
Eiuerou.
E incrson is oi- utli tîtioust %videiy ktiowit

towns of Manitoba. X'ears betone Lite great
nsajority oft aur tluriving pràirie towns andi vil-
lagea wero licard of, Emersant is a luustliisg
littie trontier towut. Oly a feîv years ago the
îvolt andi thse gopluer playcd catch (the catch ho.
ing disast-omî ta thse gu1 uhcr) on the vu-gi
prairie, now acc'ip:hde by sucit bitsy places as
Brandon, Mordeu, Vu-tien, tilcnbo-o anti îany
other ut atm leading provincial townus, tbut even
at thitt tinue Emerson had a distinct existence
au a tuamu, second oiy inim uuportance to WVin.
nýipeg. Endeet, ini the palîîy days ut the Gate-
wauy City, thse cmterprising Fiiiersonians %vomilti
iîardlly admsit flic "second in itmplortnce," andi
Umcuy hopeti and at limes eanguiiuuely expectid
tbat flic ine aroulti cotre %viien their city wvuid
lue the great comamercilal inetropulis o! the pirai.
rie proviiice.

'l'ie carl>' risc of Emer-son %vas (tuc te its
geagraphical positionl. It wit iîudect the gate.
way ta tihe Caiuadian rotderlanti, bath by
irater andi by landi, and wlicîu the towîî grear
up, it was appropi-iately desigiuatedl tihe l'Gae-
way City." Ins the earl>' tiys the Red River
aras the great anud onily arter>' ot expert anti
iiiuport commerce andu trade, anti ail the
traffic anti travel hlowei throtigh tic portais ut
E~merson. Wben the r-ail way caine tc, supercede
duie river as the chaninel ut tratfie, Emierson iras
tlic finaL poinut ta bc i-cachet, anti ton ycars iL
neulaiaed tise gateivay by ril. AiU setliers
coming inoa Manitoba passeti tîiuglu Enuenson,
and i nauy susad it tiicir hcadquarters anid base
o! supplies9. Rfeore theo construction o! railways
-tdvatIm anti sou tlwest-.vard floi %Yinnipeg,
dis principal course ut settlenient was westward
frrnm Emersons. l>erluaps thr muat imuportant
atid mott frequmented trait or ruad in the province
ren %vestward fronts Emerson, througli thse coun-
try 110w serveti by Ltme Peiabinu, branch ot the
C. P>. R. Tre %vas a large streuuu o! immi-
gration iita this excellent iegion, anti aIl this
ceuntry aras tribt tai-y txe Emerson. The newly
arrived settler puircluaeti bis outfit at limersun,
nai starteti wcstwand ho loek for'a uoiestead,
anti those previouisly settleti in thîe region. canie
train una indefinite distancc wcstwant, ta Einer-
sons, to dlispose of their produce anti bmîy suip.

* plies.
With these favorable influences Emerson soon

irew ta bc a prosperous town. Duuring the
boom ycssrs a! 1881 812, iL ieachieu the zenith ot
its pîosperity. It was a favorite toi- a Linse
with the real estate specusiatois, anti large suns
of money ebanguti bauds for Emerson lot..
Nloney wuis alsu investeti fneehy in businuess anîd
biuildinîg enterprises, andi sor..o liandsounse buis.
licas bloccs anti private resitieusccs wre erecteti.
This accamiet foi- the tact that Emerson lias the
fiusest busines block, finest hotet building andi
finest reitienes in Mlanitoba omstaiuie of %Vin.

* nipeg, butt întartutntciy mny o! thse buildings
have failen into the bauds of the tan coin-
panies, anti are noir hargeiy unoccupied. Tise
adtvanccs on Emiersons property have theretore
neot hseen very profitable ta tihe boan coipanies.

* The couapanies arould noir bo gtad to exchuasuge
saune o! these proporties for evea a sunait par-
tion o! the original nsurtgages upasu thcm.

The Husdzn's I3ssy Company et.L.tblished a

getneral business and fleur miiil oit the west side
of the Recd River, opposite ]ERiersoti, and valid
flic plaece %Vt L yiine. Tis aise grow te bu a
tlîriving village, but it was finally United %vitl

inron, flic two towvns bcisig iîîcorporateil es
the city of Emnerson.

