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THE COMMERCIAL

Winnipeg Board of Trade,

The sanusl meoting of the above board was
held on Tucsday afternoon of last weck. About
soventy-fivo - members  were presont.  The
annua! report of the council, which will bo
found appended, was adopted.

The treasurer’s report was presented and
ndopted, as follows :

RECEIP3S.

B),ushonhand tetesescsinssaones vessssne $443 18
+* ontrance fees and subzcriptlons ceaeesseses 1,055 00
* interest on baok acCOUNE cecerreescncesss . 10 98

£3,100 16
DISBURSEMENTS.

To addross to J. M. Bgln seesesssntess $47 00
¢ decretary’s salary... 900 00
¢ expenses of dsleg%wl to otwn,

allowance” . . ccieieseiinaes 180 00
« James £, Steen, primlmz xccount. 242 10
** postage, apvertising meezlugs, ow., 177 17

¢ telephone subscrlption..c.ceceiacecsecese 30
O UPNItUIE heeenreroscarecnens 160 48
* reat to Siat Dee., 1887 48 01
** collecting grain samplcs n 1885, 10 00
81,804 00
Balance in bank.ceciecaeces eaerisens 504 98
§2,100 16

The report of the seorctary, in substance as
follows, was rea2 and adopted :

Seven mectiugs of the Board, twenty of the
Council and over forty of committees were held
during the year in addition to a large number
of sub-committee meetings. The calling_ to-
gether of these bodies necessitated the issuing
of 1,900 notices.

‘Over 300 statistical aud gencral letters wero
mailed. some of which it required'days of steady
work to compile the information given.

Over 500 letters were received and fyled,
many of these being from correspondents in
Euirope, tho United States and Eastern Canada,
seeiking information regarding the natural re-
sources and mercantile and manufacturing in-
terests of Manitoba, Others were answers to
circulars sent out from wy office.

The large number of 26,000 pamphlets issued
over the name of this Board on disallowance
and Winnipeg’s vacant lands were distributed
at the cost of much labor and time.

Circulars on the subject of hide inspection,
car shortage, grain estimates, grain movement;
disallowance, ete., to the number of 3,000 were
nmailed.

‘The difficulty of obtaiving access to data re-
lating to the resources of this country and to
statistical records, such as are constantly re:
qmred in compiling petitions, memorials, ete.,
on ‘matters affecting the Province, has long
been experienced by members of this board,
Daring the year I have donated, or collected
without coat te the board, 370 volumes of Cann-
dian and United States Government reports of
value, with.109 v.ﬁolumes of annual reports of
boards of trade ip Cansda and the United
States, v whxch are it‘.\l of valuable statistics for
business men. Most valuable maps to the
number of 73 have also been procured from
many sources without cost to the buard. The
list of pamphlets, daily, weekly, and meathly
newspapers, trpdetjournals, official gazettes,
wecekly prices current, etc., re&ulurly received
isa mmxdemblq one,

Though ‘there wero two deaths and fifteen
members vacated their seats by defenlt it dues
or by leaving the Provi:ce, the membership,
through the addition of new members,

stands tho samoas last year, namely, 148 paid
up members,

President J. H. Ashdown then delivered an
interesting and stirring annual address, which
was received with enthusiasm,and a voto of
thanks was unanimously voted him.  Thead.
dress will bo found in anather column,

A bonus was voted to the sccretary on ac-
count of last year's work, and George Haat.
ings and Jos. Davis wero clected members of

the Board,
ELECTION OF OFFICKRS.

The olection of officers was then proceeded
with and resulted as follows, W. J, Aikin and
J. H. Brock acting as scrutineers:—

Geo. F. Galt, President; Jas. Redmond,
Vice-president; Ed. Powis, Treasurer; Chas,
N. Bell, Sceretary; Counal—J. H. Brock, J.
H. Ashdown, R. J. Whitla, G. R. Crowe, K.
Mackenzie, Wm. Hespeler, L. M. Lewis, W. F.
Luxton, F. W. Stobart, Alex. Macdonald, J.
E. Steen, S. Nairn.

The following resolution was carrizd unani.

mously:—
That a committee composed of the president,
sccretary, Messrs, Ashdown, McKilligan,

\Whitla, Brock, Lewis and Steen be appointed
to draft resolutions on the question of the pres-
ent unsatisfactory state of the country, the
same to be submitted to the adjourned mecting
of this Board.

