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\\oinai, là-id lier apothecosis abhauî die Tlîirtecnth Cenitury. The
IeaSon of t his is to be fouind in the w'ords of' a poet of dit tiflic, ''It

inus! lie accreclited to ail wvomL*n thai. the Mother of Cod was a
%% onman.' \V:îc ra.se in estecti according as dev'otion to Ouir Lady
int're;Ise(, l'r the ardenit clevotion anid veneration tliat was feit for
lier natiraiI% extended to ilhe of ni vlicli shle was tiie perfect type
aund xiplr

Soc<iail pli;î>0lies ilaC ril ponderou.- and Iearîied articles
abdolt tus' 1emali1cipattun andi eic'% atioii of %voYlIIi, but he 1>lilcsop)ly
of 't aIl is suîiied Upl Ili tliisc( iew words, the of hiGor i(d wzs a1
wantiln.

Suîîînîariz'inîg iii a iew '% ards the chief itunis oi the worlcl's poli-
lical and social inheritance froni the Thirteenth Century, we have
an araiidStatr p)rcser% ing die spirit of feudhalism, the Great Mid-
die Gass and tli-- :issac*•atedl fact of taovn lite, papuilar representa-
tise( gsi».eruî:nent, and the cinancipation oi wonian.

It is a widcspreaid notion, buit a nation wc aire glad ta say, whIichi
is -raduallv melting awvay iii the sunfliglit af suientilie lîlstorical in-

qtf rv, tliat th~e tinie fronm the Fifth ta the Fiîteenth Century wvas one
Iong, drearv night oi fetid gloom, intellectual tarpor, aud sterile in-
action;- aîîd the first blush of the returuing day of enlighitennîcîît«a
!:een iii tlat revival ai classical literature af the Fifteenth Century,
the revis ai that is cornimanly linown as the Renaissance. Buit, as
Emersoni riniarks, the darknless af tiiose timies arises troim aur own
wvaut af information, not fromn tHe absence of intelligence tlhat dis-
tinguisled tlîem. It is only the miost suiperficial student of history
t1hat fiails ta, recogni. ini the Middle Age a per:oc of immense initel-
lectual1 activity.

The sa-callcdl Renaissance oi the Fiiteeuth Century, wvas, no
daubt, a period if unusual intellectual and artistic activity; but it
liad in il: thc seeds af moral, religiaus, and social anarchy. And
aifter ail, wvhat wvas it iii its most boasted features but a recrudescence
ai the decadent paganisai ai Greece and Rame?

The beneficient effects af the Renaissance af the Fifteenth Cen-
tury have, ta niy nind, been inagnifled and exaggerated beyond
reason. As 1 have said, it was a recrudescence af decadent: pagan-
ism marc than a revival of christian saciety. An error inta ivhich
lîistarians cammonly faîl is ta, attribute everything that may liappen
at an'y time ta wvhatcver mavement may then predominate; for ex-
amp 'ý, the marvellaus Italian painting af the Fifteenîha and Six-
teenth Centuries is attribt'ted ta, the Renaissance. In my opinion,
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