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beforo the invasion of Siho. i, recorded in ancient Hebreiv poetry cf the days
of Moses, as 'are lear» froim Nuibers x-ç.i. 27-30 ; and the Moabites seem te
have rernained undisturbed and prosperous until the days of Isaiali. Hezice
is explained, what lias always hitherto occasionedl not a littie perplexity to
biblical soholars, the power, wealth, lindl prosperity which thisMesha, Isaiah,
in his fifteenth and sixtoentli ohapters, declared 'lthe burden of Moab."

Thoso few rernarkis may serve to illustrate the vast importance of this
ancient lapida-y monument in reference to histury. Scarcely less valuable
is it iu othier particulars. It is the oniy original document of times earlier
than the Maccabees, whichl is extant lu the ancient flebrew ; for the language
of Moab, as written by Meshia, presents but sliglit, thuugli granimatically
interosting, variations froin the Biblical Bebrev. It is eider than two-
thirds of the Old Testament, and lias corne doivn to us wvitlîout mnodification
frocm transcribers and redactors, which cannot be said of any part of the Old
Testament. It is by far the most ancient inscription as yet discovered in
letters of this kind, and throws inuch. new ligflit uponl the early Iiistory and
palooaplîy cf the IPloeiiian and the Greek alphabets. But we mnust refer
oui- readers te Dr. Ginsbury's wiork itself for able and copious statements
and illustrations cf the miany-sided importance cf this iscoverY. ai has
taken great pains se te write and explain as te enable the novice in these
studies te understand and appreciato the deeply interesting and very im-.
portant iinatter here brouglit before Iii. The book, by ne mneans a large
ene, contains a fac.simile of the Stone ; a reproduction cf the inscription iu
the square Hebrew cIîaracter ; a translation iii Englishi ; essays ulpon the dis-
covery cf the Stonie, the presont ntate cf its text, the relation of its inscrip-
tion te the narrative cf the Bible, anci on its importance and literature ; a
very careful and elaborate conimentary on its every word ; and the varions
translations i» Germia», Frenchi and Englishi, twelve i» nmnber, exhibited lu

.tabulai- foin; and, Iinally, a complote vocabulai-y, in which are rarked al
the 'ivords and forims cf words poculiar te the Stono. Nor must wve forget to
add, that a very gcod map cf the transjordaiiic country is prefixed te the
vouime,-zt inap w'hich exhibits the results of the miost recent investigation,
and -ives inueli aid in understandiii; the statemients cf tlîis ancien.5t chronlicle.

It will be, of course, famniliar to our readers that the Stone wvas broken by
the Bedouins iu Novemnbor, 1869. Thz endeavours iinaýe by the cînulous
Consuls at Jerusalim te gain this pâ.,cious relie for thoir several States
arensed the attention cf the Mahiornetan authoritic : the Governor cf
Nablous mnade an attempt te possr-ss hiiseif cf this treasure, for ichel rival
Franks were biddiug so higli ; and the Bodouins, dreading the total loss cf
that whichi thoy liad leai-ned te prize through tho eagerness of others te get it,j
broke the Stone and distributed the bits anongyst their diffiurent familles.

The M.-oa-bito Stone was origillally nearly four feet higli, two feet inbreadth,
jand rather more thaxi fourtien inches in thickuness. It is hiewn eut cf
the black basait cf the cour.eLy, eut cf whic]x,' perhaps, the famnous bedsteadt
cf Og, was censtructed ; a stone -%ich centains a large proportiun of iron, and
is, indeed, cailed ire»i by the natives. The inscription nlow in part lest had
endured aliacat uninjured for twenty-five centuries. As the top and bottom
of thie Stone were rounded alnost te a sernicircle, the number cf bUnes, and

Iapprcximately that cio t'le lettors can bc ascertained fi-oui the twvo large frag-
monts wh.chel still romnain, and which comprise more than liaif the entire sur-
face, inoludingy .'uch cf the upper and sone cf the lower nai-gin. Dr. Gins-
bury estimiates that thora must have been about doyven hîundred letters in the

ithirty-four linos cf which tho in%.riptioin consists, of which six hundred and
sixty-ini lia-% e bedn recovered. An impression, iunfortiuný,tely oniy a hasty

Iaud imnperfeot one, w-as taken cf tho Stone before its destruction ; and two or
Ithi-ce indopendent 1' queezes~ c f tho othier two large fragments have bec»
Itaken, whilst a numbor cf uxmaller portions, the inost important cf them coni-

taining thiirty-eigit lottors, aire atlso exta-nt. qii-m'cientiiiaterial exists, it will
be observod, for ascertaining- inuch of the text, and foi- restoring with, toler-