The board then adjourned until Thursday,
the 9th February.

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL.

Your Council have much pleasure in present-
ing this their Ninth Annual Report.

Twenty weetings of the Council and seven of
the Board were held, with about forty meetings
of Committees, so that your Council can assure
the Board that great activity, has been shown
in carrying out the objects for which the body
was organized.

Qn every occasion offering, your Council has
cnnounced that it is a fixed principle of this
Board to do all in its power to advance the in.
teresis of the farmers, recognizing that the
comwercial interests of Winnipeg are wrapped
up with those of the agricultural community.

DISALLOWANCE.

Your Council will not attempt in their re-
port, to enter into a full description of the steps
taken by the Board generally on the question
of the disallowance, by the Dominion Govern.
ment, of our local railway charters. Several
pamphlets have been issued by this Board
which cover the matter very fully, and a mere
reference to the Council’s action in the preinises
will suffico at this time.

In April, a request was made to your Coun-

.cil to nominate a delegate, to act with a joint

deputation appointed by the City Council aad
the Liberal Conservative Anti.Disallowance

League, to proceed to Ottawa to endeavor to

induce the Dominion Government to allew :he
charters for railways reaching to the Interna-
tional Boundary Line, granted by the Legisla-
ture, to stand,

The President was appointed by your Conncil
to act as delegate. He proceeded to Ottaws,

‘nn:l on his retarp made a full repart of the

action taken by the deputation.
was adopted by a uranimous vote.
Ia-July, owing to the many misstatements

His report

mado by interested parties both in this and in
the eastern provinces, that the freight aud pas.
senger rotes in force in the Northwest on the
Canadian Pacific Railway were fairand not ex-
cessive, your Council caused & pamphlet to be
prepared, which, under the title of *Plain facts
regarding the disallowance of Manitoba Rail.
way Charters,” clearly exposed the injustice
snd wrong done to the people of the Northwest
by the cxorbitant charges made by the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Company. Tables of
rates were given, and the taxriffla quoted from
referred to. The correctuess of the statements
advanced in this pamphlet were uncontrovert
ible and have never been seriously challenged
nor contradicted. Ten thousand of these pam.
phlets were rapidly circulated in Manitoba,
the Territories, the Eastern Provinces and
Great Britain, and the issue caused a clearer
understanding of our true position to be arrived
at by thousands of people, who before had seen
only the misstatements promulgated by that
portion of the press in the Dominion interested
in supporting the Canadian Pacific Railway.

In August, Mr. Van Horne, the vice-presi-
dent of the Canadian Pacific Rmilway Company,
after a visit to Mamitoba tade publicly gross
attacks on members of this Board, in regard to
their position on disallowance, and also to the
object this Board had in view in agitating for
the cessation of the disallowance policy of local
railway charters. Your Council innnediately
roplied to Mr, Van Horne's misstatements, and
a3 on former occasions, took care to publish the
facts that the people of Manitoba were only
desirous of getting roads to the International
Boundary to meet connections that would give
Tower freight rates to the eastern provinces, so
that greater purchases might be made there,
and a closer business connection established. A
circular letter on this subject, which was mail-
ed to the principle newspapers of Canads, was
widly read and commented on—especislly that
portion drawing attention to the fact that
under the high tariff now in force, it would be
impossible for us to import most lizes of goods
from the Uuited States, even if they were cax-
ried free of freight charges.

About the first of October your Council was
called upoxn to answer an open lotter addressed
by Sir George Stephen, president of the Canad-
iap Pacific Railway Company) to the sharehold
ers of that Company.  Many of his statements
were so utterly devoid of fuct azd s0 many mis
quotations from the terms of the Canadian Pa.
cific Railway contract were made, that your
Council had no difficulty in prepaving an
ancver vhat was 80 conclusive, that the eastern
press, with the exception of & few papers, ac-
knowledged ‘the justness of our contention. Four
thousand copies of this pampbhiet were printed
by the Manitoba Anti-Disallowance Associa-
tion, the Boord of Trade of Braudon joining
with qur Board in publishing it over their
names, an answer of iteelf, to th> untfue state.
w.ents made by wire pullers, that the agitation
was confined to  Winnipeg, Copies of these
pamphlets were mailed to alt the Sharel.olders
of the C. P. )

VACANCIES.

A fortnight after the atnual meeting, Licut..
Colonel Mackeand, a member of your Councit
die(} very suddenly. The Board attended the



