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simplicity, *I described the operation, 'ho
Qoneral considered a minute or so jthen ho
said, “Woll, it is neat, but I should not
liko to havo to Ltoach it to recruits raised in
a hurry for immediate service, Isaid, ¥ Somo
of your imovements aro very complicated, or
rather perhips the definitions of them
want clearness. You also want an uniforni sys-
tem moialogically constructed,so to speak.’
#Wo have perhiaps stuck a little oo closely
to French ideas and method,” hae said *and
your drill book is admirably arranged; ils
mothod is perhaps better thun any of ours
have been, but woe have & new ono coming
outl.”

Inthosame Stato in which I mot this
officer, they aro paying much aliention to
military studies in privato scholastic institu-
tions. Not onc, but several collegos and
acadamies of high standing, are conducted
on military principles, and military studics
constitute n large portion of their curricu-
lum. The military spirit of that State would
tell in the ovent of war, perceptibility on
that portion of the Dominion contiguous to
it.

I notice with pleasure (Vor. Rov. of 20th
inst.) the roplies to Colonel Strango’s Ex-
amination papors. In reference to the im
portanco justly attached to the great lines of
invasion in the East, ovents aro in progress
which will in a very foww years bring into
prominounce the vulnerability of the fron~
tier west of Manitoba.  Whenover the Nor-
thern Pacific shall bo completed, and it will
not bo very long, in spite of Jay Cooke’s
fuilure, it will be bu’ ashort time further
before that line, and the Union and Central
Pacific Roads will be united at least, threo
points,besides the line of the MissouriRiver.
There is alrondy progreess mado from Oma
ha towards Yankton in Dahcotah, and thers
cannot fuil (o ensue extension fromYankton
to Furgo, or somo other point on the Nor-
thern.  Even as it is,troups could be turown
in close proximity to the frontivr from Chi-
cago, and even from Bmlington or Ottum.
wa Lo the West of Chicago.

{n the Fur West Sanl'rancisen 18 approaching
connection with Portl v aned Puget Sound
by ruil, Thereis country ¢ist ot the Ruckees,
within Amenican Tertitury, as well as within
our own boundurits, culenluted to draw
settlement fively. Vhe papulation of Cali
fornia i» over 750,00, D1 Sautiaausco alone
moro than 150,000.  The town of L'ortlind,
Oregon, alone coutsius alwut 13,000 mhabn-
tants,-~1more than the whate population
of British Colum'si . W wlungtun Terntory
is not a wilicinins.  Ladead it~ tuwns are
moro nuueious .uld more Lively than thoso
of Britisk Coluinbia. Bo.l Califurma and
Oregon swarm with Irish, The whole force
of those States und Territories might thus
be ecasily poured upon some point onour
nioro westerly frontier.

Tho now Territory ot Montana is so on-
thusiastically spoken of by those who bave
visited it, that it hasalready begun to at-
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tract considerablo numbers of those Lold
and freo (if somotimes a little lawless)spirita
who fixed o congenial homo on the broad
prairic and in tho fustnesses of the Rockics
and the Sierras,

So soon a8 {lourishing settlemouts are do-
veloped 1n *hat future Staco, Utah will push
through th. Rocky Mountains at somo con-
venient gorge, and a third groat connecling
link will be accomplished.

The Northern, Union and Central, and ul-
timately evon the Southern Pacific will form
a triplo base of operations extending tho
wholo breadth of the continent paraliel to
the frontier, which we, at best, and with
aniufinitely smaller and moro sparse popu
Iation,must dopend upon our ouo ling when
we gel it !

If tho consiruction of that line ba delayed,
1 for one, beliovoit will bo fatal to tho idea
of the Dominion, No time should Lo lost
by us in pushing settlement and military
protection iunto tho Sasketchewan couutry
far enough to confront the main settlements
of dontara. Asit is impossible to kick
Englanl into a war with the States, any
strong ecftlement of Americans which might
ostablish itgelf within our Territory from
Montana, Idaho or Washiogton,tnight causo
the gravest complications.  If tho present
Government desiro to play into hands of the
Amoeoricans, they can do 8o by rasing obsta-
cles to the national railway.

Lot it belremembored also that British
Columbians detestCanada only a degree less
than tho idea of American dominnation,and
with all the vigor of n small, 1solated, and
exclusivo community.

Verb . sap : I know whereol I speal!
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THE ROYAL WEDDING.

