will think that tbe sun never
shono'moro gloriously, thet the aky never look-
ed more clear, nor the atmosphere felt more in-
vigorating than it does here. Though the hours
expand into days as we spced through this great
ocean-liko country, wo tire not of tho scene, the

4

|
|
|
|
!

quiet loneliness of the surroundings are so en-
chanting, These indentations in the prairie’s
surface which are observed so frequently, we
are told, are the paths madeby thebuffalo. They
are now grown over with grass, and we try to
calculate the countless numbers of wild cattle
which must have at one time roamed the plains,
when they have left the surface of the country
fo. hundreds of miles furrowed every few yards
with the paths wherein they walked in single
file, one behind another, when on the march
from one p' rt of the country to another, or
moving in search of water. If of a more prac.
tical turn of mind, we will try to imagine the
number of domestic animals the country will
support, from the evidences remaining of the
vast herds of wild cattle which but a fow years
ago inhabited the region.

As we ponder the future of this great country
and pictare for it populous cities and millions
of inhabita.its, we notice on the western horizon

A GLIMPSE IN THE ROCKIES. .

white, fleecy clouds, glistening in the sum,
These clouds stretch out in a long line along
the western horizon, and as we are attracted by
their beauty, we will notice that they move not
nor change their shape. Then we hear a pas.
senger remark that the mountains are in view,
and we suddenly recognize that these are not
wisvy clouds, but that we are gazing upon the
‘ backbone ” of the continent.” The fleecy
whiteness which fringes the horizon beyond us,
shining so brilliantly under the influence of a
cloudless sky overhead, is that great upheavel
of rock called the Rocky Mountains, Phe
portions visible from th. distause, clothed in
eternal snow, looks “soft as carded wool,”
rather than a great mass of jagged and impeno-
trablo rock. As we come nearer the mountains
begin to take shape and the full beanty and
brilliancy of the scene can be enjoyed. The
firat view of the mountains is from a distance of
over 100 miles, and they appear to rise directly



