
PROCEEDINOS 0F THE CANADIAN INSTITUTE.

by the reading, discussion w xd subsequent publication of varions
minoirs or papers, and (2) by memaorials presented to the Govern-
mient of the province,. or provinces, in suipport of varions public
institutions of a scientific character.

I.-PAPERS.

In the very first volume of the (lanadian Journal wvill be found a
series of able articles, copiously illustrated, on that most practical of
subjects, the liarbour of Toronto, by Mr. Sandford Fleming, M4r.
Kivas Tully, and others. In the same volume is a paper on
Toronto's water supply, a subject wlîich has constantly engaged the
attention of the Institute, and stili continues to do so. Certainly no
subject is of more direct importance to oui' fellow-citizens than this,
and 1 ani persuaded that the publication in the daily press of papers
read before this, Institute from time to tîme on this subject has been
of great advantage to the civic authorities in deciding; upon thiis
vexed question, as wvell as on that of the disposal of our sewage.
I believe tlîat even more can and will be done in this direction, to
the great, benefit of the public. Continuing the examinaticn of our'
past work, 1 find in Vol. 1. again Mr. Kivas Tully suggesting plans
for the improvement of our Esplanade, and Prof. Cherriman advoca,.t-
lng, as carlly as 1853, the adoption of the decinal currency; in
Vol. II. there appears the first geological map of Upper Canada, by
Mir. (afterwards Sir> Wm. Logan, our first president; and Dir. Cottie
gives an account of Canadian silk-producing moths-a subject to
whichi the preseat chiairman of our Biological Section, Dr. Brodie,
lias devoted further unwearied and valuable investigration.

In the third volume, 1855, 1 again find a practical paper by Dr'.
Boveli on the best modes of dealing witli the terrible scouî'ge of
choiera, the first of a series of communications on public health.

-whichi have been presented to the Institute fromn time to time, con-
cluding, for the preseat, wvithi the contributions of Drs. Oldright,
Bryce, and Elli-s. In the year 1870 a member of this .Tnstitute, MNI'.
Andî'ew Elvins, anticipated by at least two years the labours of
ottier astronomers and meteorologists in investigating the connection
of sunspots with rainfalis, as well as wvith other meteorological
elements, and the result of bis investigations seemed to hold forth
some prospect of establishing snch a connection between tiiese natural
phienomena as should ultimately enable the ineteorologist to predict


