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NOTES ON THE NESTING HABITS 0F THE BROWN
CREEPER AND HUDSONIAN CHICKADEE.

By L. McL. Toamua, MommoeaL
la au article on the Brown Creeper someone bas observedl

<bat iuis bird searchedl for its food as if it had los theb one tbing
necesay to, life, aad ignered tbe onlooker coir iletely in its
endeavours to land it. Neveitheles, 1 bad occasion on july K4tb

of <bis year,, to land a bird star<isd out of its monctonous occupa-
dion. WbUls walkiug <brougl a pisce of hardwood, intersperedJ
witb smail clampa of evergreens, quud b0d4,ing on a large cedarswauap, 1 bsan a bird uttering Vpespa of alarm, and, où. looking
for dhe cause, saw a Brown Creeper in a very nervous state,
ffittag front tise <o trse witbout <binkiag of its usual occupation.
Tbhdnig <bers wa a amst 1 s<ar<ed towards a likely-lookéing
babza. stub, ad, on strliag due tise tber, wa a great commno-
tion at its base, wbersupoa imveral young crsepers fluttered away
in diEsrsat directions, Tbis was evidently their debut front the
msot aad iastiactivelly <bey dev <o tho asarsa trees a"d ascendang
spiaiy, pickiag tiie tise at intervals with weak littie pscks, con.-
uasncsd <beir bt&"oa lite ssarch.

To returato thseset, 1 fouad <bat 1 bad brokeLoffa large
PiSo of bark about <vo et froua the base of due stub, <bus dis-
dociag tb. nont vbicb vas fateaed <o <he Ions bark vith
thu9sds of spiders' .1k. 1< was a "er deep structure tbough

iscsusaily uaucb liatsned (as tbe hmrk vas only about tbrse
inchos froua the trunk at its wides<) in tlhe shape of au elouugated
ons-sided wedg.. Et vas couapossd of dead licbsn-coversd <wigs
of ipruce, baisa. aad tamarac, <browa <ogethor in a very boss
mass witb a liaiag cd sbrsds of tlie inner barkt of balsa.. Its
out"id dsptl uuuasurd eigb< indues, <ha dianuster parallel vith
the <ruak lyse, aad <ha otbsr dianueter <vo a"d one-bail The.
bark and <ruuk foruad <ha boundaries of <ha nmu cavity,, wbicb
was psrfscty fiat. The nma aise con<aia.d one infertle egg,
awu a radier elougatsd, of a sbiing creauay white sligbtly
iscked on <ha larpir end vi<b r.ddis b l colour.

1 couca<d six yooag birds wbicb, witb the infertile egg. made
- originally containsi idi the non.


