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%wcre malle, suc: as employî .îg Rniali on lus claini tiuat lie
l<:îw ail about the business, wvhereas lie' had bccn a cottou
miliait witlîotit any cxperiencc inii lax maclincry-that
tluc men whlo enibarkcd il, these ill-starreti ventiures %vere
itici without knowlcdgc: or judiîunt. Tliey w'erc ail mren
of business ability andi experience, as tlicir atic'ess lit other
b>ranchîes of manufacturîlg siuowtil. Vtruer ias ai generai
bclicf ini Canada anit the Statcs tit litict manu factu ring
was destini to bc a permiatent andi profitable industry.
In 2869, a date nt whiclt the induustry wvas nlrcady doometi,
this belief was stili hielti, anti was cxpressecl iii thc follow.
ing paragrapu in a book on the "Industries of Canada,"
by Il. B. Smnall, of Ottawa:

"OnIy a few ycars ago, the Messrs. Perine & Company,
of Doon, iii thc colley of Waterloo, gave tic inmpetus to
fiax culture tiiere by tiistributing sct nong thc farniers,
promising to purclinse both the fibre andi set andi start
a mili for diressing the-flax. Since Uîici, they have so largely
increasedti thir operations, that tlucy arc now carrying on
no less than eight scutchling milis in that county, in atidi-
lion to a large Jinen factory. At Norval aiso, Co. Haltoti,
Col. Mitchell lias invested largcly in vats for steeping pur-
poses, andi macluinery for spinining andi weaving. 41 the
village of Preston, a large liinu manufactory is in opera-
tion. TMitre necti, lîowevcr, be no appreluension that the
country will produce more titan it can constiue. At the
present, time Barber Bros., of Streetsville, are using large
dîuîantities of yarn front the linien milîs of the Messrs. Penine
for warp andi filllng woolen wcft [Wlîat the writer ment
wvas that at was useti as warp îvith wooleu weft in produc-
ing union cloths.] thi-, protiucing a much strongcr article
iluan cati be manuifactured with cotton and woolcn. 1-Tence
the lîtîcu mantifacturers ncet have no more groti to fear
want of demanti tluart tlu woolen manufacturer."

Mati the Civil WVar lasteti four or five years longer, it
as quite possible the industry mighit.have become entrencheti
ii Canada, because the suupply of raw materiai of borne
growth coulti have been prcvided fot.

Just at this point lay the diIficulty, .and it forms the
tiifiiculty to-day as ut dîid in the jceriod. of the Civil War. If
tîtose wiio are starting out in the businuess now designl to
builti up a native fiax industry, .tlîey shoulti well rcalize
tîat tlîey must begin on the farni, andi not in the factory.
The liiien business us analagous to the beet rout sugar
iintiustry, andi those wvho have cmbnrked un the latter fieldi
recently il. Otntario, have found that ut is one tlîing to builti
andi equip a iii, but quite another thing to get thu farmers
to grow beets enough to kecp thc mili running. In deciti-
ing how to use lits landi, the farmer is îlot solely influenced,
by the prospect of îvorking for dividends for the owner of
tlîe tail clumney, but by the expettation of making moî.ey
for himself by the crop in wvluch tiere us the least hard
labor. The lineni industry liati already begun to collalise
in Ontario un z866-8, before the farmcrs in Waterloo andi
WVellington counities, in wvhicli it started, were convinceti
that fiax growing wvould pay as a permanent staffle crop.
1ý is truc, that flax wvas grown here and there aIl over the
Province, but chiefly, as in other Provinces, to furnish fibre
for tue liouse-wsfe to spin andi wvave iunto towcls anti sheet-
ings for faiy use.

It may be stateti litre, that the only fiax firna in Ontario
wluich surviveti the crisie of the Civil WVar wag MI. B. Penine
& Company, of Doon, andi the explanation of their survival
and subsequent prospcrity, is that they began nt the begin-
ning. They settleti the agriculture problein first. They
starteti their flrst scutching mili in î85r, anti began by dis-
tributing fiax sced to the farmers, froni whîon they guaran-

