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CLIAITER IL-NELLI E'S CIIIRISTMIAS-BOX.
Next day shiie eletir and briglit titroughiit merry Ewgland. The youinger

portion of' the inhabitants of Loudon, going into eestacies over the keen frost
of' the iglit befl(,t-e, tliat enabled over-worked clerks and apprentices to cnjoy.
l'or once ini a season, tlic luxury of skating on flic smootiî surface of tlic Ser-
peutine. At au carly hour rnany parties could he seen emergi ng fromi the
viciniity of Hlyde Park and IKensinîgton, ail ardour and cntliusiaism, In expec-
teation of the coiining, sport. In the morning Nellie and lier guardian atteuded
divine survice, aller wlîichi they returned home in finie for luncheleonl, and to
awvait the arrivai of their guests, for Mr. Studiy. Arthntr':3 partiier, a gentie-
Mit imarly as old as Mr'. Burton, liad also beea invitcd. Miss Ashleighi had
just conupleted the necat dinner toîlet sie usuiily wore, a plain blaek silk dress
%villi lhteii eollar and cniffl, whien bier uxaid handed hier a small cnsket, of ex-
quisite workzinatîship, Nvitli a niote in lier guardian's haniid-writing. She hast-
ily broke thc eal and took ont of the euvelope a smal goldeni key, and slip
of' paper, thie writing on the paper ran as follows: "Ielosed is tlle kcy of the
veasýket, whicli couitains a portion ot' your ii-othler's jewel.-, bier wedding, pres-'
eut. Your t-.tiur desired tlîey siîould be given to you on your uineteenth
birthday, and tis voit attajît that age, to-day, oblige inc by wcaringr tliem."
lier ntext acf was Io open tce jewel Pase, cager-not f0 po5sses the geins it
cont,-ained--but to touceli tîtose whvlîi once had been worîî by lier iotiter ; tlie
motiier ivhom slie lîad ie(,ver known save by the sweet mueînory tliia ever
ciings round Iost-lovc(l ones.

IReverently site took ontt, one by one, the magniticent set of' diaîîîcnds and
laid thein on the toilet table, theti ilisirnssing lier maid, she kneeled down ini
fr-ont of' themi and kissed caehi little stone passionateiy, weepiiug bitterly ail
tue wîhile, froin bier loneliness ou titis Chriskmas dlay, wvlien s0 many girls of
beri owNv agre woil(l be surrounded by at pleasant home cirele of' kind parents
and loving brothers and sisters, aîid she lîad only this silent remembrance of a
parenf's love.

Pres,_îîty site grew calimet, tliing-i) it miglît be wrong to, in<Iuige in a grief
that seeied ta niturmuîr agrainst God's hoiy w-ill, fiat; liad called bier parents
to IiîiseW. r1lien site tiiouglit, of Arthur, iîow very Uearly hoe loved lier, and
1'cîneînibering this. grew calmaer stili, tiil at htst sie bowved lier liead and prayed
thiat Gxod îvoîîd conifort and guard those that wvere even more lonely tian site,

-who hiad to foul in poverty for tlic bread tlîey would cat to-day. IRising,
shie fastcnied a diamoud of iiîncomnnion sîze and lustre, to wvhicli wvas 1attaclîe'd

a iue gYold eliaini. in lier short cuirly hair ; thin, loosenîng tlic brooch. tîtat
pinned lier collar, site replaeed it by tue one that hiad biaen lier înother's, and
puttîig tie, uekiace, bracelet, &c., baek iîito the casket., turned the kecy , ad
zlowy left the, roon'. She wvas descending the broad oak staircase, wlten aL
-enftlexuan. ii the, hall, biisily divcstiug hîmiself of his overcoat and gloves,
eauglit lier attention.

"A merry Christ mas ïNr. Knuiglîtbridge,"' sie cailed ouf gaily, for before
Arthtur site must try and be elieertùl, Ila mnerry Chîristmas. lias your Uncle

T'Fli saine te you Nellie," rcplied flic yonng- mant, taking bier lîand, "lYent
look elîarniing to-day, petite," lie nînrmuiiired, lookiug into the cyees wliich blis
presence liad caiused to shine more bî'ightly, aud entirely igzîôring tlic Question
concerniug, lus Uncle.

"0O yoîî naughty boy, yoti know tîtat com-plimients ar--."
"CJust in season, and vcry pleasant wbcnl thîey speak flie trut.h."


