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that thoy ought to rule in tho conncils and boards ot the village
and commune. Thoy pay the taxes and if those in power will not
think with thom they muot turn them out and put in thoso that
will, In this way thoy scok to oontrol munioipal and commural
alaections, and, when they oan, tho parliameniary olections also,
No expeneo ig incurred in being & momber of o Workmen's or
Laborer’s Catholic Olub., Tho Church paysalloutlay in connection
with tho keoping up of tho institution, and even gives matorial
assistanoce to its membors, Perhapa it is not oommonly known
that the papacy hes paid sinoo 1870, and is paying to.day, the
salaries af all thoso who held offioial posts uador its Government
and were faithfol to it during the war ol Independenco, just as if
‘he Pope still reigned 1 the laud. 1f the Papacy thus finauces old
traitors to Italy's king and constitution, it is nct to be wondered at
it it troats liborally nurscries of now ones! Howover it has its eye
on recouping itself shonld anything happen to turn its partisans
into patriots, for Catholio savings banks are being oponed in con-
neotion with these olubs, and the prieats are tho bankers. In the
present financial state of the banking intercsts in Italy this move
of tho Papacy is alsc meoting with success. By meane, then of
uniting itselt with disorder and disaffection wherever found, and
by fomenting it whenever it can, and by the cstablishment of clubs
which ere nurseries of disloyalty and sedition, the priest is working
to break up the unity and integrity of the kingdom of Italy, and to
restoro once again the Temporal Power.

In Italy no one, however, imagines that * the prieat in politics !
will succeed in his mission. Notwithstanding that he has been
able ta ressgert his influence through sociulistio clabs in some
country distriots, he is a despised and banned man throughout the
Peninsunla and he 18 utterly withont aunthority. Prieats aro not
reooived into socicty. A family opening its honse.door to them
would at once fall iz publio estimation and be counted not only
disloyal but disreputable. A good son of the Churoh recently told
mo that he felt achamed to be seen telking to & priest in the streete
Apd po wonder £ 2,88 o priest in a lecture which I hesrd him
deliver sometime ago said, * Now.a.days if & man takes off hig hat
t o a prieat in the pnblic street every ono looks askance at hiw, and
he is considered & birvante (a low-fellow).” In Iialy the Papaocy is
glad torecruit the ranks of ita clergy from the children of the
pauper and the criminal olasses ; and it has to make a bid oven to
win succoss in these quarters. It has to buy with money boys for

te seminaries from parents of the lowest stamp. Naturally such
a olass of priests are not lixely to have much soocial influence,
espeoially as the meagre education they receive is not sufficient to
raige them much rbove the level of their birth. Not long ago in a
village in Umbria I saw the parieh prieat workiog as tho common
tinker of the place. Ho spends most of his time Sunday and
Bsaturday makiog and mending pots and pans. I bought from him
soms specimens of his bandiwork, and when afterwards I sew
priests in botter positions called by the very boys in the streets
prete del diavolo (priests of the dovil), because of their dissoluto
ives, I found not a little to respeot in the clerical tinkor. Then
over and Above the faot of tho pricst being withont inflaence as a
rule, there exists in Italy a ponal code to keep him in check. ™r.
F'roude in his ** History of England " tells us that in the timeo of
Henry VIILthere wasin thecountry *'a vindictive minority to whom
the Papaoy was dearer than their country, and whose persevering
ccnspiracies taugbt England at no distant time to scquiesce with
ta whole beart in the wiedom which chaineé them down by penal
aws a8 traitors and enemiesto thocommonwealth.”” Prompted by
such wisdom the Government of Itely put into its penal code thay
became law as recently ag June, 1888, certain clauses of this natare,
* If any minister of religion by preaching, by writiog, by conversa.
tion, or in the confeasional, speaks against tho Kipg of Italy, or ita
umty, or disturbs the minds and coneciences of tho people, heghall
render himself liable to fino; imprisonment, suspension or dismis.
sion {rom his office.”” The law is not vory strictly enforced, but
from timo to timo, as in tho caee of tho parish pricst of Brescia,
and in that of the parish pricst of Caneo, both of whom wero flned,
imprisoned aod debarred for a certain number of years fromacting
a8 pricets in Xtaly, it is pat in force. But tho law oxists to be
carrisd out if required, and tho dread of it ckecks, unless in excop-
tional circumssances a8 1n those of Sicily, tho trzitorous tpirit of
the priests. Then tho priests of Italy have been driven ont of
every sphero that toaches diroctly the civil rights of the poople
They are no longer teachors in the pablic achools, Thoy bave no
voico ip cducational mattors, Sinco tho passing of thu opere pic
bill in 18589, tho ranagement of all charity monoya baa been takon
out of thoir hands, and i apriesy gots himaelf cleoted to a local
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charity board the governmont sleps in avd capcols his oleotion.
Pricats have no longer any contaot with the astudents, with the
soldiers, with the sailore of Italy, for all thoological professorships
in tho univorsitics have been abolished, and all chaplaincics in the
army and vavy., Aleso tho Government, as its aotien in Bioily
during tho lato riots proves, will not hesitute to adopt exceptional
measurea of repression to meot caceptional owrcurstances. The
Paraoy is playing a hazardous gamoe. Tho Sweedes had a gamo
whioh I may call *“ How much steel can you take,” Two men
fought with knives, the blades of swhich wore bared acoording to tho
amonant of steel each combatent conid take. The Papacy is at
present putting its blade into tho state, and watehing to sco how
much steol it can take. The pationcy of tho Governmeat ia woll
nigh exbaunsted 1t will not always bear with 1ts intornal foes.
It canpot always tolerate the * priest in politics.” At present tho
¢ guarantees’’ binder its doaling the Papaoy its death-blow. But
the Houso of Depaties, that passed these * guarantees’ can also
cancel them. The question of doing this is being seriously entor-
tained and disoussed. And when it comecs, a8 come it will sooner
or later, (if wor broke out it could not be delayed 8 moment), then
thoaspirant to the Temporal Power with all his black legions, then
the * priest in politics' would be cleared out of tho land. 1t
would be a case of bundling them off, as tho Jesuits were bundled
out of Venice in Fra Paolo Sarpi’s day, not only * unwept, unhon-
ored and unsung,” but with a menacing orowd at their hoels orying
“ande in malara, ande in malara,” (wisfortune go with you, misfor-
tape go with you). Then, one hesrt and one mind animating o
constitationally elected King and a loyal and attached people, Italy
wonld be seoure in her indepondence, unity and integrity, and be
free to onter on a new career of material and intellcctual, of moral
and spiritual progress and prosperity.

