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[The following tu one ofthle course of lectIlles on "Ptti-
byteilan To1îIc%ý 'reccntly IcliIVvred ln Moentreal. I

'411 blicve in thc Holy Catbollc Churcli." Althoigh
tliesev'ohs %Ycre fot dictatcd by Jamecs, the son qi
AlphimuB, as Rufinus assertcd, nor lad wny place ln
the Church's Confessions of Faith ùl the second cen-
tut>', -thiy ;iie truc nd Rood wordi for any Christian,

1 to utter. And yct *ihiey ay stand in nccd, of ýsomte
P,>-Mxlànaian, ns a rerninisccnct, orpiy #heoadaya teous

nme. The heaci*îastcr af oneci my 'carliest scbools
was a strict Episcopaiian,and rcquired that on a certain
day of the wcck bis scholars, aftcr rcading a portion
of the Scripture, should rccite the Apostle's Crecd.
But onc ai themn, the son ai a Welsb Ministcr, stoutly
rcfuscd, basing hiý objcctipmns on thc article rclating tu
the Church, and maintained that, being neither a

Cî'lcnor a Churchnian, it wauld be an act of base
ùipbstâc~ make any such confession. The boy was
wrong uhdoubiediy, and yet lie had too good reson
for being wrong. Asic the rnajorftcy cf people what
-the Caîholic Church is and they-will direct you tu the
Church of Rame. Ask the larger balf af the nxlnority
and they wiii eitbcr inform, you thnt it is their particu-
lar denomination, or, if flot se highly favoured as ta
bclotlg ta a religlous body dlaiming the naine Càtho-
lie, that it cansists ai nairaw-minded people wbo think
theinselves in 'the right and everybody cise in thc
wrong. 14necd bardiy lnforin this cniigbtened audi-
ece that the Grcek %vord Ilcatholic » simply nicans
univcrsal, anid nothing more. That organiization
wrhich contains in itslf ail the Christian teachers and
disciples of Christ in the whole widc world, may cai
itsclf Catholic. The Prcsbyterian Church bas neyer
majde thisçlaim. It cannot do se consistentiy with
the least regard for truth, nor has it ever shown the
*:slig4test desirc zo te unchurch the rcst of Christen-

dtcs not thereby place itself in an inferior position tu
an>' sect ai professing Christians; for no ether Chtu eh
can assume the naine Catbolic Vvitbout, on the one
hand> casting contempt upon the body of Christ, ar, on
an ihe othcr, playing, the foolVs part ôith words that
have no rneaning.

For the catholicit>' of the Presbyterian Church,
therciore, we miust look below the rent fabric ai
modern Christendýom, and bcyond the more vision ai
a visible Imnity te the lofts ideal that rules tht mind oi
the truc Churchinan, a .nd te thc warm emotions that
flow frora bis genercus heart. 1 shall, indeed, before

,I closedirect ypur attention tu the constant recognition
in the Cburch ai aur Preshyterian faith and polit>',
and te their present widc diffusion, but woul'l first
steek te exhibit aur catholicity in the ccncption of he
Cburch which.aour co-rcligionists have ever held, and
in tic relations tht>' have sustaintd te Christendom
and the world atiare

Who bas net knawn tihe value ai a higi ideal, a
master principle ai thougit, a purifier ci tht moral
nature, a rebuker of thc base and scrdid, a grand in-
centive tu noble dceds. and lufe-long labeurs. Though
its beaut>' and proportions be fnever mirrarcd in thc
real world witbout, hie ruas no wvild-goose chase, fol-
loirs no will.of-the-wisp dance, that pursues it with
hcart and mind, for it louves its iznpress on Uic more
real world witiin, and stanips the seul with anc God-
like ç.laracter at least. The artist and thc peet, the
philosopher and the statesman, have oal>' begun in
these degencrate days te pretend te lirait the fligit cf
thtir art and science by the well-dflntd, horizon that
separates Uic actuel auid the sensible frem. Uic grat
depths and heights..beyopnd. I sa>' tic>' prétend thus
te litnit theraselves ouly, for there is notente who, while
-ihutting out £rom his mxental vision the radiant hcights
ci tlojsnsea. universe, kms, net lest himnseif at trnes