Mien the irou ui-se crosscd tho Red River
nt %Viiiipeg, liuîri railways wcre constructed
%%ieCttvnrt and sontih e% stward fretn Winnipeg,
the effect %vas sooit foît very disasirously uipon
the traite of iii toit 'l'le nieo dcadly bîo>,
was givi.n to tie place whe- elie I>cnsibina
brandi of the C. K. R. 'vas constracteil Ne%%
towvns grewv tel upon flic railway, Nvest of Erb.
ersun net aon ent off this valuiabie trade,
ulpon whil heUi town so Iargely dependcd.
Emnersonu made an effort teo btaiti coniuectiuui
wvith tie I>embina brancL', w-it theo hope of
duoiîg a %viioleua!o traite with the tuercliants in
fie ncew towvns -pringing Up along the railwvay.
lut tlîisa scvas unsutccssftl, end the wholesaa!
anid jobbing traite of the sotitlivestern counîtry
%vent to W'innipeg. The ofenisug of the C.P.U.
te) -Lake Superior anti eastward, toik: away
troin tie prestige of Emerson as the only gaLe
of entranice to the country, niid witli railwvays
radiatiug in ail directions front Winnipeg, in-
comini, settiers no loîigtr fouîud Emerson a
couivenient, base of Supplies.

Altogether, tiiose who invested tlieir
menus lui tineraon dinring the era of its pros.
pcrity, have had a liard tinte, lit addition to
the collapse o! the "booiîî," tramt the effecte ot
whiich they hail Lu suifer in commun %vith the
people of nearly ail the old tovns o! Manitoba,
they have liait ottuer drawbacks. Before they
coulul recover froîn the collapse t f the reaa
estate booti, tlucy fousud their trade beirug cut
off by Uie conistruiction ot railwvays tiuroighut
tie province; and the place %vas lctt îvith a beavy
mnunicipal irodcbtedocess to carry. Railway con-
structioi lias tlierefore becu flic great cause o!
Einersoun'sdccliiie. The peoph.. hcld out bravely
for a tiîne, but ne ;lfter aioter was obliged te
sticcunib te the iîievîtable. l)uriiig the years
following lSS2, a great inaîiy f tie residcîîits
ptulled etfor fresti ficis, andisoine %VIîo lied
(lotie a prosperotis buisiniesss, left with timeir
ftinds nt about zero.

Emerson as it now stands lias a populution ot
about 55iO, niot încltiditig %Vcst Lynne, the uniion
betwe-n the two places liaving sitice becut dit.
solvedl. The town wumit appear to bt intuch
larger troin the niimber oif bunildings, but inany
ofthUe bouses are vacant, andi this gives9 Uhe
place a soicwhat dreary appearance lu tlic
visiter. Business, liuwcvcr, is miot su diull as
tlic nuinher af vacanit buildinsîg waiuld indicatte.
The town lias gut down to a sr&id basis, andi
îvitii the fine crop lust year, the inerchants diti
a vcry good triade, anti the town iras fuiîy as
prosperauis as the average uf Minitobn. towns.
Froin Jas. Thompson, whu lias a gra in
elevator at Emersonu, it was learuîcil tlîat about
275i,0O bushe's ut wheat were taken trant tavin.-
ers lest year. This shows the importance ut
the place as a priniary grain mnarket. This
year deliveries arc nut expecteul tc bc as large,
owiag to lighter cropa andi sonie damage ta
wheat . A vcry large ainount ut breaking andi
fall plowing bas been donc in thse district, and
with a gooti crop nexl. year, grain deliveries
will be vcry large. One trawbatcl is the lack

of a fleur iiiill. Theve 14 n tai ini i t ditrict
ini operation, tlicugli wlicre ksi iliic wlheat id
liandle,l, qued su litatty fariner cU')le t., nmarket.
a muiili wmoilit do a gnoui trate.

