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+¢I think wo are in for o full sneczer bo.
fore daybreak,” replied Spenser, who was
now dressed from top to toe in oilskin over-
alls. ¢TI never knew a sudden shift of wind
to 8. W, at thia season, that it did not blow
hard "

¢ 8ail, ho,” sung out tho ¢+ look.out," from
tho foro-top.

* Where away "' shouted Uriftith, “ como
bolow.”

Tho look-out, in obedience to his orders,
descended from thoe cxalted but unenviablo
position whioch he had occupied, and, ap
proaching the Captain and Spenser, who
were standing to windward of tho main-mast,
said that ‘¢ he saw a largo vossel, about five
;mlga’ to the southward, bearing towards the
and.”

.4 We must soon see what she is, as she
will cross our courss within half-an-hour if
gzt; look-out spesks right,” cbsorved Grif-

8.

Tho anxiety of the captain and the licu.
tenant to ascertain the character of thd
strango craft oxtended to the crew, and
many a practiced oye sought to catch a
glimyso ot tha stranger.

*¢ Halloa ! Isee her,”” said Bill Marlin (a
tall, wiry-looking tar, as he stood in tho
weather-shrouds,) “and I'm blowed if I
don't believe sho 15 a down South Yankee—
I know she is ; sho is one of them low, long
craft they send out a privateering."

 If s0, she is in tﬁe wrong %ox," said
another sailor, a second edition of Bill ; « the
guns of the ** Sea Lark ** would make short
work of her."’ .

4 I tell you what, Jack, you mista'e,”" re-
plied Bill. ¢ The Yankece has more testh
than we have, and I know the Ilubber is up
for mischief. He did not pipe down to-
night ; all tho hammocks are in the net-
tings." .

* Lot us have a look at her, Bill, sawd
Jack Trysil, as he took up his position along-
side of Marlin. e fixed his gaze on the
approaching ship, and, after scrutinizingher
from stem to stern, as she roseand full with
the sea, he said, * You are nght, Bil, I
know by her flimsy cotton canvas that she
isa Yankee. She 1s a three-masted schoon-
or, as long a8 a streot, and she is going
through the weather, she is like smoke. The
fellow see us, he's luffing to get on our
weather quarter ; that looks game, dosen't
idt, Iiill 7" continued Jack, as hie jumped on

ock,

* We'll have a brush, or I'm a harpoon,™
observed Bill. ¢ I counted his ports, and it
lam not out in my reckoning, he carries
sixteen * bull dogs' and along swivel aft.”

While this conversation was geing on, two
anxious watchers obsorved the movements
of the strango sail that cvery mwment ap-
proached closer to the bng that was
no‘w lying, gunwale under, to tho fury ot the
gale.

“1 smell powder already,” observed
Spencer ; ‘the Yankee is well manned and
armed, and I fear is too heavy for us in this
weather.”

Gritlith made no reply, but continued for
som & time asif wrapt indeep reflection, and,
as if waking from sleop, he said, suddenly
addressing Spenser with unusual sternness,
Pipe all hands, and olear for action !”

The order was scarcely given when all was
energy and active hustle on board the * Soa
lark™ The port and starboard guns were
loaded with as much promptness and preci-
sion as if tho brig was “‘going frecunder top-
gallant sails and royals.

_“If this fellow shows fight, as I am sure he
will, our plan will be,” said Griffiths, ad.
dressing Spenser, to let him get to wind-
ward of us, and give him the whole of the

weather broadside, then he will wear the
brig, even if ho should lose cvory sparin her,
and give him the other broadside, which will
become a wenthor one by the movement of
which I speak : und Spenser, if you should
survive me in this encounter, fight the ¢Nen
Lark' till she goes down beneath your feat.”
There was an air of solemnity in the manner
which Girifliths expressed the latter part of
his observations that showed that tho fore.
bodings expressed by Alico nffected hm.
Having given his orders, he nssumed that
cool indifference to danger which character
ized the school of British sailors of his time.

I liko your plan well, in cverything,” re-
plied Speusor, **but the wearing, in doing
which.li fear, we will loge our naasts."”

“ We novor could tight our leeward guns
in this weather,” replied Grifliths, coldly, as
he looked through his telescope at the
strangor. *¢ If they fight their ship as well
as they sail her, wo shall have somo hot
work on hands ; there goes up his bunting
at last "' continued he, ‘*stars and stripes,
of course. About ship.’

The “Sen Lark™ head wasagain turned to
wards the shore, and, as she carcened tothe
sea, in her rapid course, it was evident the
Yankee was gaining on her. ¢ Leave her
awsy a point or two,” said Griffiths, and as
the saucy little craft was eased off more with
tha wind, she danced over the heavy tumb-
ling sea. When about four miles oft the
land the Yankee came within range, which
fact was announced by a round shot passing
through the fore-topsail of the brig, now
about a half mile ahead and to windwand of
tho Yankeo, on whoso decks numbers of
half naked sailors were to be seen preparing
for the approaching combat.

