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THE Jntersvr joins the New York Ewvangeltst in ask-
ing that the next meeting of the Presbytenan Councit,
after that of ncxt June, take place in  T'oronto.
Our Chicago friend very cordially seconds the
Evangelist's motion, reproduced on another page.
It was hardly THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN that
offered reception and entertainment. The offer was
made by the Presbyterians of Toronto. \We meresy
put the motion to the difierent imembers of the great
Presbytentan famuly throughout Amernica.  Now that
the mouon has been duiy seconded by such an in-
fluential member of the family as the /uterior, we
think we may soon declare 1t “carned.” The oniy
place from which a fogmydable amendment is likely to
come is Montreal. Montreal Presbyterians have a
surplus amount of energy, which, «f faurly set avong,
might seriously damage the chances of Toronto.
Meantime, let everybody assume that the Council will
meet in Canada, and the claims of Toronto and Mont
real can be adjusted in London next June.

IF some polhitical papers in Ontario that we could
name should publish a paragraph hke the following,
they would be nstantly accused of being *in league
with Rome”: v

The Province ought to congratulate itseli in having at its

head in Mr. Merciee one who is not only a consummate
puliticiao—which, indeed, is not much of a utle to aumita-
tion—but who 1s also a patitot who desires that his rule
shouid be matked by measures that wiil amenuraie the cun-
dition of th~ people.
This is from the staid old Montreal H%/ness, a jous-
nal that has devoted ali its strength and its whole
Iife time to fighting against Romish aggression. e
have always regarded Mr. Mercier as a * consummate
politician” of extraordinary dash and nerve, but we
never could get up as much enthusiasm for hun as the
venerable 4 e/ness seemns to have.  We hope Mr.
Mercier wili show that he desires the good opinion of
the Wiatness by civing the Prutestants vt Quebed fui-
play. They want no more, and Mr. Meruier should
not ask them to take any less.

sve—

IT is greatly to be regretted that the vote on the
repeal of the Canada Temperance Act was brought
on at such an unfavourable tune. In the Northern
Count.es some of the roads are practically impassuble.
Most of the snow that was packed upon them by

* haif-a-dozcn storms, as high as the adjoiming fences,

is there still, and no kind of conveyance can go aver
it in safety. The town vote will be polled of course,
but the vote 1n many townships must of necessity be
light. This is a most unfortunate mstake, as every-
body wanis to know exactly what the people who
have tried the law for three years think about it. In
any country 1n which the voice of the people is law,
every facility should be given them for makmyg their
voice heard. It is quite easy to sit 1n an ofrice 1n To
ronto or Ottawa and say “the pcople should do this,or
that, or the other.” If the men who talk ghbly in
that way had to take a trip over some of the roads 1n
the northern parts of Bruce, or Simcoe, or Reafrew
this week they would know a good deal more about
the difficulty of supporting the Scott Act than some
of them do at present.

MEDITATION on the following powerful and pa-
thetic passage from one of Bushnell’s sermons - might

’

T

do some ministers more good than bringing their
troubles before the Presbytery: * Expect then to
have your part with Jesuc in Gethsemane. Come in
freely hither, tarry ye here and watch, Qut of His
agony learn how to bear an enemy , what to do for
your enemy and God's.  If your intercessions some-
times turn to groans, if you somctines wonder that,
being a Christian, you are yet so heavily, painfully
burdened, almnst crushed with concern for such as
you are trying to save, let your comfort hie that so you
drink ndeed your Master’s cun.  If your love is re-
pelled with scorn and your good work baflled and
your heart grows heavy under sorrow and discouraye-
ment- ready to s % under ats load- -come hither and
pray with Jesus in tlis sweat of blood.  * Let this
cup pass from Me. I wickedness grows hot n
mnahee round you, if conspiracy and sviolence array
themselves agamst you, go apart into this Gethseman€
of your Lord's troubles, and be sure that some good
angel shall be seat to strengthen you ; is not Chnsts
hearnt wninging for you more itterly than yours for it-
self 2—tarry ye here and watch.

