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uf being spun, and lia-, also, sever-al objectionable features bes.ides which
interfere somewhat seriously wvith its universal application.

Steatite or soapsioflC is Fi excellent resistant of becat, and as
-an ingredient in fire-proof paint is 1)robably quite as valuable, as
asbestus, 'hile as liings for stoves, furuaces. etc., it has long enjoyed
-a well desýerved reputation. It also enters into competition with
asbestus as a loader or 611cer of paper stock, and for several other
purposes to whichi the ]owest grades of the asbestus waste 'vere
forinerly applied, but its special use at the present day would appear to
be the manufacture of -a non-corrosive aud fire-proof paint.

As non-conductors of lieat and sound several other preparations
lhave been invented, a-nong which nîay be ncntioned wood-pulp and
terra-cou'i. luin ber, the latter being principally a mixture of dlay and
sawdust. miade into bricks like ordinary dlay. This mixture possesses
great Iightness, Psp)et;-ly fitting it for interior work, sucli as dividing
-walls in buildings, heing both lire and sotund proof, but ean scarcely be
-aid te be a rival or competitor of asbestus in nany respects.

iaving thus briefly reviewed the sever-al asbestiforin aud other
non-conducting substances, -%ve can now proceed te the cousideration of
-tle asbestus or chrysotile deposits; as they occur in Canada, and more
.1)ar1tictilzrl.y in the province of Quebec, since it is in this province that
the niost important developmients in this mineral have taken place.

The workable asbestuts of Quebec is, ini so far as at present known,
-confiined te the serpentine areas of the mount-ainous beit whieli extends
-throigh the Eastern Townships f rom the boundary of Vermont te the
extremity of Gaspé peninsula, with the exception cf certain peculiar
<leposits which are found in connection with the serpentinous limestones
-of Temnpleton and the G-atineau -valley ini the Laurentian roclas north of
,the Ottawa. Concerning these latter deposits sutficient developnient
work bas not, yet been done te determine definitely their econoini
,value, but; the qnality ot fibre obtained from some cf the asbestus veins
-of this district is remarkable for its puritv or freedom frein foreigu
sub>stances. The serpentines of the Townships form a series of discon-
nteted massmes, gcner-ally of sînali extent, surrounded by igneous rock,
principallv dioritie, but occasionally rising through great outcrops of
siates or scliists. At times these serpentinous niasses assume snicb pro-