P 8 —Since writing the above I have learned that Signor Crispi
is prepariog a decreo to dissolve all the workingmen’s olorical
societios in Venetia, becanee {rom the reports of the Prefects of
Venice, Padua, Trénso, Belluno, and of other townsin the province
he bhas found that they are inciting the peasants agsinst tho
Government, the local anthoritics and against theirlandiords. He
bas also confiscaled the olerical organ Vitadel Popolo, published
at Treoso, becauee it advocates disjavcture frem Italy, and alliance
with Austrin. This bearsout what1 have said abont the prieat
in politics, and about the ability of the Italian -ament to oopo
with him in every shape and form.

Vexice, November 15th, 1894.

* No One but the Good God.”

When tho Reformed Catholic Services were held in Masonio
Temple it was not an uncommon ocoarrence to have them inter-
rupted by remarks from porsons in tho audicnce. But the largest
latitude was allowed, and by providentinl care and good manago-
ment nothing but good resulted from these interruptions. On one
occasion when Pastsr O'Connor had preached on the Priesthood of
Christ and the suflicicnoy of the sacrifice Ho had cffered once for
all men, snd contrasted His work with that of Roman Catholio
priests in their preposterous claims to bo His cole agents in the
work of salvation, he asked tto Romau Catholics in the audience
what they wonld do for salvationif Almighty Godin His mystorious
providence should in one moment call tho Pope, cardinals and all
the bishops and pricsts to receive their reward? The people now
depend on these men for the salvation of their souls, for withoot
tho sacraments which thoy alona can administer there ia no ealva.
tion for Roman Catholics, and if they should all be enddanly swept
out of oxistence what wounld the people do? The question was
repoated by the pastor, with the explavatory remark that ho did
not presumeo to judgo what the reward cf tho Popo, bishops and
prieets would be, whether above or below. That wasa rubject which
did not concern them, but it was ol the greatest importance to

every Roman Catholic to kuow what conld be dono in such an
emorgency. Al things were possible with God, and if in tho work-
ings of His providenco this calamity should befall the priests, what
would the peoplo do for salvation ?

After o pause, an answer camo from the bedy of tho hall in the
clear, sbrill tones of an Irishwoman, ** Oh, then, wo'd havo no ono
but the good God to go to." This was an wnterruption of the meet.
ing that waa wolcomed by all present and greatly enjoyed by tho
Roman Catholics themsaelves. Tho good woman had solved tho
problem that had puzzied the Roman theologians for many cen-
torics and that still holds 80 many minds in igborancoe When
Roman Catholics know that they can go to tho good God without
asking permission of the Popo or his priests, or withoat depending
on them {or the blessings which Ho nlone can bestow, thoy will
tarn eway from thoso pricsts and como to the Savioar who will
ros0ive thom with all the {nlinoas of His love.—~Cunzeried Catholic