WHATEVER may be the ultimate result of the great
deoate an Keciprocity it should have one good unme
diate effect it should teach Canadians to seta higher
e«timate on the abilty of our leading public men.
Theic were ten or a dozen speeches de'wered duning
th.s uebate that compare quie favourably with the best
effurts of recent years in the Amencan Congress or the
Bsitish House of Commons. QOf course we have no
Gladstune, but there 1s only one Gladstone in Eagland.
There 1s a class of people 1n Canada who think all Eay
Lish members of Parliament are Gladstones,al Enghsh
preachers Spurgeons, al Scotch preachers Guihries,
and all Insh miristers Coukes. These good souls
never spent an evemwng in the Impenial House of
Commons when the average member was haviag his
“1nnings,” nor did they ever worsiip in many of the
churches of the dear old Jand. Had they ever Jone
cither one or the other they would be less inclined 10
overrate cverythung acruss the water and belittle
everything and everybody in Canada. There arc
some very able men in the Dominion Parliament
even when wr. Blake and Sir Charles Tupper are not
in their places. There was a vast amount of useful
information as well as many good specimens of robust
reasoning in some ol the late specches. No young
Canadian could read them caretuily without mentai
improvement.

As we go to press the electors of seven counties are
prepanng to o to the polis to vote for or against the
repeal of the Canada Temperance Act.  1tas impos
sibic to predict the sesult. The new Franchise, the
“stii-hunt ” of the aau Scoit men, and the bad
roads, are all factors that tend to make 1t more than
usuaily difficalt even to guess at the state of the poll
when it doses.  Years ayu when the Scott Act wave
was passing over Ontariv THE CANADA PREsSBY-
1EKIAN saud that one thing was proved beyond ail
wanner of doubt.  That onc thing was that a large
mayunity of the p2ople of this Province wished to re-
strict the hguor uaffic within narrow himits, and that
many — perhaps a majority —wished to abolish it 2ho-
gether.  \We hold the same opinion still, and we shall
continue to hold it 1t the Scott Act is repealed
in the seven counties that are voting upon it this
week, Repeal would simply mean that a ceriain
number of the fricnds of the Act are disappointed
with the manner 1n which it worked. Merely that,
and nothing more. The people who voted for the
Act three years ago are not any more friendly to the
hiquor traffic than they were. Some of them, however,
may have, at least for the time being, lost confidence in
the Scott Act, and may stay at home nstead of going
to the polls. A few may vote agawast it who voted
for 1t three years ago. Disappointment with the
working of the Scott Act does not necessarily mean
friendhiness to the hiqaor traffic. Peroaps those who

‘ate disappointed with the Act expected too much.

PRESBYTFRIAN CULLEGE, MONIREAL.

THE Presbyterian College, Montreal, 1s an institution
that holds its own. Not only so, but it is making
vigorous advances year by year. It is managed with
prudence and encrgy, acd possesses a staff of instruc-
tors that shed lustre on the denomination, a large part
of whose ministry it most efficiently equips for the
work (o which its students devote theinselves.

Its.

e

annual convocation, held the other week, marks 35
important point in its progress. Tiwelve young meg
graduated this scssion, the largest number in iy
history., In his address on the occasian, Principal
Mac Vicar stated that all, with one exception, wern
university graduates, a fact which shows that not on}y
mapy in the Presbyterian Church are desirous of see.
ing a thoraughle educated ministry, but that thoughifs
and earnest students are themselves convinced thy
advantage ought to be taken of all opportunities fy
a complete mental training. In this conneerne
the learned Principal also referred to the fac
systematic effurts were Leing made to elevate 1pe
xeneral standard of scholarship, and that the requue.
inents for the degree of Bachelor of Divinity had bees
raised , and with good reason, he added that (b
sencral sentiment in the Church and the alumni ot
the college would heartily approve of the advance tha
had been imade.

