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»abbilti FhooI 19 REBUILDING THE WALL. B .44
Feb. 12. NqE1EMIAWS I3PRAYEH. 1. C. 445. Lesson, Nehi. 4: 9-21. Goldenî Tcxt Nehi 4:- 9.

Mernory vs. 11.21. Catechisni, 4. 48.
Lesson vs.cîia 8- 1 :1.Go.textin Qs. 47:. Nehiemiali ivas cup-beai-cr to the kinîg of Per-

Mernry s. -9.Catehisn. . ~ sia, who ivas the son a£ the king thiat married
Persia- About 30 yenrs before the date of this Es.tiier some 31> yeatr.sbeforc.. If the king drank

lesson, Esther liad become queen of Persi1a, -%ite wine the cup-bearer liad ta taste It flrst to show
,of Xerxes the Great, aîîd Ezra, a inan of 24 years, tlîat lie believed it flot to be poisoned. ilien lie
.and Neherniali, a lad, wvcre ait the time in liad to guard the enatrance ta the royal a part-
:Shuslîan. ments. 1-e could allowv others to enter or kCep

The books of Ezra, Nehemiali, and Esthier, are tim out as hie mighit chioose. lis position Nvas
the histoa-y of Israel both ini Persia and iii Pales- thus one of great trust aîîd influence. lie was
tine, the cenitury after tic captivity. First conie 1 nearer tue kingl, than any otiier office:.
,chapters 1 ta 6 of Ezra, writ.ten by him, but Thuis lesson s iows tlîe dificulties of rebullding
Tecording events pre'-ious ta bis birth. ilien the wall and how these were met.
-between chaps. 6 and 7 is a gap of 57 years, of I. Prayer and wNateliing vs. 9-12. These must
which the book of Esthier is the only grlimpse g#) togetiier. Pray as if aN epended uipon. God -
-wve have of the condition of the Jews %yho hiad Nvatch as if ail dcpendod upon self. Judali saÎà
not corne baclc to Jerusaleun. Then corne the --The Jews who had beon living outside tic City;
last chapters of Ezra, while Nehemiah continues among the heatlien, aîîd were flot very zealous.
the story for about 1-1 years. J3ear-ers of burdens-The niethod of reinoving

The prophecles of 1-aggai, Zeehariah, and riibbîsli instead of by wheelbarrow or euat, was,
Malachi, coveriiîg the Rame period as Uhc tlîree and is yet ini the East, by baskets. Adversaries
histories, show the moral and reiigious condition -These planned to fail upon thern unawa-es and
,of the people. slay theni. Jeu's-Wluo wvere living amoag the

As told in p revions lessons, Zereubabel at adversaries or heathen rounid about, and -wcre
the -and of tha 70 years captivity, 536 B3. C., and *not joinin gin the wvall building. These ivcre
by. the commnand of Cyrus, led back a baud of lia fri1dy and toldlthe builders they liad beL.
exiles to Jerusalem. Thcy settled in the land, ter stop or their eneunies would bu sure -to be up-
and laid the foundation of the temple. For 16 on theun.
yearsthe work, froun opposition, ceasecj entirely. II. Trusting and ircdchig, vs. 13-15. Sico-ds
Haggai axîd Zechariali, the prophets, Liien -Neliemiahi prepared for the worst and tlien en-

arousedl the people once more, tlie temple ivas couraged tiien La f ghlt: for thoir homes by the
finishted an eicated somu 20 years after it assurance that the Lord wvas with tlîem, vs. 15.
had been begua. Rieturned-The enemy found that they could imot

57 years pass, the first enthusiasai lias died steal a march upon the builders and gave up tlîe
out. Ezra 4518 B. C., leads up anotlier band of attemipt. The latter returîîcd to tîeïr wvorks.
the maay Jews, wlmo, as we learn from the book 111. Trusting andutatching, vs. 16-21. IIalj
of Esther, still reunained in thie land. -Hie would flot; let the ivork cease nor would lie

13 years more corne and go, and a young Jew, run the risk of surprqe, so half wrought amid hall
Nehemiah, an oflicur in tue Pursian Court i carias stood guard., v. 17, Laded-Every one that bare
their sad state. It lies a burden ou i s liuart, burdens ladd theniselves, and ail, both buildurs
and hie carnies bis burdua La the Lord in the and burden-bearers, liad wveapons by their side
prayer of the lesson. -ready to figh bat a mioments' notice. v. 20, T7rum.t

1. Thte sal st aie of Jeusalern vs. 1-4. Ne/te- pet-To summon ail ta fight, and so, armed,
ntia/t-a..Jew, tlîe kigscupbearer, vs. 11, flot a %vatching, ready, tlîey rebuilded the wall, soine
menial, a hi gh and trusted oflicur. Shtusha?î- four mniles, in leîîgth ln 52 days.
the scene of Esflîer's story some 30 y ars before. What a complete pioce of organzatomi and
Reproach-The tribus ia Uic lan d -vere thîcir 1 work, showiag whîat one man ofcanergy and wis-
enemies, be ause flot allowed a part, iii the temple dom can do, espocially wihn God is %vith him.
building, and later becaube Ezra had made tie Four thiiigs are prarniaemt in Nelmemiah. <1)
Jews "ive up theiri lekthenw~ives. .Fasted-lik-e His szilin themanagemnent ofincxi. lie divides
Daniet9:3; Estb.xr 4 :16; Ezra 10:6. tlîem into familles and sets earlh mnan ta build

II. Confession of Israel's .sin vs. 5- Î. Terrible aven against his own hanse, thus nia Mng the
-ta His enemies. What aNve and reveremce! nost o f their family interests and ambitionîs, and
Coenont-God kecps luIs agreements. jj<1t, iraking thein feel that the %vork -%vas thieir owa.
and Nifitt-Pratycr without ceasing. Confes- (2) 1-is powver over men; lie infuses iuta thein
ltwas tsrael's sin that lad brought upon them luis own spirit. (3) His determination in carry.
aIl this trouble. ing on thie -work ia scTe of aIl obstatles. (4) lis

III. Pleading GocVs Promi .ses Vs. 3-iI--God iMplicirt trust la Gloch
loves ta be reminded, of I-Iis promises. It showvs 1. We have a wvall building in our individual
faiLli in Minm. 7'ransçress-ihey lad dorie ;o lives, in aur homes, in aur communities and
aud fIe lad fulfilled his -%ord. Tui-?L-gctther- chînrches.
Let that promise also corne truc. God lias more 2. Along mîamy hunes of individual Christian
delight; la fulfllling Hie-promises than lis life, home life, church life, the walls are sadly
threats. Prosper-a defluîite prayer. Af t.er j brokea down.
long thought hie had decided ta ask tIe king ta 13. LIow muel one earnest, wvIale-hearted, Gad-
let huai go ta Jerusalemi and lielp. What a fearnimg, coasecrated rana may accompisli iii
prayer, s0 full af faith la thc promises? building up Zion's ivalîs la a congregation or

comununity.I. The ills of the dhurcI grieve truc hearts. 4. The enemies of God and truth are ever
2. When ilis corne, pnay. active, seeking ta discredit Christianity and thc
3. Pray ia a spirit of peaiteace. Church and Christians.
4. Pray for a defluite thmug. 5. Watdh and pray must be the motta of every
5. Plead the promises, keep them ever in 6. Our wall building can't; be donc in 52 days.

nliiud ta strengtlmua faith. IL is a, life-long 'vork.


