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Mfore thian a year ago, Viz., in I)ecember, i188,i ve had ashort article upon the above subject, and our attention lias î

been once more called to the matter by the notice in theToronto '«<Mail," in its issue of Febmuary 1 5th, regarding abilt proposed in the United States Congress by Mr. Ben- tjamin Butterwvorth of O)hio, to bring abotut entire reciprocity,
or in othier words fece trade b)ctwen ithe States and Can-
ada. Ttie butl is as foltows

A bill to provide for reciprocity t'le hLyniteci State., an(i theDominion of Canada.
Il he-eas, controversies have arisen ani are nowV existing between tlicGoverniment of the UnîitedlStates and tihe (oveniment oftbe Dominion ofCanada, growing out o[ the const ruct ion of treatiesafetrg the fishni-

terestse an(l'bycoulîtries, andthe similarity of the interests and the occupations of the People thereof,it is desred by the United States to remove ail exîstîng controversies andzi cue orcontroversies in the future, and toprmtadenoag
butsiniess and commercial intercourse between the Peopie of botb court-tries, and to promote hiarmony between the two Goverfiments, and toenable the citizens of each ho trade with the citizens of the othé thout restriction and iirespective of boundaries, as fîilly and fieel sithere wvas no bounidary Elne hetween the two countries eyasiNow, therefore, lie it enacted by the Senate andl i-Iouse Of Reiiresen..tatives of tihe United States of America iin Congress assemtbîed.-"lSection 1 . Ihat, whenever and as soon as the Government of thesaid Dominion of Canada shahl, by Act of bier iariamepermi .1articles of trade and commerce of whatever name or naur aileheîîroducts of the soul or of the waters of the United States.,Or' whefterture<i articles, livestc of ail kiiîds and its produets,) or mine~~ralsuancoalandprodctsof the mines of the United States, to enter the anrtof the said Dominion of Canada free of duty, then ail articles manufac-tured in Canada, and ail products of the sou ani waters, and ZIl mineraisan(l coal products of the mines of said Donminion of Canada, and alother articles of evcry naine and description produced i the saîdDominion of Canada, shall be permitted to enter the ports9 of the UnitedStates free of duty ; it being the intention of tis Act to pl-Ovide forabsoluite reciprocity of trade between the two countries as to ail articlesof wlîatsoever naine or nature grown or produced in tble said countries."9 Section 2. That when it shal libe certified to the President of tbeUnited States l)y the proper officiais of the (iovernmnent Of the saidD)ominion of Canada tlhat the said last named Goverrnîent by Act ofl'ai iament has authorized the admission into the ports Of Said Govern-nment of ail articles of tracle and commerce produGed in tihe UnitcdStates fiee of duty, the President shahl make p)roclamation thereoç, andshail likevise prociaim thiat ail articles produced in tise said Dominiono f Canada shah be admitted into ail ports of the United States free ofluty, and sticb ai ticies shiallbe so admitted into the Ports of the UnitedStates free Ofd(uty so long as the said lDominion of Canlada shal admitthe products of the United States, as herein provided for, intu lier portsfree of duty.

" ISection 3. The Secretary of tue 'lreasury is bereby autoiewith the approval of the President of the United States, in coulborizedwith the proper officiais of the Goverient of said D)ominiOo andato make ruies and regulations for the pur-pose of carrying into effect tbeprovisions of tbis Act, and to protect the said respective Governimentsagainst the importation of foreign goods tbrough either into the other;and the Secrelary of the Treasury of the United States shallfurnish totbe customns officers of the United States sucb ruies and reguiations forthe puirpose of guiding thern in the disebarge of their dutties in respectto the protection of eacb of said (ioveininents agaiiist imprope lprtations of foreign goods as herein contempiated."peiip-
if this is not frec trade pure and simple anld comptete

