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and in Haley’s hands ; and you must be thankful it is no worse.
That man has had itin his power to ruin us all,—and now he is
fairly off.  If you knew the man as I do, you’d think that we
had had a narrow escape.” . . .

“ And this wretch owns that good, fuithful Tom, and Eliza’s
child 1”

“ Well, my dear, the fact is that this goes rather hard with
me; it’s a thing [ hate to think of. Halry wants to drive
matters, and take possession to-morrow. Fm going to get
out my horse bright and early, and be off. I can’t see Tom,
that’s & fact; and you had better arrange a drive somewhere,
and carry Eliza off.  Let the thing be donre when she is out of
sight.”

“ No, no,”” said Mrs. Shelby; “I’ll be iu no sense accom-
plice or help in this cruel business. I’ll go and see poor old
Tom, God help him, in his distress! They shall see, at any
fte; that their mistressican feel for and with them. As to
Eliga, T dare not think about it. The Lord forgive us!
What have we done, that this cruel necessity should come on
us?”?

There was one listener to this conversation whom Mr. and
Mrs. Shelby little suspected.

Communicating with their apartment was a large closet,
opening by a door into the cuter passager When Mrs. Shelby
had dismissed Eliza for the night, her feverish and excited mind
had suggested the idea of this closet ; and she had hidden her-
self there, and, with her ear pressed close against the crack of
the door, had lost not & word of the conversation.

When the voices died into silence, she rose and crept steal-
thily away. Pale, shivering, with rigid features and compress-
ed lips, she looked an entirely altered being from the soft and
timid creature she had been hilherto. She moved cautiously
along the entry, paused one moment at her mistress’ door, and
raised her hands in mute appeal to heaven, and then turned and
glided into her ownroom. . . .

She took a piece of paper and a pencil, and wrote, hastily,

“Q; Mirsis! dear Missis! don’t think ‘me ungrateful,—
don’t think hard of me, any way,~I heaid all you and mas-~
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