An interesting part of the evening’s proceedings was
the confernng academic distinctions on the merton.
ous reciprents.  For the degree of B.D., the follow.n;
gentlemen were presented . Rev. N, Waddell, Russe
town, Quebec, Rev G. [. A. Thompson, B.A., M.
M. Maclennan, B.A., and Mr. A, S, Grant, B4
I'hose who had passed the fidst examination for the

same degree were . Rev. ]. Anderson, East Williams,

Ont , Mr. A. McWilliams, B.A. ; Mr. J. L. Hargrave,
B.A. . Mr, J.Co Martin, B.A., Mr. J. H. Higging,
B.A., and Mr. D. L. Dewar, B.A. The higher dis
tincuon of Doctor of Divinity was conferred on the
Res. G. E. Adckerman, | D, Ph.D., Buffalo, who un
derwent a satisi. * iy examination for the degres
The same degree, causae Aonorss, was also bestowed
on the Rev. James Watson, A.M. Huntingdos,
Qucbec ; the Rev. Robert H. Warden, Montreal,
and the Rev. James Roberison, Superintendent o
Missions in Manitoba and the North-West.  The
pastor of Huntingdoi is & man of singular modesty
and worth and of superior scholasly attainment, who
has spent many years 1n the same congregation in
the fanhful discharge of his pastoral duties, and hy
taken an active but unostentatious part in the general
work of the Church. Concerning Dr. Warden, there
will be general concurrence in the remarks made by
the Rev. james Barclay on presenting him for the
distinction, that he was a gentlemen of high integrity
and business capacity, and that his name was a house.
told word throughout the Dominion. Nor was the
third recipient of the honour less deserving. To by
unuring encrgy, tact and fidehty the prosperous co-
dution of Presbytenanism in Manitoba and the Nortb.
West 1s largely due. May these brethren long be
spared to wear the distinction their valuable services
have clearly merited !

Principal MacVicar referred to the needs of the
college, ncreased accommodation being urgently re.
quired. Addition to the teaching staff 1s becominga
necessity, and the unprovemznt of the library 15 als
a matter of sohicitude to those terested in the wek
tare of the institution.  Grateful acknowledgment was

expressed by the benefacuions that fnends of sacred M

iearning had bestowed. A bequest of $2,000 wis
made by the late Mr. john Drysdale, of Ottawa, ang
important gifis to the hbrary had been raceived. No
fewer than 230 volumes had been donated.  Of these
103, chicfly on missionary subjects, were presented by
Mr. James Croil, the esteemed editor of the Montay
Record. The conductors of the College Fournat gave
tiurteen volumes, and Mr. W, Drysdale, fifteen. The
most valuable donation to the hbrary is thus referred
to by a Montreal contemporary :

The rare and costly Polygiot Bible, to which Principal Mac-
Vicar alluded, was examined afterward with curious intesest
Ly many of those whu were present un that occaswn, h
cunststs o six fuliv volumes, cach of which bears ihe dsw

1657 ; and, although the donor has had the binding slight
iy retouched in one or two places since the arrival of e

work 1n Montreal the whole set 1s 1n most excellunt coz- °

dwwon. This Londun {or Walton's) Polyglot s not only
mose recent, but it is also far more valuable for refercnee
than either the Spanish, French or Beigian Polyglots by
which it was preceded. It contains the full text both of the
Old and New Testaments, the following languages bagg -
placed sde by side in parallel columns, wiz., Hebrer,
Greek, Latin, Syriac, Arabic and Edionic. The Rev,
Mr. Jordan has, morcover, increased greatly the valoe o
his gift by adding to it Cost=ll's Lexicon Heptaglotton, s
dictionary o the several different tongurs above cauamer
ated, and a unique work in its way. It is bouad, uniformly -
with the rest of the set, in heavy embussed leather. The
cullepe authorities cannot but feel indebted to the pastord©
Erskine Church for this tenewed proof of his interest 1a the ¢
welfare of this prusperous Presbytenan insutuuon, O .
sast yeat he preseanted to the same hbrary a handsomefs
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