.in,4cpthg.obscur, te w.%ch noebanian observation bas
Sever pÇnpvated. MIscie=c of tht Christian i5
jznffscntaL Hiis faitsit la true, ir m=ong Uic

~,Most. reg .and. uniiysai in rnaxts*perienceý, but fer
.hebrcç" *d their ends abike, be =sat transced
.Oic lMnits.eitime andi zaceu~d the f«ibCtig show of
Il cartbiy tl*Ïg& The Godhead bas indecti beca
reyealeti but revmet tandem a dark veil of b'axniliation
and.siiffcring. The Divine antitype of perfect man.

hood thewr~ asse7hdt Image Is bcfprc us ln
Itli Gospel ai lesus Christ, but tht vision ai perièct
manhood glorlfied bas been vouclisatcd fora fcwv bni
moments cnt>' te tbrce poor Galilcan fisliermen ln
the bol>' inoutlt. Truc thcology seclcs te fie utscd
front theo traditions of men andthe UicIperfiections af
buman thougbt and experlence, lnfluenced as these
are by time andi cWcumnstancc, that kt ia>' risc te an
apprehiension ai thoughut asnd ways that arc liile"
titan man's. The dcvo'n naturallst strives te attain ta
the Matter lhîillder>s plan, te a knowlcdgo af the
archetypes in tIse Divine mmnd, niccardisig te which
tic diffcrent dap.irtanents of nature assumeti tlicir
wondcrful varicties of forai and structure. 'flisa
arclieqypes lie finds in no existing lriiduà1
or Mcles. -2àev çals tbt tim~ey -of
sense bas neyer bci.Fictions mca may cai theni
as far as materni existence is canccrncd, yct thcy arc
uccessar>' fictions te the mind that looks beyond tht
chaos ai thc phenomenal ta the orcler andi larmony af
the real. Se it ls witli the truc cburcbnian'ls concep-
tion of the Church. Hc fintis his modal is ne spectes
or individual, thougb the c> aled ofiti Paul or ai
Apollos, of Ceplias or of Christ. Vet is bis itical no
abstraction, thc resuit ai induction frem a camparison
ai cxisting cammunities, but anc revealcd fiom lita.
yen itsclf in tht words oi that Son af Man, wbe came
downm item heavea te pra>' in thc garden of Gcthiscm-
anc and suifer an tie bitter cross, Ilthat thcy a mn>'
be anc."