Tusw Ouee: Coveon CorBMONY AT Prisce
ALrren's Marrisge,

The marrage of the Duke of Edinburgh
with tho Grand Duchess Maria gives an
interost tn the details of the marriagoe cere-
monial as arranged in tho Russian‘Greck
Church. The Greek Church makes one
book of the four Gospels, leaving out theo
Epistles; and a copy of this, very richly
bound, is placed ou tho altar. The bride
and bridegroom kueel before it with lighted
tapers in tLeir hands, and the priest asks,
¢ A ~——B—— hast though a good and unre*
strained will, and firm iotention to take to
wifo this women, Y—2—=2"" The bride*
groom roplies, ** I hare, most reveread sir,”
‘Tho pricst again asks, * Hast thou not pro-
mised any other women?" the answer Leing,
] have not promised another.” Thoso
questions are also put to the bride, and then
the benediction is given. This 13 followed
by the Eclinin, and a number of prayers aro
said ; then two crowns are brought on &
tray and tho priest takes one, and making
tho sign of the cross withit otar the head
of tho bridogroom, snys, **Tho servant of
God, A——~B——, is crowned for the hand-
maid of God,¥Y——Z-——in the name of the
Fathor,of tho Son,and of the Holy Ghost.” It
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is kissed by the bLridogiroon, and is then
placed on his head, or is held over lumy
during tho ceremony. ‘Tho samo takes
pluco with tho bride and tho other crown.
Theso crowns havo no relation to the rank
of tho couple, but are used at tho marrings
of a ponsant as woll as that of a prince. Un
tho crown of tho bridegroom there is tha
figuro of Christ, and on" that of the brido is
the Virgin, A bencliction is givon—*0
Lord our God ! Crovn them in like manner
with glory and lonour;'’ and then follows
the ¢ Prokimonon''—¢I'hon hast put crowns
of precious stonos upon their hoads; thoy
askod life of Thee, and ‘hon gavest thom o
long lifo; for Thou sh all xive thom the
blessing of etarnal lifo; 'hou shalt inuke
them glad with joy of ‘T'hy countenanco.'*
Then comea the “ Epistle of tho Office,”
Eph., v, 20, 33, and the Gospel, which is the
2d chapler of S¢ John's, relatibg to tho
Marriago in Cana, ending with the 1lth
verso ; the Gospel is preceded and followed
by the anthem, * Glory bo to I'hne, O Lord,
Glory be to Thee.”—Tho *Common Cup,”
containing wine, i3 now given by tho priest
to tho bride and bridegroom, who each
drink out of it threo times in rememberanco
of the marriage in Cana.  Up to this point
in the ceremony the marviago might still be
broken off should cither of tho parties
chango their minds at the last momont ; but
what now follows makes the marriage indis-
soluble,

I'ho priest covers his right hand with his
vestment, and on it the bride and bride-
groom placo their right hand, and they aro
led slowly round tho altar, The altar has
no rerodos; it is siunply liko a small pedestal
standing on the floer. This is repeated
three times. This practico of circumambu.
lating isa very ancicnt rito. In tho mar-
riage rite of the Kussian-Greslk Church tius
part of the ceramony 13 explaned to mean
that tho man and wife are to wallke togother
through life with ths Devino I'resoncoalong
with them to guido and protect: the my-
stical three times being symbolical of the
{loly ‘Usinity. During this part of tho cere-
mony the choiraresinging, * Exult,O Isaiah,
for n Virgin hath couceived and brought
fotth a Son, Emanuel. God, and 3an; the
East is his namo ; Him do we magnify, and
call the Virgin blessed.”” As tho two are
now ono—insepara’ ly bound in the ties of
holy matrimony~tho priest takes off’ the
bridegroom’s crown,saying, ‘ Be thou axalt.
ed O Bridegroom, like unto Abrabham and
blessed like unto lsaac, and multiplied like
unto Jacob. Wallk in peace, and do al} ac.
cording to the Commands of God.” Tuking
tho bride's crown ho says~*And thou, U
Bride, be thou e.nlted lilke unto Sara, and
rejoice like unto Rebecen, and multiply hko
unto Rachel; rejoice with thy husband, and
lceop tho ways of the law; and the blessing
of God be with thee.”” At night when the
couple go to their own house, the priest al.
80 goes to vlessit; and thoy pray to the
shrive which 1s in every Russian houschoid
—this i8 a picturo of one of the Saints, with
a lamp hanging in front of i, towards which
thoy perform their dovotions, and always
cross themselves before and aftor meal. A
ccremony with broad and salt 1s also gone
through, when the newly-married pair enter
their future home for the first time, as hus
band and wife.—ZLondon Telegraph,

The Carlists threaten to opon thoe bom.
bardment of Bilboa to day., The city has
two months provisions., General Marony s
recoiving roinforcoments, and will advance

olis relief;



