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THR CAristian Leader states that the veneniblo
evangelist of Gissgow, Dr. Somerviile, has recolved a
pressing Invitatian from Loodonderry, sigaed by over
130 ministers and Iaymen connected with all denomi-
pations, asking him to conduct a series of evangelistic
mestings in that city, and promisiog him thelr hearty
co-operation in the work. He accepted the invitatlon,
and has commenced work, and has received an en.
couraging welcome,

Tue New York Evening FPost, suggests, as among
the possible remedies for Mormon polygamy, that tho
Government might resort ‘to its taxing power, and
Imposo & heaxy tax on wives when a man has mors
than one. This, the Poss thinks, would make the
Mormon polyzamlst “ gqueal,” and glve up the busl.
ness. ‘The Post un doubt perpetrates this as {ts littla
jokeon the Mormon question, Itis, however, nelther
more nor less seasible than the funtlc proposals of
soveral public men In the United States to compel
the extinction of polygamy by an armed force.

THE members of the combined city charities at
thelr last meeting have all but resolved on the estab-
Hshment of a labour burcau in the city of Toronto,
Various vlews were expressed as to how it should be
controlted, some suggesting its management by Gov.
erament, whils others thought local supervision would
be preferable. It Is also suggested that a femals de-
partment be added to the proposed labour exchange,
1t 1s hoped that both branches of this very necessary
instituticn will ba specdily established. That it should
have been only now propesed is scarcely creditabls to
the sagacity of our Toronto philanthropists, The ras-
calities perpetrated on immigrants and others seeking
employment last scasen were simply a disgrace to the
clty.

AT the zecent mecting of the Congregational Uaton
in London the ¢ New Theology ” has had an alring,
The discusslon was occasioned by the reading of a
paper on the abave subject by the Rev. Charles Ped-
ley, who is a believer in the evolutionary theory, and
an enthuglast in the cause of the new theology. The
debatabecame animated,and Mt, Pedleymspondedina
muaner pot uausual with new theologians that those
not prepared to accept thelr conclusion  bad not only
not studied the theology, but had not accustomed thelr
minds to exact thinking” Thoss disposed to accept
this descripticn should, before finally making up thelr
minds, take a peep inte. Holge's ¢ Systematic Theol-
ogy” Itmay betaken as a falr specimen of exact
thinking,

THE popular interest in “ Chiness Gordon " is so
great that Mr. Charles Allen’s peany pamphlet on
Gencml Gordon is in its 300th thousand. Mr, Hake's
“ Story of Chinese- Gordon” i3 in its ninth edition,
and ho has written a special supplement on Ganeral
Gordon in the Graghsc. Tho best blegraphy of Gor-
don in the market is the one written by ‘Dr, Birkbeck
Hill, Another strongly characteristic book, ** Colonel
Gordon in Ceatral Africa, 1874-79,° does not seem to
bave sold one edition. ‘This i3 the best book ia which
to get & glimpse of the petzona.l character of this brave
general azd gocd soldler, =s it is a seprint of his own
African leiters.  Meswrs, Maclure and Macdonald of
Glasgow hava a brief illustrated life of Gordon now in
the press,

‘THE tendency’in favonr of united Christian effort
is receiving a new illustration among Italian Protes-
tants. Thera Is a movementon foot for promoting the
unlon 2nd co-operation of the Itallan evangelical
churches. Arecent letter from Florénce costainsthe
following v ¢ Possibly, as suggeited-angd desired by
many, the two' Mochodist missions may unite befors
or after next adtumn, The Waldensian and Freo
Italian churches' may do tho same, 2nd-the verous
Daptist misslons may follow the- efample, Tharo

would then bo threo large denominations in confeders
atlon, united as regards the common enemy, while
concerving theleindividual inner ongolng, asat present,
Whether an incorporating unjon may afterwards ba
reached in one Italian Evangelical Chuick, it is pot
possibls to cay. Iam sure you will feri encouraged,
by tho above tidings, to continue in prayer for Italy.”

THE good town of Palsley now possectes ono of the
finest Prasbyterian church buildings in the west of
Scotland, Tho congregation of St. Jumes’ have
erected a zolendld edifice, Under the care of the
present pastor, Rev. James Brown, D.D,, the con-
gregation has prospered matesially and splritually, A
week or two since the new church was opened with
{mpressive services conducted on Satarday by Princi-
pal Calms. On the following day the preachers were
DrsiJ. Cameron Leas, St. Glles ; Walter C. Smith, Free
High Church, Edlaburgh ; and Dr. Brown, pastor of
the cosgregation. The cost of the building, exclusive
of several hatldsome gifts, was about $100,000.
The collection at ths opening services amounted
to the handsome sum of $24,000, Sir Peter Coatswas
the donor of a peal of bella, Between the first meet-
ing-houses of the Seceeders and the churches of their
descendants there Is an appreciable difference.

