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lie said. ' We have ail arranged Vo
meet at the Palace Hotel. llow is it
that your name is flot on the Visitors'
List ? Destiny ouglit to have brought
you Vo the Palace IHotel, too.'

She abruptly pulled down lier veil.
Destiny may do tîtat yet !' she said.
The Palace Hotel V' she repeated,

speaking once more Vo herself. 'The
01(1 hl, transforrned into the new
purgatory. The place itself. Jesus
Maria! the place itself !' She paused
and laid lier biand on lier companion's
arm. ' Perbaps Miss Lockwood is
flot goiîîg there with the î'est of you V'
site burst ouît witb sudden eagermîess.
'.Are you positiveiy sure shie will be
at the hiotel 1 '

' Positiveiy ! llaveii't 1 told you
thiat Miss Lockw'ood tra-vels with
Lord ani Lady MoiitbamTy '? ani
(lon't you know that slie is a menîber
of tlie family ? You will have Vo
move, Countess, to our hotel.

She was l)erfectly imipenietrable to
the bantering, Vone in wlîicb liespoke.

Yes,' she said faintly, ' 1 shallIhave
Vo mnove Vo your hotel.' Her hand
was stili on blis arm-be eould feed
lier shivering f roia head to foot while
slie spoke. Heartily as lie diislike<i
and distrusted her, the coninmon. in-
stinct of lumanity obliged 1dmii Vo ask
if slie feit cold.

Yes, she said. 'Cold aîîd faint.'
Cold ai-d faint, Countess, oit sucli

a nighit as this'?V
'The ighIt bias nothiîîg to do witb

it, Mr. Westwick. How dIo von sup-
pose the criminai feels oitVite scaffold,
while the hangmaii 18 putting the
rope rounîd bis neck '? Coid amid faimît,
toO, 1 sliould think. Excuse xny grini
fancy. Yom see destin y has got the
rope round îay îieck-amtd I feel it.'

She looked about liei. Timev weie
at that moment close Vo the farnous
café known as'1 Florianks' ' Take mie
in th ere,' sh e said; 1 niust have
something Vo revive nie. Yoit had
better not biesitate. You are interested
in reviving me. I have not said what
I wanted to say Vo you yet. It's

business, and it's conîîected with vour
tlieatre.'

Wondering inwardly wbat she could
possibly want witli bis theatre, Francis
reluctantiy yielded Vo the necessities
of the situation, anti took lier into the
cafè. Hie found a quiet corner in
which they could take their places
without attracting notice. ' What
wili vo-u have V' he inquired resigiiedly.
She gave lier owm orders Vo te waiter,
witbout roubling himi Vo speak for

iher.
MNaraschino. Andi a piot of tea.

The wuaiter stared ; Francis stared.
Thie tea wvas a xiovelty (iii connection
with inaraschino) Vo botli of themi.
Careless whether site su rpri sed themi
or not, site iinstructcd the waitei, wheit
lier tlirectiouis hiad been cornplied wit.h,
Vo pour a large wine-glass full of te,
liquot- into a tunibder, ant< to fi it up
from te teapot. 1 caft dIo it for
Ilyseif,' site rentarked, ' iny band
trembles so.' She drank the strange
mixture eagerly, hot as it wvas. 'Mar-
ascîinio punch-will you Vaste some of
it'?' she said. 'I imhert the, discovery

*of titis drintk. Wlieîî your Eiîglish
Qu cen Caroline was on the continent,
nivy rotitet was attached Vo lier court.

*Tliat inucli injured Royal Person ini-
vented, iii huer liappier hours, Maras-
cîtino puanch. Fondly attaclied to ber
graclous înistress nty mother shared
bier VasVes. And 1, in ny turn, leariit
from my itiiother. Now, Mr. West-
wick, suppose 1 tell vout whiat iny
business is. You are manager of a
theatre. Do you want a new play V'

'I always want a new I)iay->mo-
vided iV's a good one.'

' And yoti pay, if iV's a good one 4'
'l pay liberally-in my own in-

'If 1 write te play, will you rend it?
Francis hesitated. ' WhaV lias put

*w'ritiiug a play itîto your hicad V' lie
askcd.

'Mere accidenV,'sieanswerted. 'Ilhad
once occasion Vo tell rny late brüthei of

*a visit I paid Vo Miss Lockwood, whten
was last in i giaîd. Hie took, iio
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