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FERN HUNTING IN ONTARIO.

Bv FtAticis J. A. MORRiis,
(Trinity College &chool, PÔrt Hope, Ont.) -

A 11ke-long lover of flowers and feras, 1 had beceten years
in Canada, roaming the country aide for flowering plants b;efore
I ventured to tackie the feras. The fact is 1 greatly over-
esimatedl the difficulties of identification in these niou beautiful
Of foliage plants. It vas only because I had aimost eahausted
the lis of "'flnds" in Ontario floyers that 1 made up my mimd
to add the pteridophytes tom=y amateur botanist's list.

The beginning was made in Gret Britain five years ago
during abotany trip inNorth Wales and the Lake District. I
was agreeably surprised to flnd identification comparatively easy.
The A B C of the art, as 1 reiember. vas close and frequent
scrutiny of the back of every fera I found. This in ~July meant

mnpcugthe son or clusters of spore cases and noticing whether
they vere covered by an indusium or not; and if so whether this
was circular or oblong. By that means I soon grew faxailiar with
the tva krinds most rich ia species in northera latitudes, the
Aspidia or Sbield Feras (vith circular indusium), and the
.Aspienia or Spleenworts (vith oblong indusiuxa). Tvo of the

commoneat f British aire the MiaIe Fera (Aspidum FiLiz-suas)
anmd the Lady Fera (AspLmeim Fili-feinus); the first of the
is not conimon in Ontauio, iadeed only doubtfully native to the
province, having been found at Royatone Park near Oweni
Sound; but nme other peesof Aspidium are common, to, both

conree.g., A. spù oum, A. crirtm, and A. TSI
Among the Spleenvorts are many spces of interest i la
though perha-mps not more in nur or interst tha tho@e 0f
North Ameaca. The resuit 0f a mail enjoyable 6 weeks' fera-
huntlng vas familiarity vlth 13 species belonging to 7 genera.
This vas ia 1905, and on a second visit ta England 3 yerslater,
sitar 2 seasons' collecting ia Ontario, I got twice as many in the
sane time and over the sanie grond The fact la, --pnec to
a collector conu for more than snydming cIse. The three ----I found niait usefu to knov, by vay of nucleus about wghhta