AT the annual meeting of the western association
of the Congregatlonal Unlon; the Salvation Army
came fa for lively criticlsm, It was generally con-
ceded that {n many places the army had succseded
in reclaiming many who had suok to the lowest depths
of degradation, So far it had donegood. Saveral of
the miristers who took part in the discussion were
emphatic in denuanciation of the methods pursued
and practices indulged in by the members ofthe army.
The chief objections urged were that it waz drawing
away the young peopls from the churches and Sabbath
schools, that the flippant and grotesque marner in
which sacred things were preseated at the meetings
was destructive of all reverent and right religious feel-
ing, that late and all-night meetings were inflicting
serious injury ov the minds of the young, and theten.
dency of thess things certalnly did not make for
righteousness. Beyond ths diccussion no action was
taken. The result of the debate was not formulated
in the shape of a resolution, but from the brlef report
In the dafly papers it may be inferred that the preval.
ent opicicn was sirongly opposed to the methods on
which the Salvation Army mainly relies,

LAsT week, while visiting the Colleglats Institute,
Ottawa, the Lord Lansdowne, replying to an address
presented to him, sald :—* You bave every reason to
be proud of the provision which has been made for the
education of the youth of the Province of Oatario,
Your school gystem appears to me to have thres
strong points. It covers, with almost entire complete.
ness, the whole of the ground which it isjnecessary to
cover, [taffords an education, which, owing to the
extremely reasonable terms wpon which it s given, is
accessible to all, and it has this great merit, that frem
the public schools, at the bottom, to the valvarsity, at
the top of tho scale, the path which Icads from ths
primary to the highast libaral education is continuous
and unintersupted. In that succession your Collegiatn
Institutes cccupy 8 most impostant position. They
oro the t.idge by which the gap which divides the
elementary schools from the collegas and aniversities
is spanned, and io that sospect they supply 2 want
which I am sorry to 32y, has been up te the present
tite bat partially and ineflectually met in the old
country.?

ABLE speeches on prohibition wers delivered in ths
Dominion Parliament by members of both pautieal
parties, Though nothing in 2 legislative way has
come of them,; they cannct be said to ba withont re.

‘sult. Thetone of the debate shows the prograss of

the temperance sentiment inthe public mind, Those

. members really oppased to protubition do mot come

out zquare sgainst it. There isnow an entire absence
of the attesspt to belitta the causdof temparanco, and

no disposition to rall &t ths “ fanatics * who advocate
it. That isleft behind. The plausible plea that the
use of less firey stimulants would leszen drunkenness
was duly aired, So also was the loss to the revenus,
Tho argument drawa from this cons!deraiion wasably
met by Mr. McCraney, member for Halton, who
showsd what is patent to all that the enormous ex.
peaditura caused by the crimes and poverty disectly
traceabls to intemperance would be largely reduced
by the adoption and enforcement of a prohibitory Iaw,
The resolutlons of Mr, Foster were choked off by an
sdrolt amendment, The division does not exactly
represent the temperance sentiment in the House,
Party considerations as usual had thetr effect, though
the party lines in ¢his instance were crozssd by several
members whosa temperance record is unimpeachable,
Oae thing Is now plain encugh that If the people of
Canada desire a prohibitory law they can have it {or
the asking,

IN connection with the temperance movement the
Dominion Alllance, presided over by the Hon. Alex.
Vidal, has issueq a circular stating thet at the recant
mcedng dt Ottawa it had been resolved to submit the
Scott Act simultaneously in 2 number of Ontarlo
counties. It alio states that this course wag declded
upon for the purpose of (1) Securing in every part of
tke Dominion the thorough discussion of the temper-
ance question that invariably proves a powerful means

‘of developing and stimulating public sentiment {a

favour of sorely needed reform: (3) Securing a sub-
stantial expression of the strong fecling that undoubt-
edly existsagainst the wholaliquor system—this would
be practically a demand for total prohibition that Par-
liamert would bs obliged to recognize ; (3) Securing
immediately the extension, over as much territory as
posalble, of the operation of the Scott Act, which al-
rezdy in somes plsces aas produced incalculable good,
greatly diminishing the evils of intemperance, Atthe
sams meeting a deputation was appoloted to walt
upon the Dominion Government and urge the desira-
bitity of providing for the simultancous polling of the
different counties that may petition for the submission
of the Act. Another paragraph in the circulay is
worthy of attentlon ©  To succeed in this work it is
specially desirable that there should be formed, at
once, in every county and city, a strong central com-
mittee of active temperance workers, including repre-
tentatives from the different local arganizations, to
plan and direct combined and energetic action. Itis
also desirable that there should be formed in every
locality a branch of the Women's Christian Tempear-
ance Unlon. This soclety has proved an invaluable
agency for the work in every part of the Dominion.

WgegLy HEALTH BULLETIN —The weather of
last wezk was above the normal with the atten.
dant conditions of éxcessive humidity and great cloudi-
pess. There has been duriog all the period a notable
sence of the high winds which usually mark theseason
of the year. Regarding the influences of thesa con-
ditions on disease it may ba said that while therols a
considerable Increase in the number of reported cases *
of dizease, still the absence of high cold winds would
geem to have beza promotive of hezlth conditions un-
usual for March. The effects on special classes of
diseases are well marksd. Thus, diseases of tho raz-
pliratory organs show a marked decrease.in most ro-
gards. Bronchitis is 11 7 instead of 154 per ceat.
Inflacnza is 9 1 Instead of 119 per cent, and Pney-
monia is 4 5 instead of 60 per cent, of the total
number of cases of reparted diseasa. Amongst fevers,
the temposary decline of Intermittent mentioned last
wesk has not continted, the casts amounting to 6.4
per cent, of all cases of disease, The contagions zy-
motics still remain low in their prevalence, In soms
locallties they e presént in large amecunts, They
are, however, directly. pmmotcd by the disregard
svesywhera o: precaations against communlcauon of
outside persons with isfected familics, and againstths
lnmatu of infected honscs visiting' amongst.other
persons, Whaoping Cough appoars sgaip, Messles
and Scarlatina are both present, but Diphthex!a ianol
included In the twenty most provalent disezsas,



