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COMMERCIAL UNION,

More than a year ago, viz., in December, 188¢,
short article upon the above subject, and our attention has
been once more called to the matter by the notice in the
Toronto “ Mail,” in its issue of February Usth, regarding a
bill proposed in the United States Congress by Mr. Ben-
jamin Butterworth of Ohio, to bring about entire reciprocity,
or in other words frec trade between the States and Can-
ada.  The bill is as follows :—

A bill to provide for reciprocity between the U
Dominion of Canada.

¢ Whereas, controversies have arisen and are NOw existin
Government of the United States and the Government of theg Il;f)t,:,vie“eig,?ﬁ
Canada, growing out of the construction of treaties nﬁecting the fishing in-
terests ; and whereas by reason of the contiguity of the two countries, galnd
the similarity of the interests and the occupations of the People thereof
it is desired by the United States to remove all existing Controversies e(l)l i
all cause of controversies in the future, and to Promote ang encourz y
business and commercial intercourse between the People of hoth, ge
tries, and to promote harmony between the two Govemments '\g?i“;lc-)
enable the citizens of each to trade with the citizens of the othé\: with-
out restriction and irrespective of boundaries, as fully and free] }f
there was no boundary line between the two c yas i

) ountries.
Now, therefore, be it enacted by the

Senate and House
I g N 0 . K] Of -
tatives of the United States of America in Congress assemble(ll{ ?presen

“ Section 1, That, whenever and as soon as the G,

said Dominion of Canada shall, by Act of her Par]i?\:;:;nent olj u'ﬁ
articles of trade and commerce of whatever name or natur’epen}‘:lt]a
products of the soil or of the waters of the United States, or : etf] o
tured articles, live stock of all kinds and its products, or ,miner alnu ac-
coal and products of the mines of the United States, to enter tha s and
of the said Dominion of Canada free of duty, then a]} articleg me p?rts
tured in Canada, and all products of the soil and waters, anq ;)] any f‘?'
and coal products of the mines of said Dominion of Canadammem 1
other articles of every name and descri »and all

ption produced j :
Dominion of Canada, shall be permitted to enter the ports Oé?hethé §an}
States free of duty ; it being the intention of thig Act to nited

absolute reciprocity of trade between the two countries ag top;r\(l)lv‘df {or
of whatsoever name or nature grown or produced in the said comr Yy

¢ Section 2. That when it shall be certified to the Presidemun}”es'
United States by the proper officials of the Government of tho tl)e‘
Dominion of Canada that the said last named Governmeny 1, :. Sm(f
Parliament has authorized the admission into the ports of sa; d);,‘ c't of
ment of all articles of trade and commerce produced iy, the l‘;‘?mi
States free of duty, the President shall make proclamation there r"llﬂd
shall likewise proclaim that all articles produced in the saiq ]_)00 ) an
of Canada shall be admitted into all ports of the Uniteq States l;n'monf
duty, and such aiticles shall be so qdmitte(! into the POIS of the Gee: c>1
States free of duty so long as the said 1.)op1|1110n of Canady shall "llleft
the products of the United States, as herein provided for, inty hera;::tls
e ety The Secret f the Treasury js y,

¢ Section 3. The Secretary of th reasury is herely :
with the app?ova] of the President of the United States, ile ::mz‘&sg
with the proper officials of the Government of said I)omimou of Canada
to make rules and regulations for the purpose of Carrying intq effect thé
provisions of this Act, and to protect the said respective Governments
against the importation of foreign goods thrqugh either ingq the other :
and the Secretary of the Treasury of the United State ’
the customs officers of the United States such rules 4

we had a

nited Stateg and the

SdShall furnish to
i . . nd regulati

the purpose of guiding them in the discharge of their dllliis : r:l:):gs icél;
to the protection of each ofsald‘(;overnments against imP"Oper in~1por-
tations of foreign goods as herein contemplated.” P

