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How dark the
How great the

her affections are grovellin«,
mind is in a state by nature!
need for spivitual illwmination !
Vv, 13, 14.—Christ is very patient with
this dull scholar.  He continues his teaching,
presenting the truth in clearer "ight
V. 15, =5l her views are comal. Christ
offers salvation, and she supposes he suams
some kind of water that will stake forall
time to come the natusal thirst, And had
Chirist left her at this stage she would never
have discovered His meaning.  Lut as e
purposed to save her, He let light into her
dark soul.  And she believed in Him as the
sequel shows. A govd proof of her conver-
sion is seen m the tact that she wished to save

others. Sce vv. 28, 29,
LEssons.
1. Hoew benighted the soul is in a state by

nature! It is guilty, polluted, a stranger to
true happiness, and yet it realizes not its con-
dition.

2. The world can never satisfv a human
soul. Ali the cisterns of carth’s joys may be
tried, but they will be found to be ** broken
cisterns that can hold no water.” e who
drinks of these waters shall thirst again, shall
still ask the question, Who will show me any
good thing?

3. Christ alone can satisfy the cravings of
the soul. He alone can pavdon and restore to
God's favor and inmage. By taking up His
res..ence in the heart by His blessed sSpirit.
He alone can enable a man te =ay from sweet
exporience, Now Iam tappy. See Romans
5: 1-5.

4. What maichless grace in Christ! He
sought out this poor woman, addressed her
most tenderly, led her on step by step until
she was saved. Who would not Jove such a
Saviour as this?

SECOND SABBATIL

Svearer:—Jesus at Betlesda, John 5:
5-15.

When Christ was on earth He went about
doing good. e healed all manner of bodily
disease, thus showing that there was no
spiritual malady beyond His reach. This mir-
acle of healing recorded liere occwnred in ihe
carlier part of our Lord's ministry —during
s second appearance in Jerusalem after Lis
baptism.

At Jerusalem, near one of the gates. was a
;)ool named  Bethesda—which signifies the
use of mercy. At certain times its waters
were moved, and then whoever stepped in
first was healed of whatever discase he had.
As might be expected many ailing persons
crowded nto the covered recesses around the
pool waiting for the opportune moment.
Among others was one whose case was indeed
most distressing.  For thirty-eight years he
had an infirmity. Some suppose that this
was brought on by certain habits of sin.  Sce
v. 14 in which Christ told him to sin no more.
If this view is correct we are taught the good-
ness of Christ's compassion which brought
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healing to such & one—and that too unasked.

Christ knew all about the case. e must
theretore be divine. Incidentally many proots
of our Lord’s divinity are given in the
Gospels. He asked the impotent man if he
wishied to be healed. The reply showed that
while the desire was strong, hope was feeble.
1 was helpless.  He coull not go iuto the
healing water with saflivient alacrity, and
threre was none sufliciently sympaihizing e
aid. Each one was intent on a cure for him-
<olf or fur his friends, leaving vthers uneared
for.  \What selfisimess!  But Christ pitied.
Hespake the words of omniputence, and a
cure was effected.

‘The Jews found fault with the healed for
carrving his bed on the Sabbath. It they did
not know who this man was, the question
they asked himn was ight.  Kutif they knew
that he had been a cripple and had been
healed by Christ, then the question was
prompted through hatred to Christ.  How-
ever this muy nave been, v. 12 implies that
they had a xuspicion, at least after their ques-
tion was asswered. who had wrouvght the
miracle and given the command to carry the
bed.

The healed could not it first tell the Jews
who cared him, but having seen Him atter-
wards, he informed them.  This no doubt he
did in honorot the healer and with no inten-
tion of eXciting the hostility of His foes.

LESsoNs.

1. This passage suggests the {ruth that in
onr nataral condition we zre morally impo-
tent.  We cannot save oursclves.

2. We should desire to be saved from ou
sirs.  What is disease of body compared with
disease of soul?

3. Christ can save. Ile is able to save
even 1o the uttermost. He is willing to save
all who go to Him. e is the true Bethesda.
‘The ool at Jerusalem could heal only one at
a time, buat Christ can save multitudes and
yet have room.

4. Itis right to perform works of merey
on the Sabbath.

THIRD SABBATIH.

Svriecr:i—The Bread of Life, John G:
47-58.

Christ had performed the miracle of feed-
ing thousands witn a few Joaves and fishes,
and had recrossed the sea of Galilee to
Capernaum.  Many of the people had fol-
lowed him. Their motives however were not
wood, They sought him becaunse they had
eaten and were filled.  Christ told them so,
and urged them to be more anxious about the
meat which endureth unto everlasuing life
than about the meat that perisheth.

The people asked Christ what proof he
could give that he had a rizht to demand of
them faith in Him, stating that Moses fur-
ni<hied a proof of his mission by giving Man-
na from Heaven. Christ replied that'it was
God not Moses who gave the Manna. He