Theme are thase who hld tint these tvords, and
kiadred expressions ücf the inspired apostles, ba.-r ne
reference ta a visible unity. 1 a= happy ia bcing
permittedl te Icave sticb objections in the hands ai the
rcv. lecturer an tht Canstitution ai thc Churcb. Deal-
ing, as 1 am, flot with arguments but with iacts, I can
simply sa>' that sudh 'iews have -iways been tbase ai
a very small minority in the Churci;, thnt in mnny
centuries they have had ne expoena ciron amon g the
worst oi Separatists; andi tînt irom Presbytcrians
tic>' have neyer met ivith an ounce of sympatby. As
carl>' ar tht time ai Tertullian ia the second century,
tleugh he himnsélf was in a mensure a schismatic,
tht churches ai Africa requirati front their membe-s
a profession ai inith in the Church catholic. It %vas
bigh time; for thc divisions fareshadotved in the days
ai Paul lad becomne a natter ai painful anxiety te
devout believers in the pillar andi grounti ai thc truth.
Then iollowad the martyr Cyprian, a grader clamec-
ter by far than lie whorm ia bis humilit>' lie dclightcd
te cali "the Master.' Diligent anti faithfui in tht dis-
charge ai his immédiate duties ta lis people, lis seul
burneti witb a great longing for tht unity ai tht
Church. He crred in warking out tht details of thnt
uaity, anti laid tht foundations ai tic Episcopal and
Papal syste n la is errars, yet tht end lit aimati at
was a visible realizatian oi the petitian of Getisemant.
No man tirer believeti mare flrmly la the holy Catie-
lic Churci. Tiec ectimeaial cauncils, beinning in
tht reign ai Constantine, testificd, as provincial synotis
long before lad donc in part, ta the doctrine which
thc African father bati advocated. .Augustine again,
that wandrous combinatian ai strang, sterm intellect
andi blecding bcart, iVas rouscd by the schism of the
Doaatists, tht finit valuntaries oi ecclesiastical hi5iîory,
ta follow in the foetstcps af ils African brethren, anti
ta dedlare tînt God desires Mis Cburch's unit>'. Andi
se the truti passeti an te the time oi Gregory tic
Great, wbo, disdaining the titît ai universal bisiop
and chargiag him 'via hld it with blaspbcmy, diti,
ncverthtless, marc tian an>' otier pontifi te bring tie
Christian worlt tec fect ai Rome. He m-as a sixth
century Cyprian ia bis conception ai 'vat tie Churcb
shoulti be, and unlappil>' went far bcyaad thc martyr
ci Carthage ia his erroneous mcthods for carrymng out
the great design. A wvish for uniformity anti subject-
ion teok tht place ai thc aId de-rire for unit>'; and
force andi fraud superstded Uic intercesser>' pra),er.
Noble missionar>' curcies, full ai liue anti zeal, and
purer far than those of Rame and Constantinople, feUi
before thc rage for centraliration. Thc Churches ai
the'East and West 'wem niutually cxcemrnunieatcd;
witnesses for Uic truth arase in. bath tu upbraid them
with their gress defectien, a defection that increaseti
=nd intensificti front year te year; yct still the: grnd
idél -remulsed, and thes *ords IlI behieve in the'hely
Catholic ChurdiY" Thcy iound an eche '.cn thé lipi

'olErtish Culdees andi Itlin Waldenscs, English
SiornB beia huses; for torruption could »
net corrupt, norblood quencd, normartyi-.fires dcstray
the Church's archetypc. It was this that kept hol>' men,

in tht Cimurch- oi Raome, çvcn wi!n lis d.ys werc
datkcst andi ltà cýriiics cailed utost lotqdly te.lwsycn.
Tho reformers befote the ncenain~co e èdus.
mauics, thnt causeiessly wilidrw firâ -Roe's cain.
rnunlon. The>'did netwish te o. IÊlgbitlyiur wrong.
1>' she ivas te them the Churc, nti tic>' -would fin
bave remincd witbln lier borlvrs t4çaea~y an a work
of purification tinit si'ahulti have mile the untldttftil
spouseof Christ once morrt ail. glorleut They, %verc
driven out wlth ire and sword. endi flerce anatimats,
stili clinging ta tht doctrine of the Çhurch universa.
Andi se it %vas iviti tise Reforment prqpe-r. nic>' wouid
fitin have reformeti thc tarchi but lt wouid net be
retorncd; tisa> would has'â rcmairied la vltible wiiry
wlth Rome as ip9t$l1AtQ~h.hrh)a
.lberty i10 curry out thair aiva rcforms bcen graatcd
thern. la individual states lresbytciianls:n ltsci %vas
neocl a but the affecct ot'praviacial réformations.
Ne ncwv churches arase la the Protestant cantons of
ziwitzcrland, but, in tbcse, sections of t aId Church
acceted a refommation, a restaratien te primitive iîh
andi ptit>', tîsat thc Church etstwliera refuseti. ln
Scottand se thoroughly was this rte case that recn
those bishops werc retained in their secs whe dîid not
receivo tht ncw crder of things. la Englanti aise tht
Presbyterian Church, which was for à tinte supremne
in the days ai the Commonwealth, was ne sect. ht
was tht Clurch ai Englanti purificti by thase who
from the Reformation lad protesteti agalast marc
partial amntimant ai Rome's unapestolic ways. ln-
dcpeadency ivas a sect in tie jutigmnt ai aur Prcs.
byterian forefathers, andi, with aIl respect fer Uie picty
anti worth ai Indcpandents here anti wherever tic>'
mn>' be fouad, I must sa>' tînt it wus tic>' who under
tic Protectorate gave Eilglisi Prcsbyteriaaism its
dcati-blow. But for Cromwell tht Church ol'England
might have been Prcsbyttrian te-day. The Puritans
wcre no seceders; tic>' hateti the ver>' thaugit af
schisna. Anti s perhaps is why in MiJton's eyci
"C'nw presbyter was but olti pritst writ large.» Tht
idea ai scttiag up anotier Christian communion along-
side ai tic Church ai Englanti neyer entered tîcar
miatis. Tic>' iere tht Church of Englanti, purificti
anti thus brougi: inte those relations with the reformn-
cd Churcits ai Scotlanti, Fra 1çe, Germas>' und
Switzerlaad, for wbich KCnox anti Beza, Zanchius and
Bullinger had plcaded in vain.