“This won't do,” said Griffiths, * bear
awny and get to leceward of the Yankee,
and as he passes give him a broadside.” Af-
ter this »rder had been given a period of
fearful suspenso ensued. The Yankee did
not seem to understand the movements of
the brig, as she foamed through sea-way.
the American was congratulating himself on
an easy capture, when the “Sea Lark ™" fired
her six starboard guns into her formidable
rival. ¢ Stand by to wear ship,” was now
passed, aund before the Yankee could return
the firo the ¢ Sea Lark " literally lay overin
the trough of the sea as she was wore
round.

“ Bravo, good masts!” shouted Spenser,
as he called lustily to ‘¢ brace round the
yards lively ;" and a8 the brig righted onthe
other tack, the *‘port " broadsido was sent
at the upper works of the ¢ "wree master.”
As the smoko cleared away .he main-mast
of the Yankeo fell over the side, carrying
the fore top-mast withit. So rapid and so
novel was this manmuvre, that the captain
of the Donald Richardson (the name which
tho Yankeo ship bore), was quite taken by
surprise; but as tho brig was preparing to
renew the encounter, the disabled American
poured a deadly voiley into the Sea Lark
which did some damage to her hull, and
laid many a fine seaman o mangled corpse
on the deck A shot hit Griffithy below the
#ight shoulder, and nearly severed the arm
from the body.

As he fell in the sums of Spenser, he said
—¢Don't mind me; Alice was right. Poor
Alice, what will becoms of you! Save your
ship by getting out of rangeof the Yankees’
guns. You need not not trouble yourself
more about him, he will be ashore and go
to pieces within an hour. Take me below,”
continued Griffiths, ¢ 1 feel very weak.”

The surgeon of the lll):}mcceeded in stop-

ing the blood which been Howing fast

rom the wound, caused by the amputaticn
of the right arm of Griffiths, who was now

reduced to the extreme of weakness, no hope
whatever being entortained of lus recovery.
Amongst the dead were numbered Bill Mar-
tin and Jack Trysil, of v 1om Jack Oakum
(tho great yarn spinner of the crew) smd,
“[ would as soon myself, or tho captain
was dead, as cither of them. Thero 18 no
one on board now to hiave a lark with, as
poor Bill and Jack are gone.”

At daybreak the gale coutinued to blow
with the greatest violence, as the brig kept
well off the land.  Fartoleewnrd tho Araer-
1can was o be seen despito the exertions of
the crow, dnfung hopelessly to destruction,
outside of the reach of all human aid. On.
ward she drove before tho tempest like a
doomed thing, bearing to their death hun.
dreds of brave but despairing men. As tho
sickly sun rose above the horizzon, she near-
ed the rock-bound coast, on which the dis-
tracted waters broke in the wildness and
terror of frenzy. She rolled broadsides on
the rocks when sho was struck by a2 tremen-
dous sca which turned her keel up. She
was borne back again by receding waters,
and was dashed in tragments by roturning
ones agoinst the piant sentries of the At-
lantic on the western coast of Ireland. Not
one of her crew survived to tell the fate of
the once proud ship, * Donald Richard.
son,’ tho celebrated pnvateer, and the ter-
ror of our mercantile marine.

"The command of the Nea Lark having de-
devolved on lieutenant Spenser, he deter-
mined on bearing back at onco for Cove,
and early on the morning after the encoun-
ter, the bng was running briskly for harbor.
The wind being fair, she arrived athermoor-
ings early in the afternoon ; but how chang.
cd. The dashing craft that looked so grace-
ful when leaving oa the previous evening
now returned to port shattered by shot, and
bearing the wounded, the dying and the
dead. Spenser, after reporting himself to
the Admiral. and recording the events of
the previous night, lust no time in having
Griftiths cnrefuﬁy borne to the cottage of
Alice.  The mecting between them was
most affecting , and, as she saw him who left
her a few short hours before, full of youth,
hope, and manly beauty, return maimed,
bruised and dying, she wept bitterly. Long
and carefully did she nurse and tend her
wounded sailor. But she was rewarded for
all her care ac she saw her patient slowly
but steadily recovering. The Sea Lark was
put out of commission to refit, and when she
was made good as ever, Spepser was pro-
moted to command her. It is almost need-
less to say that Griftiths married Alice, or
that a number of young Griftiths apyeared
on the stage. Walter Griftiths rose to e an
admiral in the service which he adorned,
but it does not appear that he ever trod a
quarter deck after the eventful night of
¢ Our Brush with the Privateer.”
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Vouvstese Insrection —The annual inspec-
tion of the Volunteer Rific Company of Carle-
ton Place, was held here on Friday last. Col.
Atchierly inspected. We ubserved present Bri-
gade Major Jackson and Major Poole. We are
happy to beable to say that our company re-
ceived the highest praise from the Colonel, who
affirmed it was onc of the best hichad inspected,
and that he would hegitato whether to givo the
palm to the Almonte or Carleton Place Compa-
ny. We most heartily congratulate our friend

Captain Brown and the men of the company on
their reception of this highly laudatory testi.
mony as to their efficioncy. We trust that they
will go on as they have been doing, and by
uext inspection leave the Almonters and all
thers far behind.—* C, P. Herald!?



