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Rc—porl of Admiral . D;‘l’-:n'ler.
Wasimygros, D, C,, Nov, 6, 1874,

S Tn conformity with the regulations
and specinl instructions, [ submit herowith
my report in regard tonaval matters.

The most iuteresting eveut to our Navy
during tho past yean was the assembling of
the several squadrons in the West Iadies,
werao fleet avolutions wero conducted under
the command of Rear-Admiral Casee

Perhaps nothing could have occurred
moro stractive to tho oflicers nnd moy, or
better calculnted to improve the discipline
and efliciency of the service; nnd if this ns
sembling of vessels cnulil take placooftener,
i\i\\'oul«l be greatly to the ndvantage of the
Nuaey,

tin such oceasions a spirit of emulation is
avakened among the crews of the different
ships, and strangers who witnessed the late
evolutions -vere much impressed with thoe
sapid mauner in which raw crews wére dis-
aplined and manomuvred both on shiore and
afloat.

This may in s great measure ba ageribed
to the system tsught at the Naval Academy,
whtcli, if it does not produce practical sea-
men with the facility of the old method, cer.
tainly gives an cducation that will a1, the
long run make better ofticers, .

1 took great pains lo keep fally informed
of overything that related to tho West Indin
fleet, amd while well impressed with 1ts per-
sonnel, I regot to say that the fleet showed
itself very umsuitable for war purposes,
cither to contend agamnst thenwproved clags
of vessels now being constructed by all for-
1N pOWe!s, are Lo cut up un enemy’s com
merce.

in ho fiest place, nemtly all our ships
were of wood, unprovided with itnproved or-
duauce, and only ono or two having aspeed
of ten knots. N w, even the heaviest war
vgssels built in Xurope fur surpass this
speed when fitted for sex.

I necd scarcely eay thut officers of the
Navy, who expect t> take partinany con-
flict that may arise between our country and
nforcign power, look=with ansiety for an
improvement in our shups, more prrucularly
sice the Weat India dnll made 1t apparent
to tho youngest of them thit our combimed
force ol vessels was incapable of a syccessful
encounter witli a fleet ono fourth us large
built ou modern principles,

Indeed, one such slap as the British iron
elad Invincible ought to go timough « fleut
Like aurs and put the veesels horsde combat
in a short time, for she coutd entherrun
them down or destroy them at long range
with her heavy nifled guns,

Wo have no ordnanco that would make
any impression on such n ship at a distnnce

of ovar sif hundred yards, and #o veszels of |

cqual speed in our Navy woult be placed
under her fivo by a pradent commander

. Istats facts that are kuown uot only to
our own, but to forcign oflicers who are
vixiting amouyg us, amd who in tho perform-
ance of their duties transmit such wforma-
tinn to their governments, [ do not, there-
fore, covsilerthat L am belraying our weak
ness, which is already too weil known to
¢very nation but ourselves,

Qur people aro under the impression that
we have fornudable ships snd o incurring
largo expendutures to matntan a Navy,
wlile in tact we have uoue of tho former,
an f our sxpendutures nre small when com
poed  with those of other nations whe
hive lesd extensi o coasts sl fewer inter
ests at atake, far we ire the second com
tercil country o the woill with pomciples
to defend and rights to maintain which are

.

e e e —

cerlainly of more importauco than a fow!
millions of dollars, .
The disbursement of money for huilding
and equipping vessels of war, instond -of
bieing o t*X on the people, is really an en-
couragenont {0 tho working classes, enabl-
g them to hive while contributing by theip
skilled labour towards Lhe defonce of their
country.

Wiaen Caplain Ericsson built thofirst mon
itor tho duys of wooden and somiarmored
fightng ships were numbered; tho great
three deckers of Europe wero Isid up in or-,
dinary, and if forcign nntions havo since
that time  camstructed wooden warwessels,
they have beon fast cruisers, mounling
heavy rilled guns, to pohice the seas and cut
up commerce.

After tho Intilo between the Monitorand
the Merrimae it w18 avient to experienced
nuval officers that the monitor system would
supersedo nll others then existing, and for-
eign nations as well ns ourselves went to-
work to improve upon Ericsson’s ideas. Tho
result has boen that Evropean nations have

der, bas fired a sholll weighing upwarda of
400 pounds through n shicld comnposed of
threo 5 inch plales of ivon, i\\torlmuiu:\le(l
wilth two § inch laycers of iron'concrete, tho
wholo forming a mingsof 23 fuches thickness,
while the 14 inch iron plate has been bored
through snd through by the 12 inch Krupp
gun, with a steel shicll, nt o distanco of 1,050
yards,

Eithor of thoabovomentioned guus could
perforate the turrots of nuy ofour monitors,
whilo the vessels fronr which they wero fired
could remainat adistanco whero our smooth
Lore gung could do them no harar.

