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THANKSGIVING ANN.

SN tlie Icitchen doorway, underneath its arcli of

the old warnan sat, tired aiid warrn, vigar-
ously fanning lier face Nvitli lier calice i pran. It
ivas a dark face, surînounted by a turban, and
weariug, just nowv, a look of trou bled thoughitful-
ness not quite ini accorciance with lier name-a
narne oddiy a quired from au aid clîurch antliem
that slue used te sing somewhat on this wise-

IITlianksgivin' au'-

"Johnny, don't play dlar in de water, chUle

"Tlianksgiiin' an'-

"libn away new, Susie, dearie 1

IlThanksgivin' an'-

"Take cure o' dat bressed baby 1 Ilere's some
ginger-bread for Iiirn.

" Thaniksgivin' an' de voice o' melady."

You laugh : But leoking a! 1er ail these littie
thing was lier work, lier duty; and shie spent
the Itrvas in singing praise. Doe many of -as
make better use of aur spare moments?

Se the chîidren calied lier "Tlianksgiving Ann";
bier other namnewas forgotten, and Thanksgiving
Anu she would bc new to the end o! her days.
How many these days had aiready heen, no oe
knaew. Stie had lived with Mr. and Mrs. Ailyn
for years, whether as niistress or servant et thie
est.ablishment tliey could scarcely tel; they only
knewitdîewilsiuvaiuabie. She had taken agran-
motherly guardianship ef ail tue ciidrcn and
had'a voice ini nast matters that cencerned the
father and mother, whuile in the culinary depart-
ment she reigîîed supreme.

The usual early breakfast was over. She had
bestowed unusual care upon it, because an agent
o! the Bible Society, visiting seme of the country
places for contributions, was topartake of itwitlî
themn. But whie she was busy with a fiue batch
of delicate wafies, the gentleman had pleaded an
appointment and, taking hasty ieav'e of his hemt
and hestess, had departed unobservcd frorn the
kitchen window; anid Thanksgiving Ann's
"Bible money " was stili in lier poeket.
"*Didn't ask nie, nor give me ne chazffe. Just

'a if, 'cause a pussen's old an' colored, dey didn't
owe de Ldord nuffin; an' wouldn't pay it if dey
did," she murmured, when the state ef the case
became known.

However, Silas, the Iong-limbed, untiring, and
shrewd, whe regarded the old wornan with a
curieus mixture of patronage and veneration,
had volunteered te run after the vanished euest,
and " catch hlm if he -%vas an ywhere this side a!
Chainy." And even while Tlianksgiving st in
the doorway, the niessenger returned, appar-
ently unwearied Iu bis chase.

."Wa-il, 1 came up with him-told ye 1 wauid
give him, the three dollars. Ho seemed kind of
flustered te have rnissed such a nugget; and he
said 'twas a ginerous jonation-equal te your
master's ; which proves," said Sulas, shutting oe
eve, and appearin g te survey the subject; niedita-
tively witli tlie ether, "that some !elks eau do as
mueh good just off-hand as somne other folks can
,with ine end et pinchin' an' screwin' before-
hand."

* Think it proves dat folks dat dan't have no
greL amounit can do as muchi ini a good cause by
Uiîîi. lu' bout it a littie aforeliand, a,; other follc,%
wiii dat lias more, andlC puts der bauds iu do'r
pocketsw~ileii de tiîuc corties. I believein svsic-
nmatics 'bout sur-l th il, I does ;" alid withi an
energetic bob u! lier hcad(1, by way of eniphasis,
aid 'iiauksgiviîîg waiked juita the house.

IlTixanksgii'in' an' de voice o' melady,

she began in lier high, weird vaice; but the
words dicd on lier lips-her lieart, ias, too bur-
dencd to sing.

" Only three dollars out'n ail lier 'bundance!"
slue murmured to lierseif. " Well, mebby I
ouglitn't te jedgc ; but then I dont jedge, I
knowcs. Course î knowvs wlien I'se here ail de
tinie, and sees de goad clo'es, an' de earr'aga, an'
de musics, an' de fline times-folks, an'hlosses, an'
t ibles ail provided for. an' de L.ord of glory le!'te,
take what liappen wlien de tine cornes, an' ne
prep'ration at ail i Sure 'nougli, Ho do't; nced
der lielp. Allde world islIlis; an' lie send cio'es
to Ilis naked, aiu' bread to lus hungry, an' Bibles
to 1-lis heathen, if dey dou't give a cent; but den
dey're pinchin' an' starvin' der own dear seuls.
wii- taiutm-iy soul 1 but 1 loves 'ern' an' dey're
ruissin' a great*blessîn'."

These friends, se heloved, paid littie attention
to the oid woman's opinion upon what she called
"6systen-ities in givin'.>'

"The idea of counting up one's incarne, and
setting aside a fixed porion of it for charity, and
tiien calliug oniy wlîat rernained one's own,
inakes our r.igion seemn arbitrary and exacting,
i t is li ke a t ax," said Mrs. Allyn, one day ; " and
I think such a vicw of it.ought by ail means3 te
be avoided. 1 like to give, freely and giadly of
wliat 1 have î-'hen the tîrne cornes."

"4If yer liaint, giv'n se freely an' gladly for Miss
Susie's new neekiaces an' yer own new dress~es
dat ye don't have much %vlien de time cornes," iu-
terposed Thanksgiving Ann.I think one gives witli a more free and gener-
eus feeling in that way," pursued the lady, witli.
out seerning te leed the interruption. 'Mouey
laid aside beforehand has only a sense o! duty
and flot mueh feeling about it; begides, what dif.
ference can it make. se long as one does givé
wliat they eau when there is a call 1'

'Il wbuidn't like te ba provided for dat way,"
declared Thanksgiving. "lWas, once, when 1
ivas aslave, 'fore I was de Lord's free wornan.
Ye see, I -was a young no.'count gal, net worf
think in' much 'bout; so my oie massa ho le!' me
te take what happenied when de time corne. An'
sornetimesl1 happened to, get a dress, an' same-
ti -nes a pair o' oie shaes ; an' sornetimes I didn'b
liappen to get nuffin', eau den 1 went bar-foot;
an'dat'sjist de way-"l

"Why, Thanksgiving, that's net reverent Y"
exelaimued M.rs. Alyn, ehocked at the compari-
son.

"lJist what I thought, didn't treat me wid
ne kind e'reverence," answered Thanksgiving.

IlWeil, te go back te the original subjeet, ail
these things are niere mnatters of opinion. One
person likes one way best : and another person
another," said the lady eifingly, as she waiked
tramn the roorn.

l"Pears te me it's a matter of whleh, way de
Massa likes best," observed the old woman, set-
tling lier turban. But there wvas ne ene te hear
her co)mment, and afl'airs followed their accus-
tomned routine. Meanwhile, eut of lier own littie


