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For the Sabbath School.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lusson IV.—JuLy 22.—Mast. 1L, 13-23.
(Flight into Egypt.)

GoLpex Text. --*“ The Lord shall preserve thy going
out and thy coming in.” DPs, cxxi. 8.

Godicd the wise men home from Bethlehem *'another
way, ' thus defeating crafty Herod's murderous designs
toward Jesus. Hardly had they left the holy Child
when the Lord, knowing the sccret in Herod's heart,
commanded the flight w Egypt.  There history silently
leaves the Child in his mother's arms and under the
s shadow of the Almighty,” until Herod died. Almost
the last act of Herod, five days before his death, was
the murder of Antipater, the thied son he had killed.
No wonder such a fiend slaughtered the innocents at
Bethlehem to crush out a supposed rival. **Herod's
muarderous face, glatiag down on the Infant, was a sad
prophecy of how the powers of the world would pes-
secute him and cut off his life from the carth.” (Stalker's
Life of Christ.)

Probably Joseph had intended settling at Bethlehem,
but he was divucly led to change his plan and to return
from Egypt tu Nazareth in Galilee, under the dominion
of Herod Antipas, who was regarded as of milder tem-
per than his cruel, treacherous brother Archelaus in
Judea.

Here began the thirty years of the Saviour's quict
home-hife, of which we know almost nothing. ** \What
would we not give to know the habits, the friendships,
the thoughts, the words, aad the actions of Jesus dur-
ing so many years? - - + Butit has pleased Goa,
whose silence is no less wonderful than his words® to
deny us this.

Suuoestons ForR  TeacHiNu. --I. The Flight into
Egypt. Vs. 13-15. Begin with a glance at the last
lesson. Especially bring out the means used by God to
defeat Herod's plan  On how slender a thread the
salvation of all God’s peuple depended ! An infant's
breath—the Life of a helpless baby ! \Who s there
seeking toslay that child? ** Herod the Great.” Who
can defend that child? Not the carpenter of Nazarath;
nor his neak wife. Yoo the universe combined could
not have destivyed thatinfant. God s his helper. How
could he deliver? An angel comes to Joseph in a
dream. He tells of Herods murderous design. He
commands him to take the bsby and mother and flee
into Egypte  So God watches aver every hitle baby.

How was this fight into Egypt and the return at
God's command a lulfillment of Hosea xi: 1?7 Isracel
had been four hundred years in Egypt.  Israel’s Lord
was an crile and a sufferer in the same strange coun-
try. Israel was called out of Egypt atthe exodus. So
Jesus was also called to come out of Egvpt. In these
particulars the spirit of the Word of God in Hosea
was ‘“fulfilled.” Notice that cven slight allusions in
the OIld Testament to the Messiah were fulfilled in
Jesus.

1. The Slaughter of the Innocents. Vs. 16-18.
What cnraged Herod 2 What did he order done? How
many imnocent babas were probably slain by Herod's
exccutioners? It is cstimated at twenty. Have the
scholars read Jer. xxxi: 135, which describes a touching
scenc at Rama? There the captives to be carried to
Babylon were collecied before their departure. By a
poetic figure the prophat represents Rachel herself, who
had been buried at Bethlchem, as coming from her
tomb and lamenting the woes of her descendants. So
says Matthew, over these murdered little ones, *‘little
blassoms of martyrdom,” as they have been called,
Rachel appears again to mourn.  Yet these deac chil
dren have the honor of being the first of all martyes for
Josus® sake. '

III. The Home at Nazareth. Vs. 19.23. What
proof have we that the days of the exile of the Divine
Child ia Exypt were few?  We koo that Herod's life
of cruelty and of crime ended about April ist, 750, of

the building of Rome. Very scon after his death the
Holy Family returned. Bring out the fact that joseph
had two rcasons for not going buack to Bethlehem ;
first, his own fear of Archelaus : second the warning of
God. Teach your scholars to take their very fears to
God. Two difficulties arise. 1. What is the true mean-
ing of the latter part of v. 23? This is nowhere stated
10 so many words by any prophet. But the prophets
again and again descnbe the coming Messiah as
despised and as insignificant in the eyes of the world.
Sce Isaiah xi:1; liii: 2. Now, to be a citizen of
Nazareth was tobe 2ll this. 2. Why are there so many
mitaculous events surrounding cur Lord's infancy #
Angels come and go. Anangel tells Zacharias ot the
birth of John ; an angel salutes Mary as the mother of
the Saviour ; another comes to Joseph ; a multitude ot
the heavenly host are heard by the shepherds ; a star
guided the Magi ; dreams are sent by God.  Yet these
are just the events to be e2xpected when the Son of God
becomes the Son of man. These miraculous events
indicate the fact that though his outward circumstances
were most lowly and humble, yet Jesus was God as well
as man.

Christian Endeavor.

Daily Readings.

First Day—Like Christ.—1 Pet. ji : 18-24.

Second Day- On the cross.— Luke xxiii: 32-43.

Third Day—Isaac.— Gen. xxvi : 17-22.

Fourth Day—Moses.—Num. xii: 1-9.

Fifth Day— David.— 2 Sam. xvi :g-14.

Sixth Day.- Lowly before God.—Isa. ii: 10-22.

Seventh Day.— CHRIST'S LOWLINESS OUR EXAMPLE.—
Isa liii : 1-12.

Praver Mzenine Toric, July 22.— ¢ Christ’s Louli-
ness our Example,” Isa. liii: 1-12. This passage is
one of the most marvellous Messianic prophcecies in the
Old Testament. It gives us a picture which for patkcs
and teaaty is uncxcelled, the divine man Lumbly cul-
metging and ignosing his covreignity bencath the pur -
pose of his mission to sin accursed humanity. He
came to lift the lowest to the highest, and to do so He
came not as a king but as a lowly artisan.

Comirades in Christian Endeavor there 1s a lesson
here for us.  We will never save the world with kid
gloves on.  1f we would 1ift the world nearer God, it
will not do merely to beckon from above, we must et
our shouldets bencath the burden, and energized by
the Spirit, hift it heavenward. Lowliness, humility,
sacrifice of pride in all things human is onc of the first
lessons a Christian must learn ; pride is fatal to work
for Christ. Scripture passages:—Matt. ix:30-17, X1
23-235; Luke vi:40; Jno. xin: 317, xv:18-20; Rom.
viitiz, xv:r 3; Phil.#i:3-8,iv:11-125 2 Tim. iz 12
1 Pet.iv:i2-10.

Be a Christian.

I say to my friend, ** Bea Christian.”  That means
to be a full man. And hesays tome: “1 have not
time to be a Christian. 1 have not room. If my life
were not so full! You don't know how hard I work
from morning to night. What time is there for me to
be a Chrstian? What time i1s there, what room is
there, for Christianity in such a hfc as mine?”

But docs it not come to seem to us so strange, so
absurd, if it was not so melancholy, that man shoald
say such a thing as that? :

It is as if the engine had said it had no room for the
steam. It iIs as if the trec had said it had no room for
the sap. It is as if the ocean had said it had no room
for the tide. Itis asif the man had said ke had no
reom for his soul. Itis as it lifc said it bad no ume to
live. when it is life. It is not something that is added
ta life. Itislife. A manis not living withoutit.  And
for a maa to say that ** I am so full of life that I have
ne roem for hife,” yeu see immediately to what absurdity
1t reduces itsell,—PriLies BROOKS.