Commercial Union we do not know what those ternis. mean.
In our former renurks we fülly agrecd With the Torontotg Mail 'l in the position it then took up, tointing out thatCommercial Union between the United States and Canada
could only result fimst in the indepesidence 0f the Dominion,>and secondly as a necessary conseq.uence annexation of ourcountry to the Union. To suppose that we cati exact com-
mercial treaties which wilt discrimninate against the mnother
country and stsll remaîn a cotony, we canniot believe Greatl3îitain would ever consent to, and it would be unreasonable
on our part to expect hier to do so, for, stsrely in return forprotection against foreign aggression and the tiberty granted
to frame our own tariffs, it is not too much for England toask that in our trade intercourse wc shiah treat her as favor-

ably as any foreign nation. It is a mystery how any n
can fait to understarid that our making a tariff in favor Of
an outside nation and) therefore, hostile to Great I3ritain
simPly means a declaration of independ-erce. 'Whethef
such indt-pendence is desirable or not is quite another quie
tion ; but 've do not betieve, with our large tract of coun~try
and spai se Population) we could long stand alone beside Our

1)oweful eighbr. lie fisliery dispute has given *iSeMr. Butterworth's bill, and also to a great deal of silly t&l k
about twisting the lion's tait; but in the midst of what evefl
the better ctass Of Americaîs. termied Ilbuncombe hr
was a feeling that the tait did belong to a lion, and %V/e 're
inclined to fear that hiad it mierely been a beaveî's tail the
beaver would have fared badly.f

TIo return to the butl before us, we maintain that SO e
as commerce is concerned its effect would be to make 01n
adla simPty a State of the Union, and is the first step to
wards annexation, alwvays supposing that Canada has ceagea
to be a colony, for otherwise she is quite incompetenît to
entertain the bill at ail. There is no use fighting shy of th
p)oint at issue ; Commercial Union sucli as there is betWeeil
the different states of the Union (and suchi is Wili
Mr. J3utterworth's ]Bill proposes) means neither 11 0re
nor less than annexation, and this is what mTanyOft
who have endeavored to build up Canada's individuaIlty
would hesitate before advocating. The TorontociVal
upon this as well as other subjects, has completel heeteâ
round from its standpoint of a year ago, and we no'w n
it fiworing Mr. Butterwortîî's Bill, having in a leader headed
"Reciprocity Ilas foltows: ul
\Vitbout doubt, reciprocal free trade with the United States 'w of

resuit ini the weeding Out Of sorte of the industries, %vhich the tarif O1879 bas called into existence;, and men wbose m'oney is sunk, n Ilomîight be expected to Protest that the wbi outywa bu
ruined. But no one can seriouslY suppose that the general efl'ectIL

botherwse than Most bnfca to the two peopes. IfafW -ed
pershe inthebraingai, ail those Canadian industries which dleserV0 1jto survive would receive an impetus such as no tariff-jugglirig COu

ever give tbem. It is hardty necessary to add that- our three pýriniC'91pursuits-agricuitureý iumberîng and the fisheries-would begcglbenefited ; and that the arrangement would lead to the thorough
pioration and deveiopment, of our mining resources, as yet leavin Ou
those of Nova Scotia and British Columbia, aimost a seaied book. _There is flot much chance of Mr. BUTTERWORTH'S bill beiaig P.bthis session, Congress adjourning on March 4; but thit 50 distingis ofa member of the Repuhlican party should be found on the sidercciprocity is sureiy a ver>y hopeft.il sign. The measure, nioreOver,ýendlorsed by Secretary BAYVARD.

" Tempora Mutantur"I indeed!1 But a twelvemonth si0ce
and no champion was equal to the "lMail"I in defexise Of
what it i5 110w pleased to catt a "ia few exotics " and uf'competition of the United States factories is now desigI1atedas "lthe bracing air." That one day Canada may denlad
independence is probable, perhaps even some may deS!îre
annexation to the States; but such demand must be the V0l.eof lier own peopte -sent from, Ottawa to, the Imperiat parle1ment, flot a cry fromn Washington, before England e"jlisten or attow a colony to amtfrinpocts and
manufactures free white it charges a protective tariff UPOO
those fromn the mother country.

Building operations in Montrea.lThe buitdinlg'
spector reports that the buildings erected in Montreal dur-ing 1886 were 69o, costing $2,131,834. The figures for
1885 Were 4291 costing $Î,728,945. There is no tblmoney included In these figures. it rmust also be refflCl'
bered that a large proportion of these buildings arecitle
nients,"o with accommodation for tw;o separate families (211Jsomnetimes more), being in reality almost the same as tve0

separate houses,


