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and in H~aley's bands ; and you must ho thank(ful it is 110 %vrse.
'I'lat nman lias liad it in his power te ruin us all,-and nowv lie is
fairly off. If you lmnew the nin as 1 do, you'd tliink that we
had bad a îiarrow escape."...

And this wretclî ow'ns that goil, fitithfiîl Tom, aiîd Eliza's
child V"

IlVeII, my dear, the fiict ie that tbis gocs radlier liard wvitli
me ; it's a thing 1 haie te think o. R-alpy w'ants to drive
matters, and take possession to-morrow. I'm going to get
out my herse hriglit and early, and be off. 1 can't see Tom,

taa fact ; and you had better arrange a dr-ive somewhere,
and carry Eliza off. Let the thing be doite when she is eut of*
sight."

"lNo, no," said Mfrs. SheIbY; Ill'Il be iii no sense accem-
plice or help in ibis cruel business. l'il go and see poor eld
Tom, God help him, in bis dîstres! They shall sce, at any
ftte; that their mistress;can feel for and witb them. As te
Eliza, 1 dare net think about it. The Lord forgîve us!
What have we done, that this cruel necessity should cerne on
us?»

There was one lîstener te this conversation whmMr. and
Mrs. Shelby lîttie suspeciped.

Communicating %vith their apartment wvas a large closet,
opening by a deor iet the outer passage: lVhen Mrs. Shelby
had dismissed Eliza for the night, ber feverish and excited mid
had suggested the idea of ibis cloeci; and slîe had hidden her-
self there, and, with ber ear pressed close against the crack of
the door, had lest net a word of the conversation.

When the veices died iet silence, she rose and crepi steal-
thily awvay. Pale, shivering, ivith rigid featumes and cemprees-
ed lips, she loeked an entîrely altered being from the seft and
timid creature she had been illierto. She moved cautiously
along the entry, paused one moment ai ber mistress' door, and
raised ber bands in mute appeal le heaveu, and then turned and
glided iet hem own roem.. .

She tbok a piece et' paper land a pencil, and wroie, hastily,
"1O, Missis.! dear Missiâ! don't, think -me ungrateful,-

don'î tbinIc hard of me, any way,-I heard all ybu and ruas-