If this is not free trade pure and simple apq complete
Commercial Union we do not know what thoge terms mean.
In our former remarks we fully agreed with the Toronto
“Mail” in the position it then took up, pointing out that
Commercial Union between the United Stateg and Canada
could only result first in the independence of the Dominion,
and secondly as a necessary consequence annexation of our
country to the Union. To suppose that we can €xact com-
mercial treaties which will discriminate against the mother
country and still remain a colony, we cannot believe Great
Britain would ever consent to, and it would be unreasonable
on our part to expect her to do so, for, surely in return for
protection against foreign aggression and the liberty granted
to frame our own tariffs, it is not too much for England to
ask that in our trade intercourse we shall treat her as favor-

separate houses,

ably as any foreign nation. 1Itis a mystery how any ot:f
can fail to understand that our making a tariff in favor in
an outside nation and, therefore, hostile to Great B“t:er
simply means a declaration of independence. Whet s
such indcpendence is desirable or not is quite another qufr
tion; but we do not believe, with our large tract of co? o
and sparse population, we could long stand alone beslée ot
powerful neighbor.  ‘The fishery dispute has given 115¢
Mr. Butterworth’s bill, and also to a great deal of silly meﬂ
about twisting the lion’s tail ; but in the midst of what €Y .
the better class of Americans. termed “ buncombe ” the:—e
was a feeling that the tail did belong to a lion, and W€ ah .
inclined to fear that had it merely been a beaver’s tail t
beaver would have fared badly.

To return to the bill before us, we maintain that sO f?t
as commerce is concerned its effect would be to make Caf;’
ada simply a State of the Union, and is the first step * 4
wards annexation, always supposing that Canada has ceastio
to be a colony, for otherwise she is quite incompetent .
entertain the bil] at all. There is no use fighting shy of t 0
point at issue ; Commercial Union such as there is bfft“'eet
the different states of the Union (and such is whae
Mr. Butterworth’s Bil] proposes) means neither mO"s
nor less than annexation, and this is what many of '
who have endeavored to build up Canada’s individ“al_’tx
would hesitate before advocating. The Toronto M aih
upon this as well as other subjects, has completely wheel¢
round from its standpoint of 3 year ago, and we now A7 .

it favoring Mr. Butterworth’s Bill, having in a leader head®
“ Reciprocity " as follows : W
Without doubt, reciprocal free trade with the United States “,'ouof
result in the weeding out of some of the industries, which the tar! he®
. i and men whose money is sunk in t
might be expected to protest that the whole country was about “’u
ruined. But no one can seriously suppose that the general efiect WOLLs,
be 9the1~\ylse than most beneficial to the two peoples. If a few €x0
perished in the bracing air, all those Canadian industries which dmr"‘d
to survive would receive an impetus such as no tariff-juggling co.u,l
ever give them. Tt is hardly necessary to add that our three princiP

> - ]
pursuits—agriculture, lumbering and the fisheries—would be gr"t)r
benefited 5 and that the arra

t ngement would lead to the thorough cut
ploration and development of our mining resources, as yet leaving
those of Nova Scotia and British Columbia, almost a sealed book. 5ed
There is not much chance of Mr. BUTTERWORTH’s bill being pas
this session, Congress adjourning on March 4 ; but that so distingis™ ¢
a member of the Republican party should be found on the side 5
reciprocity is surely a very hopeful sign, The measure, moreove’s
endorsed by Secretary BAVARD. ¢
‘“Tempora I_VIutantur " indeed ! But a twelvemonth Slncf
and no champion was equal to the ¢‘ Mgai/" in defense
what it is now pleased to call  « a few exotics " and un i
competition of the United States factories is now designat
as ‘“ the bracm‘g air.”  That one day Canada may dema?
independence is probable, perhaps even some may eS!ce
annexation to the States; but such demand must be the vO'”~

of her own people sent from Ottawa to the Imperial Parhﬁl
ment, nota cry from Washington, before England ¥ f
listen or allow a colony t

0 admit foreign products ao
manufactures free while it charges a protective tariff upP
those from the mother country.,

Building operations in Montreal.—The _building, "
spector reports that the buildings erected in Montreal d‘;o;
ing 1886 were 699, costing $2,131,834. The figures lic
1885 were 429, costing $[,728,945. There is no P“b

money included in these figures. It must also be reme™

bered that a large proportion of these buildings are “ te“n
ments,” with accommodation for two separate families (3 0
sometimes more), being in reality almost the same as



