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in the evening, of which pyblic intimation venerahieAsRemby-"Whereaaiîisesaential
was given, and this, session was closed withla thepeace and urity of the Church of Christ,
prayer. estabiiahed hy law in this land, that the à'e]a-

ALEX. MCWILLAM, Synod Clerk. lion of the Church tu the Westminster Con-
fesqion of Faith as the doctrinal standardishal bue loyally andi consistent1ý maintained.'

General Assembly of the Church of; hope there is no dibrpnce of opinion on
Scotland. the point. 1 hole we are ail dcîermined.

- j whatever may bu our difféurence on mnaltera of
Concluded.]compratily al iprtance-I hope we

WEDNESDAY. are aIl determined that the Westminster Con-
feasion of Faith, in ail ils integrity, shail be

The Assemhly resumed this morning- maintainu as the doctrinal standard of this
Dr. Cook, Moderator. ICurc. b veccasioya-ly-seenstaeents

eli il . aw in ti lan, ht te.J. rla-OVERTURES ANKNT DOCTRINE AND THE
STANDARDS OF THE CHURCH.

With reference to the doctrine andt stan-
dards of the Church, there were also before
the Assemhlv overtures from the Synod of
Merse and Teviotdale, the Syrod of Perth
and Sterling, the P)resbytery of Linlithgow,
Presbytery of Caithness, Presbytery of Wig-
town, and Presbytery of Cairstown. Of these
overtures,

The CLERK of As-embly read the following
froma the Synod of Merse and Teviotdiale:-

" Whereas it is essential to the peace and
unity of the Church of Christ established hy
law in this land. that the relation of the
Church to the Westminster Confession of
Faith as hpr doctrinal standard shall be loy-
ally and consistently maintained ; and where-
as the doctrine andt government of the Church,
as set forth in the aforesaid Confe»ssion of
Fsith, have been discredited hN the express-
ed opinions of persois of influence in the
Church, it is humbly overtured by tî.e Synod
of Merse and Tevi->tdale to the Venerable
the General Assemblv, indictedt to meet at
Ediniburgh on the 24th of May. 1866, that
ail Church judicatories be directed ard en-
joined to see that ail persons who shall have
eigned the aforesaid Confession of Faith shall
not, directlv or indirectly, depart therefrom,
but shail ioyally and consietently adhere
thereto."

After a pause,
Mr. PmN, Galashiel,, rose and said-I did

not wish to bring this matter before the As-
sembly. I knew there were other Synods
that had broughlt up some overtures, and as
I have had occasion once or twice within the
last fex hours to address the Assembly, I was
not anxious to speak again this forenoon;
but I should have felt I was failing in a duty
to the Synod of which I am a member if I ai-
lowtd an overture from it to be thrown over
the table, or lie on the table, and the Assem-
bly to proceedt to, the next business, without
cnming forward and stating the grounds on
which that overture was transmitted by the
Synad, I voting in the majority of 24 to 8, by
which it was caunted. Now, I take leave to
tate that the assertion in the commence-
ient cf the overture is one which it aeems

to me cannot properly be doubted in this 1

nt w.41 at sI es ra e, s t iat we s au e,
left at liberty, as it is called, to interpret our
creed according as we may think proper to
interpret it. By all means let us have a creed,
it is sai', but ihien leave us to ihterpet that
creed. I say, better have no creed than have
at creed which everv man is at liberty to in-
terpret for himself. Antid I say furtfær, and
the experience of the past fev weeks bas
proved it, that suppose you have no creed
vou will he involved in inextricable difficul-
iies. I am grieved to be obliged to state that
I have seen publications that were fitted to
bring into discredit the doctrine and govern-
ment of the Church as set forth in the afore-
said Confession of Faith. No man doubts
that this is the effect of such publications.

Dit. LEE-Name them.
Mr. PnIN-1 believe the IHouse will not

insist upon nuy naming any one. I have
merely to propose-" That the General As-
sembiy, having received the overture, direct to
enjoin ail thejudicatories of this Church to see
that ail persons who shall have signed the
aforesaid Confession of Faith shall not direct-
ly or indirectly depart therefrom, but shall
legally and constantly adhere thereto." I
think that motion will meet the present emer-
gency, and will nct involve any painful col-
lision with individuals. Moderator, 1 can-
not conclude what I have to say on this sub-
ject without making one other remark. I
have spoken, I can assure you, without the
slightest idea beforehand that I was to ad-
dress the House. But I cannot sit down
witnout referring in a word to the petition
which was placed on your table a little ago
as having been transmitted through the com-
mittee on bills. It was got up very hurried-
ly by my hon. friend Major Baillie. Only
a few days before the meeting of the Assem-
bly, my hon. friend said to me that he intend-
ed to get up such a movement. Now, Mod-
erator, mark the result. Within a very few
days that petition was signed by 600 names
which had been sent in to my hon. fiiend, and
among them you will find the Duchess of
Sutherland, who ias the patronage of four-
teen parishes; the Duke of Sutherland, who
has also the patronage of a number of par-
ishes; the Earl of Selkirk. Lord Polworth,
Lord Seafield, and G. Grant Suttie, Esq., rul-
inig elders; and many others whose names


