
TORONTO, JIJNE, 1875.

THE UNION MEETINGS.

Tho approaelîing meceting of tlie Con-
gregational Union, vitIî its afiliatied
SoCieties, in Hamilton, is being lookced
forward to -%vith niuch interest, and -%iIl,
no doubt, prove a season of healthy
stimulus and great spiritual benefit to,
ail whvlo attend. Sei'en years have passed
.ince Iast ive asseibled with the church
iii tixat city, and nîaîîy have been the
changes, both in the churcli and the con-
stitueney of the Union, whiclh have since
occurred. The pastor, Mr. Pullar, wlio
presided at our opening session, and led
us in prayer so tenderly 0o1 behaif of the
fainily of our ]ately deceased Chairinan,
Mr. C limie. has Ijimif departed ; as
w~ell as a n-unîber of other lionoured
fathers and brethren wlîose ixames wil
be xnissed front our roil-caîl, and wvho
have been more recently translated froin
the toils and conflicts of earth to the
rest and rewards of hesaven. A new pas-
tor will be there to, welconîe us, however,
Whîo, though less widely known to the
denomination, worthily fille the vacated
pulpit, and is fast building up a strong
and vigorous church. Zion has had te, cry,
IlThe place i8 too, straight for me," and
the Union will be gratified to, meet with
them, in a snuch enlarged and improved
place of worahip, and with the etete
cordiale bctween them, unhappily sorne-

wlîat disturbed by the discussions at their
st ineeting,-entirely restored.
These annual renions are always

occasions of great interest and enjoy-
ment. The meeting with brethren froin
wvhom wve are sundered ail the re3t of
the year ; the annual exhibit of ail our
denoininational affaira and institutions;
the readingt aud discussion of papers on
iatters of coinînon or special interest;
the social and religious gatherings ; and
the "1good timue genieratlly," wlîich we
look for in connection with the Union
meetings, make us long for their return.
Those of the present year, wve are sure,
will prove nîo exception to the gene-ral
rule.

We are not aware that we are to be
fa-voured ivith. tle presence of anyý dis-
tinguished Britishi or Ainerican delegate,
as on some previons occasions. If any
corne we shah. accord to them, as usual,
a riglit royal Canadian Nvelconie. But
in the absence of any such expectation,
let us lookc the more prayerfully and ex-
pectantly for the manifestedl presence of
the Master. Many of our churches have
heen signally blesse during the past
ivinter. Their pastors will be with us
and an opportunity will doubtiesa be
afforded them to, tell us what great
things the Lord hath doue for thern, and
their people. And unlesa we mistake,
the coming meeting will b. characterized
by a spirit of hopefuluess, and of fresh
and joyous conseeration to the work of
the Lord, which han rarely been mit-
nessed among un. It rernains for every
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