If uoh guus could so easily demolish tha
turre . of our monitors, what chance would
tho Iatter havo agiinst a ship like the In-
flexibe, now building in Eogland ?

Sheis of 11,005 tons of displacemont,
$,00 rdicated horse power, is to bodriven
ut a speedt of fourleen knots by twin scrows,®
and it is understood she is to mount four
8t ton guns,throwing a shot of 1,600 pounds
weight,

Itisvery ovident that such a ship, with

built up large ironclad navies, but we have
done nothing of importance sinco the closo
of our civil war,

When that struggle ternunated we had a

and for a short time wo werg really in a con.
dution to defend our coasts ugainst a foreigu
foe. We had nisoasystem of ordnance sup-
perior to uny other then existing.

These vessels, however, built in a hwry,
of timber not thoroughly seasoned, havo tie
como unseaworthy, dnd their guns, though
still formidableat closequarters,cannot com
pote with the heavy rilled ordnance nosy
used abroad,

I many therefore say that our Navy, ag
compared with others, 13 hike a foot soldier
armed with a pistol eucountering a mounted
wmay clad in armor and carvying a breech
lowding niffe. Lt would bo eary to imagine
how htile chance the man on foot would
haveo shouid a conflict oceur.

Yet the day sill come when tho men who
st lead tho Navy into battle will find
themselves placed i a position that will re.
quire all thewr professional resources, for
they will not bLe provided with proper
means to nicet the iron clad ships of other
powera,

_We have now but six monitors fit for ser~
vico out of the forty eight which appear on
the Navy Register; twwenty were long «go
condemned us untit jor servico

The available momtors formed partot our
West India fleet which lately assembled ;
but tihev would have been of httle use
in a fleet fight on secount of their want of
speed,

Their turrets and hulls cannot resist the
heavy rifled projectiles now in use, and they
cennot raise their turrets from their geats in
a sea way, for the water would rushin and
deluge their lolds.

These monitors were built duting the lato
war for a specific purpose, which they amply

fultilled, w1z, 0 operate in dmocth watep

aganst forttications.und for the delence of

hxrbors. For such sepvice thoy proved

themselves admirably adapted, and thow.
turreta and hulls, well marked with hcavy

shot,which did 10 iurm showed theay practi.
cally invulnerable at that time.  Possessing |
the bheaviest orduance then kaown, they

wero o mateh for any amgfe ships - float;

bat rince they were built 10 or 1] isch plates

..-éve Leen cusily perforated by the 11 inch

rifle,

rho Whitworth muzzle londing 9 ihch |
gun, with a chargo of fifty pounds of pow-

respeclable force of monitors, some of them |
capablenf contending with nny vessels afloat, ‘

« her 24 inch plates of irop, would receive no

damago {tom onc of our monitors, oxcopt ut
very clogso quarters, a contingency which,
with her spoed, the Inflexable could ulways
avord,

I mention this vessel as sho is of tho latest
! type,withall the mostrecent improyoments;
+ but to my certain knowledgo thero aro up-
¢ wards of one huadred other iron clads sup-
+ perior to anything wo now possess in speed,
| guns, and armor, .

I draw this comparison to show hosw illy
: adapted our monitors are to act in concert
cwith a fleet against any vessels carrying
¢ heavy rifled ordnance.

When it was proposed to ropair the mon-
I'itors, 1 examinad them to ascortain if they
would beur additional iron on theirhulls and
turrete, with the following result:

| Faur inches of additional plating around
. the turrets of the Passaic clags would weigh
51 tons, and cost ubout $22,000, and would
. briug tho vessel down in tho watoer about 4
.inches, making tho turrot 15 inches thick.
| Eyght inches nround the turrot would weigh
, avout 210,000 pounds, cost about 344,000,
+and bring the vessel down 8 inches, making
19 inchies of plating.

The plating on the hull of the monitor of
which tho armor is. & feet (Passaic class)
weighs, for a course of & feot deep, and §
iuches plating all around tho hull, 350 tons
(of 2,000 peunds), shich would bring the
vessel down abuut 21 inchies more in tho
wator, making, with turrets and side armor,
98 inches. Thiz wonld bring the monitors’
decks protty close to the water, and render
{;, impossiblo to sond them outside a har

or.

But even this weight could not be placed
on tho monitors; they were not originally
built to bear it. Their hulls are too light,
and they could illy carry any cxtra weight
boyond what they have at present, except,
perhaps, on their turrcts '

‘Fo increase the thickness of the turrets it
is necessary to put on lnminated plates, for
we have no machinery in this country cap-
able of rolling heavier than 5 or 6 inch
plates, aud they would not stand 12 inch
rifled shot.

Thus you will sgo that tho monilors, with
their present batteries, speed, and armour,
aro in no re-pect a malch for the new atyle
of iron clads with their powerful rifled guns;
and it was npparent to myself and to evory
oflicer of tho West Indin fleat who have
atudied tho subject that the monitors would
have been of 1title avail if brought in col-



