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An interesting case in the law of contempt of court is that 4f
McL eod v. St. A iibyn, 48 W.R. 17 3, nloted anilte P. 5 8. The appel-
lant, who practiced his profession as a barrister in St. Vincent, had
recek'ed by mail some copies of a certain newspaper published iii
Grenada containing a defarnator-y article againist the Acting Chief
justice of the Supreme Court of St. Vincent, the respondent.
Without any knowledge of the contents of the newspaper, lie
handed one of the copies lie had receiveci to his friend the cus-
todian of the public library of St. Vincent, to be returned to him
on the following morning. Somne days thereaftcr he was served
with an order nisi to shev cause %vhy hie should flot be committed
for contempt of court in publishing the said P.rticle. Although hie
filed an affdavit to the effrect that hie lhad niot rcad the said article
nor was; aware of its contents at the time of the allc.ged publication
by him, hie was c.ommitted to prison for fourteen days by the re-
spondent. On appeal fromi the order for comrnitment, the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Counicil held that there wvas no obligation
on the appellant to make himself acquainted with the contents of
the newvspaper, and should scandalous matter refiecting on the
court thus become known, the circumstances were flot in them-
selves sufficient to justify a coinmittal for contempt of court. In
the course of th judgment Lord Morris said that " committals for
contempt of court by sc.Indalizing the court itself have become
obsolete in this country."

* * * The late R. D, Blackmore was one of that bright galaxy
of English wvriters in the presenit century who, being bred to the
Bar, early forsook what Macklin le pleased to term the " hocus-
pocus science "for th-- more congenial profession of letters. Mr.
Blackmore, after takirig a B.A. degree at Exeter College, Oxford,
studied law and was3 called to the Bar of the Middle Temple in
1852. Two years afterwards he made his début as a litterateur
wîth a volume of verse ; but it was not until 1864 that hie tried his
hand at fiction, producing in that year ', Clara Vaughan," and two
years later " Cradlock Nowell." In 1869 he won immortality by
bis meister-stück " Lorna Doone,» which is one of the best novels
ever viritten.
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