teeti to take tile crop at a stateti pricc I lia niy cases.
tlicy linti to teaclu the farniers iuow to grow andt Iprclî:tre it
for the î'îiil, anti it 'was oîuiy by tiltc xerciqe of great patience
anti lerseveremlce, that tiucy madie tlîc bîusinevss a stlcess.
1Iavitug cstab'isliud thecir sciitch iiil at Voair, they ,iidetàce
the area of flax growing anti startet ia secondt îmiii at Coiles-
togo, a thirti at Stirwoi, auîd a foîirtil nt Badii. It îwns iuot
until 1862, tiîat the firni starteti tue manufacture o! fiax
twines, wliici thecy have conitied to tue preseut day. Dur-
ing the Civil WVar-period, tiuey itujorteti lootus, andc matnu-
factureti baggiîig, but Inter a.bandtintI ttat braiîcli andi solul
out tlieir weaviuug munclinery. Tue Liî'ingston brotîters,
wvlo afterwartis startid scîitclîing unilis atut the mîanufacture
o! linseeti oil, anti tlîrougli whose operations the area of
flax growing ivas largely extentict, learnti the b>usiniess
in., tile firm of Perne & Comnîuy. It %vas tEins tîtat tile
fiax intiustry in Onitario begati anti grew tîttil betweetî 188-~
and î8go there wure over fifty scutcliing nîilis in tiiis dis-
trict of Ontario. Silice then it lias stcatily ticcliti. The
Livingstons at one tite hllt about a tiozeti scutciig tnilkq,
now tluey have only thrce nzilis running. Theu Jirmn of Penint'
& Company, have niucu tiifficulty iii proctiring supplies
They estiniate that iii tue last fuve years, the area of fla\
growing in Waterloo, Wellingtonî anti surrouiding cotinties
lias declineti fifty lier cent, Out of tic fifty or more nîhlis
referred t,. as existing iii Uic ninecties, tilt folnowing ls
approximately a complut list, anti severai of tîtese are
running light. Doon, Conestogo (now claseti), Exeter.
Hensaîl, Zurich, Alvinston, Shipka, Dashwood (2), Cr-ditnn,
Seaforth, Mitchell, Sebringvillc, Lucan, St. MNary's, Miisa
Craig, Parkhii, Forest, Wallaccbîurg, Tilbury, Drestieti,
Belle River, Essex, Emibro, Arthuur, anti Palmerston

Apart from the requirements of the twinc milis, tic
principal protinets o! tue :cîitchiuig nuiils uf Onitarîu havc
been shippeti to the uiplitulstering facturics andl exporteti to
the Unitedi States fur tn ttue andti îîphulàtcr3 manisfacturing
purposes. Occastunally bunîc fiax andtiu%% arc sluippceti b
Great Britain, but seitiur mnt large <juantities. In 1897 Cati
adla exporteti 2,6o8 cîvt. of fiax, valti at $21,438, anti 300
cwt. of tow, valueti at $350 tu Great liritain, the exports to
the Unitedi States in tlue sanie year being 3.5,414 cwt. o! fiax,
Ivorth $28.3,214, anti 18,535 civt. of tov WOrth $84,.378 Of
tliese totals of fiax, ýJ,754 cante front Quebec, atît ail tluc
rest front Ontartu. Tîtere is consitierable fluctuatiotn iii the
export of Plax protiucts. it 1897, for instance, we sliipped
to the Unitedi States .38,o22 iwt. of flax, andt 18,835 cwt. Of
tow, bîut un iSgS the export was otiY 5.710 cvt. o! fiax anti
11,281 CWt. Of toW. In i90: tlte export o! fiax %vas 32,,s4o
csvt., but the export o! toîv hall tiroppeti to 61-, cwt. In
the year ending June .30tl, 1903, tue cxport was 19,301 cwt
of fiax, wvortu $175,243, anti s55 tons of tow ivortu $3,943, ail
going to the Uniteti States. In the sanie ycar Canada im
porieti $2,ooo ivortît of flax andti 1w. It %vill tEius scèm titat
flax as an article of export is ea. the ticcline. Tue exports
as far back as 1877 were grenier th.in tiiose Of 1903 by
$3,793.

But tlîis ts not ail. The fia>, andt linen intiustry is also
dcchneng.as a houselolt imntiustr>. The gecratioun uf %womcn
w~ho couti spin anti wcave fia'% i:, fast <iying out, andtit
fiax spuîuuîung-wlicel andt hlidt-lotus arc luiioc'nîs utily.
Tiîey are foutid i:1 otur itnseunis andt luistorical socictics,
but no longer in, operahioti by the winter fire-placc. Tuc olti
Germin ladies frontî Waterloo coutîty wluo gave cxhîibitionîs
of fiax spinning in the Piomîcers' Building at tue Toronto
Exhibition iast ycar, exciteti fcelings iii tic bciîolter
anlalogoi& to the eniotions of the Jews wlîii tlîcy gathereti
in Jcrusalern a!ter tue 70 years' capti-;ity. Tlîe tensus re-


