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tif beauty. Tlîc artistic and inexpensive bedroomn sets-
especially dressing cases atîd bureaus- wvliclî are to lie
seen iti even the illost hiumble homes iii tîe Utited States,
are liever miet tvitll lîre. lnstead, tliere is a very plaitn
hlack-tvaltîut bedstead, a sniall clîest of drawers witli a
wall mirror atîd an old-faslîiotied,marble-topped tvaststand.
TheSe articles, wvitlî two or tlîree ordinary chairs, furnîslî
the bedrooni equipmet i the lînuses oi tlîewell-to-do. In
the parlor or drawitîg-room the furnitw ii thie lînuses of
the ricli is of thie art variety, and answers its purpose t'ery
tvell. Iu this directionî tiiere :- probably not much of an
opcning. hI the dining-roon tlîe furnititre is somewlîat
better, tlîe sideboards or buffets liaving ratlier an air of
substantial elegratce ; but the tables are uiot only seve-ely

plain but are exceedingly unreliable.
"4Should the trade bie established, it could bie lîandled

through commnission lîouses iii l-ianiburg. As to the best
svay oif dct'eloping it, and tupon wvhat lities, the best plan
wvould be for tlîe American Furtîiture Makers' Association
to %enîd o% er liere one or more experts ta make a thorougli
study of tie questioni. It is certain that the nîoney spent
in tlîis direction %vould not be tvasted."

Tlîe custoins duties per 100 pounds are as follows: rough
furîîiture, utipainted, 36 cent-, ; ttith ornamental twork or
paintcd, Sî.2o ; tîpiolstered but tincovercd, $.3.bj ; tpliol-
stcred antd covered S-4.8o. Freiglit froni New V'oik to
Hiamburg is 51i.20 per 100 potids.

EDITOR.iAL N TS

Mrs. Cleiîîeîîtiuîe Fessendeîi, of the Nationial Counicil of
W~ornet, lias writteti a letter to thie Eiipire whlicli explaitis
i!self as follows:

1l Fiîlî Fenton "well asks wt'lat the National Coutîcil of
Womcti have to say iii tlîis miattcr of oliscene advertise-
ments. WVe are too youing to have acconiplislicd nîucl, but
it may lic a cornfort tu knowv tliat iii the H-amiltoni local
coutîcil we liave a press federatioti, otie of its tvoved oh.
jects being IlTa endeavor by every legitimate nîeatis to
~restraiîi the publication of police aîîd divorce court pro-
ceedings,as tvell as the vile paienît niedicine advertiscîiients
in the tîewvspaipers of the day, anîd to look 1*,.rtvard tu a
miore conipicte suppression of oliscene and immtioral liter-
ziture." Ve tst ittlîctleotlier locailcoticils tîîectt lis
fl'al thcv wvill hclp oti this work so faintly outliied,aîîd ihiat
strong federations may be formed ta meit tliis iti idious fue,
vhîo, on every lîand, is sapping- the purity of our cildlîood,
and layinig lus vile lîand on our unprotcîcd wvniauîlood.
W'e read of Ilepidctiiics of crime." I)id it ever occur ta
tie public that hy giviing tlicm aIl the hiorrible niuîutiae, tic

PJpr of the d;uy are iii sonie measure respotîsible for the
:fanniîîg 1911nto 1lamne of the spark ni wild disorder lendiiîg on
ta crinme, xvlicli lîaid otlierwise slunîbercd or dicd out.