It mn>' bc new te nian>' of my Icarers that in a land
s0 famous for ecclesiasticai secessions as Scatianti, tht
dioctrine ai tic Church's catholicit>' found numerous
anti stranuous supporters. A glance nt Walkcrs
Titaorg-y anti Theologlans cf Scetland *Îli show that
their number was legilon anti tîtir views Ui decitict
as those ai Cyprian andi Augustine. «This conception
cf the Churci,» sa>'s Walker, I which la at lcast
sorte aspects we have practicai>' se much bast sight,
had a flrm hld'o athUi Scottisl tleologiasi§ oi the
scventecnth century. It enabltd tient te taet the
Church itiealisin of Ramle-lan iany ways se grand
and attractive--wlth a nabler Churcl idealism. It ta
abîcti tien ta tlrow back tic charge tint Protestant
ismn fails te realize the Bible doctrine af Church unit%
-tint it dismambers anti breaks up thc kingdom of
hcaven tapon earth in sevcring 'it iront its visible centre
ai uaity-with tie rep>' tlat Protestant unit>' is as
much a reatit>' as Roman unit>', only tînt the centre of
it isila Iaven, neton tise batnkacitIc -Tiber. Oitlîs
grenu visible Cliurch the various separate truc Chiurches
are members, la comîmunion with anc anotier, rclatrd
te anc ar.othcr like tic departnients' of a kingdom; and
thaugh diffcrences ma>' exist betwea theni, tht>' are
not on tint accaunu te le regardeti as la opposition or
conflict. In-accordance witl tuis itica, thc oEcumnii
cal Ctùncil or Assembl>' was acknei4'1çdgeti b>' thrm
te be thc supreme Clurch itutiorit>' cri the sort of
questions which natural>' fall 'within its scape, ques-
tions bcnring on such matters as îre necessar>', nos in-
deeti te thc Clurch7s; being or well-being, but certain>'
ta lts highcst wcll-being. It was also helt Uat itwias
cal>' thc cei af tie times tînt preventeti a 'Protestant
CEctimenical' front assembling and pranounciag sen-
trnde ôf excommunication on thc Clurch- of Ronme as
a false Chutai, or in saine forai csstting it off irons
ecitfsiastical fellawsie ;-Y .'

The Ch"c cf tc-day wculd harfflecareto hômolo-
gate ail thnt these olti d1vince have said con Uie subject

$-of catholicity, yet la 'its êssentials'Ue doctrine reinains
tie santé. lbaiotications have ariseein thé applica-
tion oi it, but it bas never lest lts holti upea thet Scot-
tisl,aninti. G-eod men %vont iout from thc Churci ai
Scolani flot lightly, but with strong and wcighty rea-