MNoait Unes of isincess uaily fouîuml in a towvn
ofth Uiaize, arc ropresciitcîl ini Etneràon. J. J.
Smith & Co. anti McGirr & Hiiitoîi carry large
stocks ut gesieîal iiierchiilige. R. A. White-
inali also ulues biisincss u ceic làs general
egoots. Jas. A. I>yke aie almo stock of
,cols andt shues. J. I. Jol on. del.cthe inercli

auut tailoring lino, anti carnies at voisiderable
stock ofcelotb iîîg, furiiisluings andi clotlis. S. A.
Hamilton is the lcading harilware decaler. F.
Casslcinaii cardes a coutaimerablt. stock of lrtigs,
tancy g cils, etc. E . M. Gutlitf hantiles [tiuber
und b..iltliig inateriai, and ibas a brauch husi-
ncsa iately establsemi on tho Red River Valley
ro0at. D). MleArtlitr coiiducti a privato batik.
iîîg anti brokerage buîsiniess, A. R. rin aiso
does business as broker Thos. Sturdy, alto
bandtles grocuiries, etc , lateiy succeedcd te the
business uf V. R. Jolînson. I. H. Root dues
the principal furniture truite tf tie hto, in
wiiicu businiess, in connection witb undertaking
and contracting. ho bas been estabtinhed for
sorne time. Chiristie & Fitres do the local meat
t-ade, anti al8o 8hip stock anti ineats largeiy,
inainiy tai Winnipeg andi Port Arthur. 'r. B.
Rehili carrnes on a barncss siîop, ini whiciî busi-
ness hae lias been estabimheil for tour years.
There are four lioteis. The Carney flouse, kept
by WVin. Robinsun, iii the largest hotel building
in Muanitoba, outside ut %Viinnipeg. IL isa tour
stury brick building. Tho Russél 1 House, kept

by . A. Williams, is a quiet and comfortalble
pce, antI a fivorite bouse witu the travelling

pblmie. T[he prcss is tvcll represetîted by the
Iïe nuit the In!eruatiourd, the latter paper
pmîllieîi by C. S D)ouglas, whio is adil known
in political circles. Mn. Douglas lias stuck to
the toru tiuiouglî prosperity ani1 dcpression,
aund still liîlds the tort. iutiig the patmy
tys Uie Intermiioual appeaneti daîiy, but nowi

it is ptiblislied %veckl 'y. l>rliiaps the must im.
puortant receut additionu to the business places
ofthei towa is the carrnage mnaniitacturing in.
dustry just ustablislîcd liy D.. J. W. & J. Bî.
Ackland. These tiînce geiitlcilliaî ]lave lately
ai-rivet froîn Minent, Onitario, amit have select-
cd Eiiersou as a dle-irable poinît to carry on
hiu- buiniess. Thcy propose turuîing omtneiw

wui k ii carnagus, eleighis, etc., on aconide-
alule scale aid as caclh îîîeîber oh the firm is
miaster ut a p>articula- departmciut, tlîcy shoii
be able ta Nyork tu gouti advautagic. There are
aaitînuber ut otier iumsiiiems places lu the tovui,
includinig thse iîuupiesnent, agencies, bluieksmiths
anti aooui workers, law, uIlLes, physicians, teed
anti grain dealerà, etc , sîltogetiier nunuberiîîg
about torty ousi'icss concerîîs

At WVest Lyiînc the ffiidsoîî's Bay Ce. is flic
oaly storc lctt. A getteral %toc%, of guoià is
cairned, tic sanie as at the uther posta ufthe
(Coint pany, W. D. Htamîilton is tic local manager
toi- the Il. 1B. C.. The comnpaiy also uwnes a
spîcuiifîîuiil buîildinug at Wecst Lynne, but the
nuIt is nut in operatinii. Thse engino anti
inachincry 13 first.class. but the miii is tittcd on
thse atone process. The amii ib conveaient te
thse Northcrn Pacifie railway and coulti be
i-eadily coiunecteti with thse i-ailway by a sptur
tnack. Now tîîat railway connection eau be
bat, thse miii sliot pr<uve a profitable inve3t.
mnlt, if fllted up aidu improved ililig
inschine-y..

Emersoni is connecteti with West Lynne by
two bidlges aci-usa the Redi River. One ut*
thueso bridges w-as built aritu the abject ot sectir-
iug cunnection mith thse Pembina. branth uf the
C. P. Ry. It is a ïubstuntial structure, andi
wouuld answcr for a railway bridge. Thse
Emersons ýeople hope ta have tho Nortbern
Placifie railway enster their taira aven this
bridge. At pi-c3cui the depat on the new rail.
,.ary is situateti at a cafl8idertble distance front
bath Emerson andi %Vest Lynne, whicli readers
it very inconvenient for tho travelling publie.
'fice station is tîîlly a mile or niare tram the
,foin.