Tllie Enipirc's ansvcr to tlîis nîost vital question is th;t
it tvould be wvell if the suppression ofithis objectioîîable lit-
cratuîre could be brouglit about, - but tlîis is a1 selîsationial
age, atid tlie papers arc forccd tu kcep tip tvitl the praces-
siotn until circunistances bring abotit- a desirable hlat."
M\rs. Fessetiden ior F;uith Ftîiotî citlier catch on to the
truc itîwarduîess of thie situationi. Tlîe dailh ncwspapers of
*rratto, witliûtt exceptioti, atnd af 'otlicr cities albo, are
not publiblied in thîe iintrests of danebticaîîd social plirit%
bîut to make nioncy, and tlîcy can nî..X, nmore nioney Ily
ptiliishi:îig oliscene anîd immînoral literaittbc, anid disgust-
ingl sggstv tderti.senietitb, to n.cet thec debabcd
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tastes of the dehauclhed Classes of tic commulnity, than b>
c>chading such stuff iii the intercst of purity and virtue.
The good wvorncn of tic National Couincil of Womcen, and
of the WVomcn's Chistian Teînperance Union, before they
cari horle for the largcrsuccess for which theystrive,should
Iay the .4re of their endeavors to the root of the evil whichi
is seen so disgustingly prominent in tie dailv papers about
six timies eachi wcek.

Trhe tendencv of the merchant marine of the United
States is toward tlic construction of bigger slîips, made of
iron or steel. That is shown in the annual report of the
Bureau of Navigation. Aithougli, since 1884, the number
of Americani vessels lias decreased 504, the gross tonnage
lias increased 413,000 tons. The average si?.e of vessels
lias increased from 177 tons in 1884 to 198 tons in 1894.
In 1884 the stcamn tonnage 5,401 vessels Of 1,465,909
gross tons %vas one-tliird of the mercliant marine, while
in 1894 it Comprises 6,326 vessels Of 2,189,430 tons or
nearly one liaif tif the total. Il' 1884 tiie steel tonnage vas
01nl% 5, » tons ; in 1894 it is 350,000 tons. Steel ma-dne
construct. in in 1884 wvas carried on at only iqur ports iii
the ]United States, wlîile last vear j6 ports return sucl
construction. The great feature of this maritime dev elop-
nient, outside of this transformation of material, is the
growtli of the mercliant marine of thie Great Lakes. The
total tonnage of American lake ports lias increased 5ooooo
tons during the decade, or tîearly doubled ; and the iroui
and steel steani tonnage on Utce lakes bas increased front
27,0DO tons inii to -.3o,ooo tons in 1894. The lake ports
stand hligli iti the scale of steam tonnage. Of sucli a ton-
nage ai 2,840 - rs loi o ill dcscriptions, 432.294

tons ara~ docunîi!nted ait Neiv York, 18,;,224 lit Cleveland,
128.839, at Buffalo, i 28,38o, at Sani Francisco, and 120,817
at Detroit.

Messrs. R. Macgregor, I. Scott atîd C. J. Slîurlv, of
Galt, Otît., and M'%r. Petrie, of Guelphi, are contemplating
i trip Io Ausiralia. T1he trip is îîominaly for pleasure,but
tliey tvill Iook, itîto tic prospects of doing business witlî
the colonies. »Tliese gentlemien are aill shirevd business
mnt and tlîeir opinion, oui returuîing, on the chances of~
businiess with our Australiati cousinîs, wili be wordîi sanie-

Pending tlîe recet clections in the United States, Mr.
Singerly, a Democratic frc (rade Canîdidate for Conigre.s
iii Plîiladelplîia, declare'd tlîat IlNo counitry tlîat lias ever
cxisted except tic Usnitcd States lias attenmpted in tume of
proiound and prolosigcd peace to raise the tariff-to raise
the taxes of the people -as was donc by tht: INcKinley law
of î89)o." Regarding thik; %ild s;tatenleiit The iNa.ntuf.cttr-
er of tliat City saINs

Mr. Singerly lias beeni nîisinfornied. Tlere lias becen
profoutid peace iii Eu*trope silice t1870. WiVil the past fiVe
years Fratnce lias largelv advatnced tic proteczive duties ini
its tariff. Spain lias donc the saine tliing. So lias Russia.
O.it in Ats.-tr.tlia the last one of the Stiates to cling to frcu
trade lias abandoned it anid g-îne over to protection. ld
lîai cndeavored to adopt a protective policy but lias beeti
frbiddcnl by Eîigland to do so ; and ini Etîgland it.self the

setntiment a"gainst free trade lias oi late acquired force
wii, tuecnt) ý carb ago, %vould hiave beeti tliouglit inipoà-


